
Required Information

Full Name:  John A. Pérez

Office Sought: State Controller

Mailing Address: 777 S. Figueroa St Ste 4050, Los Angeles CA 90017

Phone:  213-452-6553

Email: john@perezforcontroller.com

Website: http://www.perezforcontroller.com

Are you a member of the Harvey Milk Club? No

If so, when did you first join?

Are you lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or queer (LGBTQ)? Yes

PART 1: Short-Answer Questionnaire 

1)Please describe your qualifications for the position you seek (include your key issues/
priorities if elected and what distinguishes you from other candidates seeking the same 
job), plus anything else that you’d like our members to know about you and your 
candidacy.

The State Controller is the Chief Fiscal Officer of California. I currently serve as Speaker 
of the State Assembly, which requires specific knowledge of the state’s budgetary 
processes, expenses and revenue streams.  But beyond that, the Controller is not simply 
a technical office: the Controller serves on more than 80 panels, boards and 
commissions, dealing with everything from job creation and taxation to environmental 
issues and health care—and as Speaker, I have detailed, specific policy experience on all 
of the issues over which the Controller has influence, and I also have years of service on 
local, state and federal boards, panels and commissions: for example. I served on the 
board of the California League of Conservation Voters starting in 1994, and I have also 
served on the boards of CORO and the California Voter Modernization Board, and was 
appointed by President Clinton to serve on the President’s Commission on AIDS and HIV. 
Lastly, I not only have the policy knowledge and experience necessary to do the job, but 
I also have the relationships necessary to maximize my effectiveness in the Controller’s 
office and implement progressive policy.

2)What are three issues/pieces of legislation that you would champion if elected to office?

My top priority is to continue California’s economic resurgence through advocating and 
implementing policies that will enable sustained growth. These include three main policy 
goals: the creation of a reserve fund that will help level out our boom-and-bust revenue 
cycles; using my seats on the boards of PERS and STRS to ensure that our pension 
dollars are invested with economic and social responsibility in mind; and advocating for 
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measures that will allow local governments to raise local revenues without being 
hamstrung by supermajority requirements.

3) How have you been an advocate for the LGBTQ community? Please provide specific 
examples.

I was the first ever openly LGBT person elected Speaker of any state legislative house in 
the country. I have been a member of the Stonewall Democratic Club in Los Angeles for 
around 20 years, and served on its Executive Board prior to being elected to the Assembly. 
During my career, I have been a stalwart advocate for equal rights for my community. 
There are too many things to list in this space, but here are just a few examples:

a).  Filed an Amicus Curiae brief with both the California Supreme Court and the United 
States Supreme Court opposing the appeal of Judge Walker’s marriage equality decision in 
Perry vs. Hollingsworth (the Prop. 8 case).

b). Sued Gov. Schwarzenegger over his attempted cuts to state-funded HIV/AIDS 
prevention services

c). As Speaker of the Assembly, our Democratic Caucus has significantly expanded rights for 
the LGBT community. I led the campaign efforts on behalf of the Assembly Democrats 
caucus in 2010 and 2012. These efforts produced a Democratic supermajority that has also 
given California the largest LGBT Legislative Caucus in the nation. 

d) In terms of specific bills, I authored the following LGBT-related laws:

• AB 1003 (John A. Pérez) - Expand access for LGBT service providers to a state fund 
that supports LGBT-specific domestic violence programs across the state subsidized 
by a $23 fee on new domestic partner registrations.  Status: Passed the California 
Legislature.  Approved by the Governor.  Chaptered by Secretary of State - Chapter 
498, Statutes of 2009. 

• AB 673 (John A. Pérez and Ricardo Lara) – Integrate health issues affecting the 
LGBT communities as part of the mission of the State Office of Multicultural Health.  
Status: Passed the California Legislature.  Approved by the Governor and chaptered 
by the Secretary of State – Chapter 639, Statutes of 2011.

• AB 16 (John A. Pérez) – Expand the categories of relationships that constitute felony 
domestic violence resulting in a traumatic condition to include former fiancés and 
fiancées, as well as current and former dating relationships.  Status: Passed the 
California Legislature.  Approved by the Governor and chaptered by the Secretary of 
State – Chapter 763, Statutes of 2013.

e) I also helped ensure passage of Sen. Ted Lieu’s SB 1172 - California’s first-in-the-nation 
ban on conversion therapy for LGBT youth

f) Presided over passage of California’s landmark Transgender Student Rights bill – AB 1266 
(Ammiano), which clarifies existing law requiring all students in K-12 schools be permitted 
to participate in school programs, activities, and facilities in accordance with the student’s 
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gender identity to ensure that transgender students are protected and have the same 
opportunities to participate and succeed as others.  This bill has now survived an attempt 
by anti-LGBT groups to block it via a referendum in the ballot.

g) In 2009, I and Assemblymember Tom Ammiano resurrected the Legislature’s 
commemoration of LGBT Pride Annual month on the Assembly floor after a three year 
hiatus.  It is the only annual official LGBT-related legislative ceremony being observed 
anywhere in the country every June.  

h) Helped integrate LGBT health issues as part of the mission of the CA Dept. of Public 
Health’s Office of Health Equity to ensure that health disparities affecting LGBT Californians 
are being addressed by the state.

i) Under my leadership, the CA Dept. of Managed Health Care started implementing the 
Insurance Gender Nondiscrimination Act of 2005 requiring gender-identity-related health 
services be covered under health plans and should not be denied to transgender 
Californians.

j) Fought to protect HIV/AIDS funding on the state level from budget cuts, and worked to 
ensure that HIV/AIDS is integrated into the state policies in implementing the federal health 
care reform.

k) Was a boardmember of the No on Proposition 22 campaign in 2000.

4)LGBTQ elders face a number of challenges, including finding affordable housing, 
accessing health care and a general lack of services. Older people living with HIV face 
similar challenges. If you were elected, what would you do to help address these 
challenges?

This is an issue I am strongly committed to. As a member of the Community 
Redevelopment Agency of Los Angeles, I was involved in numerous projects that 
involved LGBTQ senior housing, including the construction of Triangle Square in 
Hollywood. I have also done substantial work with the Los Angeles Gay and Lesbian 
Center on both housing and other multigenerational service programs.

With regard to what the Controller can do specifically on these issues, it is imperative 
that we continue our commitment to the policies that have enabled us to begin 
restoring the social safety net that was so drastically cut during previous years. The 
policies I outlined above will enable that growth to continue without the boom-and-bust 
cycle that leads to cuts in social services, which prevents our most vulnerable 
populations, including LGBTQ elders and those living with HIV, to receive life-saving 
care.
Regarding affordable housing, the Controller sits on the Tax Credit Allocation Board. One 
of the responsibilities of this board is to determine whether developers deserve credits 
allowed by law for developing affordable housing units. By being proactive with this 
board to ensure that developers only receive tax credits for building housing that is 
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actually both actually affordable and habitable, the Controller can fight for a better 
supply of affordable housing for all populations who need it, including LGBTQ elders.

5)Similarly, LGBTQ youth face challenges including bullying and a high rate of homelessness 
if ostracized by their families. If you are elected, what would you do to help these 
youth?

Last legislative session, the legislature passed Asm. Mark Stone’s AB346, which allowed 
for the licensing of emergency youth shelters for just such situations. As Controller, I will 
use my commitment to fiscal discipline to ensure that any publicly funded shelters 
continue to have the resources to stay operational, and use my audit power to ensure 
that any public funds are being properly spent on quality facilities.

As an openly LGBT candidate and activist, this is also an issue I am completely 
committed to. Before I served in the Assembly, as president of the Human Relations 
Commission of the City of Los Angeles, I placed a top priority on protecting LGBTQ 
students and ensuring a quality educational environment for them. I supported and 
lobbied for Sheila Kuehl’s AB 537, the Dignity for All Students Act, which banned 
discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity in California’s schools and 
community colleges. I am working closely with the Los Angeles Gay & Lesbian Center to 
help them secure a surplus EDD property in Hollywood that will be a site for multi-
generational housing and services for LGBT youth and seniors. 

6)Supervised injection facilities or drug consumption facilities have been shown to reduce 
new HIV and hepatitis infections, overdose deaths, and public drug use, and to increase 
linkage to medical care and substance use treatment and save money, yet they remain 
controversial and illegal. If you are elected, what would you do to advocate for 
supervised injection sites?

During my time in the labor movement, especially as an organizer and political director 
with the United Food and Commercial Workers union (UFCW), I advocated for clean 
needle exchange programs before it became the mainstream, popular thing to do—and 
even co-authored an op-ed with an executive at Walgreen’s to promote this forward-
thinking policy. I look forward to seeing more research and evidence about the 
effectiveness of supervised injection facilities.

7)Do you support repeal or reform of the Ellis Act? What would you do to fight for housing 
affordability?

The Ellis Act is being abused by landlords who pretend to go out of business in order to 
get around rent control ordinances. While it may not be feasible to say that landlords 
have no right to go out of business short of selling their properties, it is important to 
reform the law to ensure that it is not simply used as a loophole. Both San Francisco 
and Los Angeles have tightened these loopholes through local ordinances, but I believe 
further statewide protections are needed. I am fully committed to addressing this issue
—I was actively opposed to Costa/Hawkins, and I firmly oppose vacancy de-control.
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8)What kind of reform of Prop 13 is needed, if any? Would you support a split-roll property 
tax system?

1) I absolutely support split-roll. We need to change how commercial property is 
reassessed upon transfer of ownership. When Prop 13 was passed, homeowners paid 
1/3 of all property taxes in the state, and commercial owners paid 2/3. That ratio has 
now been reversed because commercial owners have figured out how to transfer 
property without triggering reassessment. This ratio is completely unacceptable to 
homeowners and California taxpayers in general. If we close the loopholes that allow 
transfer without reassessment by simply tweaking the definition of what constitutes 
transfer of commercial property, we can ensure that commercial owners are paying their 
fair share of property taxes and add billions to the budgets of local government entities 
across the state.

2) I fully support the joint constitutional amendments that would allow for local taxes to 
pass with a 55% requirement instead of the supermajority such measures now require.

9)What is your position on online voting? If you support, what would you do to implement 
a secure online voting system?

I chaired the California Voter Modernization Board, so this issue is very important for 
me. There are things that concern me greatly about online voting, especially the lack of 
a paper trail, the security of the voting systems to make sure votes are not hacked or 
stolen, and the robustness of the infrastructure to support such a vital mechanism. In 
addition, there are digital divide issues: a system reliant on online voting could easily 
disenfranchise seniors and the poor, who are either less comfortable with this 
technology or who simply cannot afford access to it.

That said, it is crucial to get more people enfranchised and expand voting access. San 
Francisco has done an excellent job promoting both in-person early voting and vote-by-
mail. Los Angeles County is behind, and we need to do better. Many people, especially 
the working poor who might be holding down multiple jobs in order to make ends meet, 
can’t find the time on a Tuesday to go vote, and that makes it essential to expand both 
early voting—especially on weekends—and vote-by-mail programs throughout California.

PART 2: Yes/No Questionnaire
Please check Yes or No for each question. 

GENERAL               YES       NO
1. Are you registered to vote as a Democrat? x
1. Have you ever run for elected office before? x
1. Do you have a campaign consultant? If so, who: Doug Herman, the 

Strategy Group x

1. Have you ever sought the Milk Club endorsement in the past? x
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LGBTQ ISSUES
1. Do you fully support same-sex marriage equality? x
1. Do you support anti-discrimination laws for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

and transgender people? x

1. Do you support including full transgender health benefits in Covered 
California health plans? x

1. Do you support public funding for employment development for 
transgender individuals? x

TENANT, HOUSING, AND DEVELOPMENT ISSUES 
1. Do you support rent control? x
1. Have you ever been involved as homeowner, buyer or agent in the 

eviction of a tenant? x

RACIAL AND IMMIGRATION JUSTICE ISSUES 
1. Do you support driver’s licenses for undocumented persons? x
1. Do you support localities allowing noncitizens to vote in local 

elections, including but not limited to school board? x

1. Do you support the protection of due process for immigrant youth 
accused of crime? x

1. Do you support the DREAM Act? x

SOCIAL JUSTICE, HEALTH, NIGHTLIFE AND LABOR ISSUES      YES       NO
1. Do you support capital punishment (death penalty)? x
1. Do you support the decriminalization of sex work? x
1. Did you support Prop 35 in November 2012? x
1. Did you support Sen. Leno's 2013 bill (or at least the concept) to 

allow localities to allow bars to serve liquor until 4 AM? x

1. Do you support reducing simple drug possession from a felony to a 
misdemeanor? x

1. Do you support the legalization, taxation, and regulation of adult 
recreational use of marijuana? x

1. Do you support a woman’s right to choose and access a safe and 
legal abortion under all circumstances? x

1. Have you ever crossed a union picket line or violated a union 
boycott? x

1. Do you support the Domestic Workers’ Bill of Rights? x

EDUCATION AND YOUTH ISSUES
1. Did you support AB 1266 (rights for transgender students)? x
1. Do you support the Common Core education standards? x
1. Do you support lowering the threshold to pass a local parcel tax for 

education to 55%? x
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ENVIRONMENTAL AND TRANSPORTATION ISSUES
1.  Do you support California's high speed rail plans? x
1. Do you support Governor Brown's Delta Tunnels plan? x
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