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Harvey Milk LGBT Democratic Club  
Questionnaire for Candidates for June 2014 

 
 
Dear Candidate, 
 
Congratulations on officially declaring your candidacy. The Harvey Milk LGBT 
Democratic Club invites you to get to know us better as we seek to learn more about 
you. As we plan our endorsements for the 2014 election cycle, your participation in 
our club questionnaire allows our membership to better understand you as a 
candidate – who you are, what you stand for, and what you plan to accomplish in 
office.  
 
There are two parts to our questionnaire this year. Part 1 is a series of short-answer 
questions. We invite you to be descriptive in this section, however, please keep your 
responses to under 5 sentences. Part 2 is a simple Yes/No questionnaire that covers a 
broader set of issues than Part 1. You may expand upon  The completed 
questionnaire must be returned by Noon on Friday, March 14th. E-mail all 
questionnaires to PAC Chair Alex Walker at pac@milkclub.org. Please bring at least 20 
copies (printed front and back) of your questionnaire to our PAC interviews on 
Saturday, March 15. If you are unable to do so, please let Alex know ASAP. 
 
We will be having our candidate interviews on Saturday, March 15 from 9 AM to 1 
PM  at the Women's Building, 1st Floor Auditorium (18th Street between Valencia 
and Guerrero). Alex should be in touch to schedule a 15-minute slot (5 minute speech 
and the rest for questions and wrap-up). If you have any questions or to reschedule, 
email him at pac@milkclub.org or call him at 415-876-8254. 
 

Good Luck, 
 
The Harvey Milk LGBT Democratic Club 
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Required Information 
 
Full Name:  Leland Yee 

Office Sought: Secretary of State 

Mailing Address: PO Box 22607, San Francisco, CA  94112 

Phone: 650-576-3958  

Email: LelandYee@ymail.com 

Website: www.LelandYee.com 

Are you a member of the Harvey Milk Club? No 

If so, when did you first join?  

Are you lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or queer (LGBTQ)? No 

 

PART 1: Short-Answer Questionnaire  

1) Please describe your qualifications for the position you seek (include your key 
issues/priorities if elected and what distinguishes you from other candidates seeking 
the same job), plus anything else that you’d like our members to know about you 
and your candidacy. 

I came to this country when I was three years old. I grew up in the slums of Chinatown 
as my parents worked as hard as they could so that I and my sisters could take 
advantage of the opportunities our new home had to offer. I managed to get myself 
through school, thanks to the many public options that were available, and became a 
child psychologist. From there, I went to work in Oakland schools, eventually dedicating 
myself to public office, and now, 20 plus years later in the California Senate. But I feel I 
still have more to offer the state I’ve called home for over 60 years. I believe there is a 
growing movement across this country that is actively undermining our right to vote. 
From voter ID requirements to removing early voting options to old-fashioned voter 
intimidation, there are those whose response to changing demographics is not to adapt, 
but to suppress. This is something that is not new in our country’s history; it is a long 
and ugly history that goes back to the early days of our nation when the right to vote 
laid with white, land-owning males. Poll taxes, literacy tests, and grandfather clauses 
were all barriers thrown up by a conservative class seeking to preserve a way of life 
that had already become archaic. 
 
I believe California must be a beacon to the rest of the country, showing that inclusivity 
and accessibility are not only possible, but necessary for a democracy to remain 
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healthy. Thanks to my bill establishing online voter registration, California has taken a 
great step forward in making our democracy more inclusive. Since its launch, over 
900,000 Californians have registered to vote, the biggest single expansion since women 
gained the right to vote. I intend to continue to utilize and embrace new technology in 
order to continue to engage voters in our democracy, as well as increase the 
accessibility of the office for businesses. Currently, those seeking a business license are 
left in the lurch for months as paperwork is shuffled about. As a tech leader, California 
should be leading the way in terms of using technology to make government more 
inclusive. I intend to expand online access, and push for a transparent system so 
business owners can see where they are in the process and have a reasonable idea how 
long it will take. 
 
I have built my career on fighting for open government, election reform, and the well-
being of California’s children. I believe that the office of Secretary of State is the best 
position for me to continue this important work to make California’s government as 
inclusive as it could be. 
 
2) What are three issues/pieces of legislation that you would champion if elected to 

office? 

Increasing access to our elections and instilling civic engagement - My Online 
Voter Registration bill has brought nearly a million new voters onto the rolls in our state 
within the last year. In addition, we’ve called for federal action on restoring the Voting 
Rights Act and shrinking lines at polling places across the country. We’ve increased the 
level of public oversight for local fee elections, protecting against potential fraud. Last 
year, we attempted to bring a polling place to every public institution of higher 
education in the state to help our young people get engaged in our democracy. Their 
increased engagement was a major factor in the passage of Prop 30 last year, and it is 
my belief that the more we can enlist young who most recently were a part of our 
public education system, the safer our school budgets will be. I hope to continue this 
work to get everyone eligible registered to vote. Beyond just increasing access to our 
elections, I want to make the act of voting itself more appealing. Since the days of 
Watergate, cynicism about our political process has increased dramatically, and it has 
instilled in many a fatalistic view about engaging with our government. Sadly, this lack 
of turnout often becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy, as those who refuse to participate 
rarely have their issues addressed. This past year I have tried to approach this issue by 
calling for civics training for state employees, so they can better understand their role in 
our government while at the same time gaining new respect for the need to vote. In 
addition, I tried to increase the prevalence of Saturday voting, as parents taking their 
children into the voting booth can show from an early age why voting is a civic duty 
rather than a waste of time. Increasing access is vitally important to our democracy, 
but only looks at half of the problem. The more we can instill the idea that voting is 
vital and necessary, the more voters will be determined to vote regardless of the 
degree of access available. 
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Making government more transparent - I have fought to open up government, 
from the UC/CSU system to state contracts to campaign finance. I’ve expanded the 
Brown Act, protected whistleblowers, and was the sole Democrat to vote to save the 
Public Records Act when a measure hamstringing it was snuck into the budget. I 
believe a transparent government is an honest government, and will continue to use 
technological advances to increase the public’s access to the halls of power. 
 
Utilizing technology to improve service - Those same technological advances that 
make it easier to keep track of what government is up to can be used to reduce the 
amount of red tape that businesses currently have to navigate with the Secretary of 
State’s office. The fact that many of the documents that businesses must file must be 
printed on paper is wasteful, unnecessary and inefficient. Electronic submissions would 
be easier to fill out and send in, as well as easier to track. Ultimately, I would like to 
have a system where constituents could track their documents so they know what step 
their on and when they could expect to receive a final response. With our economy still 
in recovery, no business should be prevented from getting started because the state 
can’t process paperwork in a timely manner. In addition, the Cal-Access system, while 
cutting edge when it was launched in 2000, is now a relic of the early days of the 
internet. It remains nearly unchanged since its beginning, before social media and 
smart phones reshaped how we interact online. Before I started in my efforts to 
improve Cal-Access, the site was prone to crashing and was actually out of commission 
for nearly a month in 2011. More can be done to update the site more regularly with 
new campaign finance data, and it can be designed so it can be more easily accessed. 
Furthermore, the Secretary of State should push awareness of Cal-Access so more of 
the public can take advantage of the information it holds. We have the ability to put 
information about how our democracy functions at our fingertips; we simply need the 
will to do so. 
 
3) How have you been an advocate for the LGBTQ community? Please provide specific 

examples. 

Growing up in San Francisco during the pinnacle of the civil rights movement as a 
Chinese immigrant, as well as seeing the HIV/AIDS epidemic unfold in the city, human 
 and civil rights has been a very important part of my legislative career. I was a strong 
supporter of the repeal of Proposition 8 and DOMA, and am proud of my city on being 
in the forefront of that fight. 
 
Legislatively, I authored AB 866 to prevent discrimination against LGBT individuals in 
political campaigns based on sexual orientation. I also co-authored AB 43 with then 
Assemblymember Leno to recognize same-sex marriages. My bill SB 41 extended a 
program to increase pharmacy access to hypodermic needles to mitigate the 
transmission of blood borne illnesses such as HIV/AIDS, which has disproportionately 
affected the LGBT community for the past 50 years.  I co-authored AB 9 with 
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Assemblymember Ammiano to require local educational agencies to prohibit 
discrimination and bullying based on actual or perceived characteristics, and AB 887 
with Assemblymember Atkins that would refine the definition of gender so that it would 
also include sex. Assemblywoman Campos and I authored SB 1349 and AB 1844 to stop 
employers from formally requesting or demanding employees or job applicants to 
provide social media usernames and passwords, and would also prohibit colleges and 
universities from require such information from students. This practice allowed 
employers or schools to access information regarding an applicant’s sexual orientation 
that they would not otherwise have access to, enabling employers or school admissions 
officers to potentially discriminate along these lines.I believe that employers and 
schools should not have the ability to discriminate against people due to any prejudice 
about their personal lives, so this protection is vitally necessary. Lastly, I authored SJR 
13 last year to urge the President and Congress to support immigration reform efforts 
that would end discrimination against same-sex couples. 
 
4) LGBTQ elders face a number of challenges, including finding affordable housing, 

accessing health care and a general lack of services. Older people living with HIV 
face similar challenges. If you were elected, what would you do to help address 
these challenges? 

The Secretary of State serves all Californians, and with the foremost responsibility of 
the office being conducting our elections fairly and effectively, the power of the office 
has little direct influence on policy outside of this focus.  However, addressing 
homelessness for people with HIV/AIDS is a major issue, particularly with looming 
federal funding cuts and policy changes that threaten housing for hundreds of local 
PLHWA and one I plan on assisting in anyway I can.  As the demand for affordable 
housing quickly outpaces supply, we must look to provide affordable housing units for 
persons with HIV/AIDS in San Francisco. As PLWHA are living longer, healthier lives, I 
also support broadening programs designed to encourage in-home and community-
based care, allowing individuals in need of long-term care to remain in their homes and 
supportive communities.   
 
Housing subsidy programs are the most common way of providing housing to those 
living with HIV/AIDS in San Francisco. As persons with HIV/AIDS live longer, they are 
increasingly expressing preference for housing options that offer greater independence. 
These needs are successfully met with subsidy vouchers, which assist tenants in 
meeting the full cost of rent and I support funding housing subsidy vouchers.   
   
5) Similarly, LGBTQ youth face challenges including bullying and a high rate of 
homelessness if ostracized by their families. If you are elected, what would you do to 
help these youth?  

I think that programs like Project 10 in the LA Unified School District are a huge 
stepping stone that give young people access to mental health and counseling services. 
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As a child psychologist, I have dedicated my career to children and their mental health, 
and have spent my tenure as in the legislature as an advocate for children; whether 
that be advocating for students in school, working towards equity for incarcerated 
youth, preventing child exploitation, or supporting foster youth. 
 
I believe that there should also be increased funding for programs that target 
vulnerable youth populations and address their needs and adds a support system they 
may not inherently have when they are ostracized from their friends and family, and 
allows them to have a save space outside of their homes. 
 
This year I am putting forth SB 596, which puts mental health resources back into the 
schools through early intervention prior to an Independent Educational Plan, so it 
identifies at-risk youth before it becomes an exponentially worse issue. It gives them 
on-campus, in-classroom resources to help them before they get singled out as being 
different. 
 
6) Supervised injection facilities or drug consumption facilities have been shown to 

reduce new HIV and hepatitis infections, overdose deaths, and public drug use, and 
to increase linkage to medical care and substance use treatment and save money, 
yet they remain controversial and illegal. If you are elected, what would you do to 
advocate for supervised injection sites?  

I authored SB 41 that expanded access to hypodermic needles in pharmacies. I am a 
staunch supporter of harm reduction, and believe that safe access is a huge priority in 
the battle against HIV/AIDS as well as other blood-born illnesses such as Hepatitis C. I 
believe that supervised injection facilities are critical because as a psychologist, I 
strongly believe that we should treat drug dependency as an illness rather than a crime, 
which is why with clean access to tools and supervision, we can start treating not only 
drug dependency, but also mitigate HIV/AIDS. 
 
I believe that that beyond that, there is a lack of access for many people once they 
have contracted HIV/AIDS to medical consult and treatment because of the stigma of 
this disease.  I believe that there should be expanded access to such services by 
increased funding to clinics. This would allow for more distribution of medication and 
care, and a robust hiring of medical care professionals and staff. 
 
7) Do you support repeal or reform of the Ellis Act? What would you do to fight for 

housing affordability? 

I believe that people especially in San Francisco have abused this law against tenants.  
There was good intent in the Ellis Act, but all that went out the window when 
prospectors abused their protections to wrongfully evict families such as the Lee Family 
in Chinatown just to develop property. 
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8) What kind of reform of Prop 13 is needed, if any? Would you support a split-roll 
property tax system? 

Prop 13 was sold as a means of protecting primarily senior homeowners from being 
priced out of their homes, but in fact went much further than that. As a result, our 
schools and social services have been dramatically underfunded ever since its passage. 
I believe the intent of the voters was to protect homeowners, not large corporations, 
and therefore believe a split roll is an appropriate step to take to make our tax system 
more fair so far as it does not hurt small businesses. 
 
9) What is your position on online voting? If you support, what would you do to 

implement a secure online voting system? 

I believe that although online voting would be a great way to expand accessibility to 
voting, we cannot implement that until we have a secure online voting system.  The 
recent hacking of Target is just another example of what happens with servers that are 
not secure enough, and no technological advance would be worth our elections no 
longer being both secure and anonymous.  Something as important as voting should 
not be put on such a corruptible system.  However there are other ways to update the 
antiquated systems that the Secretary of State office is working off of. 
 
Thanks to my bill establishing online voter registration, California has taken a great step 
forward in making our democracy more inclusive. Since its launch, over one million 
Californians have joined the voter rolls, the biggest single expansion since women 
gained the right to vote. I intend to continue to utilize and embrace new technology in 
order to continue to engage voters in our democracy, as well as increase the 
accessibility of the office for businesses. Currently, those seeking a business license are 
left in the lurch for months as paperwork is shuffled about. As a tech leader, California 
should be leading the way in terms of using technology to make government more 
inclusive. I intend to expand online access, and push for a transparent system so 
business owners can see where they are in the process and have a reasonable idea how 
long it will take. 
 
 

PART 2: Yes/No Questionnaire 

Please check Yes or No for each question.  

GENERAL               YES      NO 
1. Are you registered to vote as a Democrat? YES  
2. Have you ever run for elected office before? YES  
3. Do you have a campaign consultant? If so, who:  
 

Richie 
Ross  

4. Have you ever sought the Milk Club endorsement in the past? YES  
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LGBTQ ISSUES 
5. Do you fully support same-sex marriage equality? YES  
6. Do you support anti-discrimination laws for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

and transgender people?  YES  

7. Do you support including full transgender health benefits in Covered 
California health plans?  YES  

8. Do you support public funding for employment development for 
transgender individuals? YES  

 
 
TENANT, HOUSING, AND DEVELOPMENT ISSUES  

9. Do you support rent control? YES  
10. Have you ever been involved as homeowner, buyer or agent in the 

eviction of a tenant?  NO 

 
RACIAL AND IMMIGRATION JUSTICE ISSUES  

11. Do you support driver’s licenses for undocumented persons? YES  
12. Do you support localities allowing noncitizens to vote in local 

elections, including but not limited to school board? YES  

13. Do you support the protection of due process for immigrant youth 
accused of crime? YES  

14. Do you support the DREAM Act? YES  
 
 
 
SOCIAL JUSTICE, HEALTH, NIGHTLIFE AND LABOR ISSUES YES      NO 

15. Do you support capital punishment (death penalty)?  NO 
16. Do you support the decriminalization of sex work? YES  
17. Did you support Prop 35 in November 2012? YES  
18. Did you support Sen. Leno's 2013 bill (or at least the concept) to 

allow localities to allow bars to serve liquor until 4 AM? YES  

19. Do you support reducing simple drug possession from a felony to a 
misdemeanor?  YES  

20. Do you support the legalization, taxation, and regulation of adult 
recreational use of marijuana? YES  

21. Do you support a woman’s right to choose and access a safe and 
legal abortion under all circumstances? YES  

22. Have you ever crossed a union picket line or violated a union 
boycott?  NO 

23. Do you support the Domestic Workers’ Bill of Rights? YES  
 

EDUCATION AND YOUTH ISSUES 
24. Did you support AB 1266 (rights for transgender students)? YES  
25. Do you support the Common Core education standards? YES  
26. Do you support lowering the threshold to pass a local parcel tax for 

education to 55%? YES  
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ENVIRONMENTAL AND TRANSPORTATION ISSUES 

27.  Do you support California's highspeed rail 
plans? 

YES- I was the deciding vote, and 
the member that fought to 
centralize it around SF to LA 

 

28. Do you support Governor Brown's Delta 
Tunnels plan?  NO 

 
 


