
Harvey Milk LGBT Democratic Club 
Questionnaire for Candidates for June 2014

Dear Candidate,

Congratulations on officially declaring your candidacy. The Harvey Milk LGBT Democratic Club invites 
you to get to know us better as we seek to learn more about you. As we plan our endorsements for the 
2014 election cycle, your participation in our club questionnaire allows our membership to better 
understand you as a candidate – who you are, what you stand for, and what you plan to accomplish in 
office. 

There are two parts to our questionnaire this year. Part 1 is a series of short-answer questions. We 
invite you to be descriptive in this section, however, please keep your responses to under 5 sentences. 
Part 2 is a simple Yes/No questionnaire that covers a broader set of issues than Part 1. You may expand 
upon  The completed questionnaire must be returned by Noon on Friday, March 14th. E-mail all 
questionnaires to PAC Chair Alex Walker at pac@milkclub.org. Please bring at least 20 copies (printed 
front and back) of your questionnaire to our PAC interviews on Saturday, March 15. If you are 
unable to do so, please let Alex know ASAP.

We will be having our candidate interviews on Saturday, March 15 from 9 AM to 1 PM  at the 
Women's Building, 1st Floor Auditorium (18th Street between Valencia and Guerrero). Alex should 
be in touch to schedule a 15-minute slot (5 minute speech and the rest for questions and wrap-up). If 
you have any questions or to reschedule, email him at pac@milkclub.org or call him at 415-876-8254.

Good Luck,

The Harvey Milk LGBT Democratic Club
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Required Information

Full Name:  Tom Torlakson

Office Sought: State Superintendent of Public Instruction

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 21636, Concord CA 94521

Phone:  (916) 710-1368

Email: tom@tomtorlakson.com

Website: www.TomTorlakson.com

Are you a member of the Harvey Milk Club?  No.

If so, when did you first join?

Are you lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or queer (LGBTQ)?  No.

PART 1: Short-Answer Questionnaire 

1)Please describe your qualifications for the position you seek (include your key issues/priorities if elected 
and what distinguishes you from other candidates seeking the same job), plus anything else that 
you’d like our members to know about you and your candidacy.

I’m seeking re-election as State Superintendent of Public Instruction because I believe 
my experience as a public school teacher, coach, parent and legislator can continue to 
help all California children get the world-class education they deserve. 

As Democrats, we stopped the devastating budget cuts to our schools. With thousands 
of teachers losing their jobs, classrooms over-crowded and students losing music, 
drama, and sports, I began my tenure as State Superintendent by declaring a state of 
financial emergency in California’s schools. 

I helped bring teachers, parents and community leaders together to find a solution – 
and then campaigned with educators across the state to win voter approval of Prop. 
30. Working together, we cut the number of school districts in financial jeopardy in 
half. 

Our work – and the work of classroom teachers across the state – is paying off. 
Graduation rates are at an all-time high. Test scores are near their peak. And there are 
new, higher standards in place that emphasize 21st century skills of critical thinking 
and collaboration over rote memorization.

With valuable support and insight from classroom teachers, parents, students, and 
community members, we’ve begun to restore some of what our public schools have 
lost in the years of budget cuts, and refocused attention on addressing the needs of 
the whole child, including with an emphasis on healthy eating and physical fitness, as 
well as after-school and expanded learning, dropout and chronic absence prevention, 
and renewed attention on meeting the needs of California’s English language learners. 
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My work as superintendent followed a productive career in the state Legislature where 
my top priority was advancing the cause of educators and public schools. My 2006 bill 
led to the development of the largest system of after school programs in the nation. I 
also authored the Quality Education Investment Act, dedicating $3 billion to help 
educators and communities use proven methods to improve school performance. In 
addition, I played a key role in the crafting and passage of $70 billion in state school 
bond measures.

2)What are three issues/pieces of legislation that you would champion if elected to office?

My top priority is to continue to increase California’s investments in our public schools 
and our children. Proposition 30 prevented what would have been another round of 
devastating cuts to our schools, but it did not restore the billions of dollars of cuts our 
schools suffered in the aftermath of the recession. Sadly, California remains among the 
states spending the least per pupil, a fact we must change if we’re serious about 
providing all students the world-class education they deserve. If re-elected as State 
Superintendent, I will continue to use the full power of my office to advocate for the 
revenues and resources our schools need to succeed.

One of my other top priorities is to make quality early learning available to every 
California child. The research is clear: students who attend quality preschool and early 
learning programs benefit throughout their school careers. Working with education 
stakeholders, parents and others, I will strongly advocate for California to expand 
transitional kindergarten, making a quality, teacher-led program universally available 
to all students.  

Another top priority is to support California’s public schools through the successful 
transition to college and career-ready standards. As a state, we have not done enough 
to help teachers and schools learn, prepare for, and implement the new Common Core 
State Standards. We have made important progress, including our successful effort last 
year to direct $1.25 billion in new flexible funding to schools for training, instructional 
materials and education technology. In this coming year, I will seek a second round of 
this funding as a priority for the state budget, and will work with partners in the 
education coalition to achieve this goal.

In addition, a priority of my work is to focus on addressing the needs of the whole 
child, including with an emphasis on healthy eating and physical fitness, as well as 
after-school and expanded learning, dropout and chronic absence prevention, and 
renewed attention on meeting the needs of California’s English language learners. 

3)How have you been an advocate for the LGBTQ community? Please provide specific examples.

As Superintendent, I have been an outspoken advocate for protecting the rights of all 
students to receive an education in an environment safe from bullying, intimidation 
and fear. Under my leadership, the state has expanded its efforts to ensure LGBT 
students are protected from discrimination at school, including the right for 
transgender students to use facilities based on the gender they identify with.

As a member of the State Legislature, I have been a strong and consistent supporter of 
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equal civil rights for gay men, lesbians, bisexuals, transgender, and intersex people. I 
opposed Proposition 8 and have supported numerous bills that have attempted to 
mitigate the negative impacts of Proposition 22 and Proposition 8.

I have personal experience with these issues, as I noted on December 1, 2009, as a 
speaker at the 16th Annual Noche de Las Memorias and unveiling of the new names 
added to “The Wall Las Memorias" AIDS Monument, on which my brother Chris’ name 
now appears. I learned so much from my brother—and from being with my brother 
during his struggle with his sexual identity and with his sharing of this part of himself 
with his family.  

As a teacher, I understand how marriage equality impacts children. Children thrive the 
best when they are part of a stable, loving family. Children should be able to live in a 
state and nation that recognizes and validates the loving, committed relationships of 
their parents.  

Recognizing the civil rights of gay men, lesbians, bisexuals, transgender, and intersex 
community members is also an important component of providing a safe school 
environment for all of our students. That is why I have consistently supported efforts 
to safeguard our students from discriminatory practices, including co-authoring AB 
537 The California Students Safety and Violence Protection Act in 2000, supporting SB 
777 The California Civil Rights Act” in 2007 and AB 394 The Safe Place to Learn Act in 
2007.

4)LGBTQ elders face a number of challenges, including finding affordable housing, accessing health care 
and a general lack of services. Older people living with HIV face similar challenges. If you were 
elected, what would you do to help address these challenges?

I have been a leader in affordable housing issues as a City Councilmember, County 
Supervisor, and member of the State Legislature. 

I support efforts to create a dedicated revenue stream for California’s Housing Trust 
Fund. I have also fought to include affordable housing funds in state bond packages 
passed in the past decade. I believe cities and counties should have carrots, as well as 
sticks, to prod them to approve more affordable housing units. 

I have also authored legislation to strengthen protections against NIMBY objections to 
affordable housing projects. 

I also authored landmark legislation to ensure the Association of Bay Area 
Governments and the Metropolitan Transportation Commission were better 
coordinating their housing and transportation planning. I believe this model should be 
spread to other areas around California.

5)Similarly, LGBTQ youth face challenges including bullying and a high rate of homelessness if ostracized 
by their families. If you are elected, what would you do to help these youth? 

All students deserve to grow up in a loving and supportive environment, and to feel 
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safe at school. 

I have been a strong supporter of bullying prevention efforts, because I believe every 
student needs to be afforded dignity and respect. I will continue to support and 
advocate for expansion of these programs. 

6)Supervised injection facilities or drug consumption facilities have been shown to reduce new HIV and 
hepatitis infections, overdose deaths, and public drug use, and to increase linkage to medical care 
and substance use treatment and save money, yet they remain controversial and illegal. If you are 
elected, what would you do to advocate for supervised injection sites? 

I have not taken a position on this issue, which is not under the purview of my office.

7)Do you support repeal or reform of the Ellis Act? What would you do to fight for housing affordability?

While this issue is outside the scope of my duties, I am concerned about the loss of 
affordable housing in communities across California, As I noted above, I have been a 
leader in affordable housing issues as a City Councilmember, County Supervisor, and 
member of the State Legislature. I support efforts to create a dedicated revenue stream 
for California’s Housing Trust Fund. I have also fought to include affordable housing 
funds in state bond packages passed in the past decade. I believe cities and counties 
should have carrots, as well as sticks, to prod them to approve more affordable 
housing units. I have also authored legislation to strengthen protections against NIMBY 
objections to affordable housing projects. 

8)What kind of reform of Prop 13 is needed, if any? Would you support a split-roll property tax system?

While seniors and homeowners living on fixed incomes need the protection that Prop. 
13 provides, I believe all ideas to increase California’s investments in our public 
schools and our children should be on the table. Proposition 30 prevented what would 
have been another round of devastating cuts to our schools, but it did not restore the 
billions of dollars of cuts our schools suffered in the aftermath of the recession. Sadly, 
California remains among the states spending the least per pupil, a fact we must 
change if we’re serious about providing all students the world-class education they 
deserve. If re-elected as State Superintendent, I will continue to use the full power of 
my office to advocate for the revenues and resources our schools need to succeed.

9)What is your position on online voting? If you support, what would you do to implement a secure online 
voting system?

I have not taken a position on this issue, which is not under the purview of my office.

PART 2: Yes/No Questionnaire
Please check Yes or No for each question. 

GENERAL               YES       NO
1. Are you registered to vote as a Democrat? X
1. Have you ever run for elected office before?    X
1. Do you have a campaign consultant? If so, who: X 

John 
Shallman
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1. Have you ever sought the Milk Club endorsement in the past?

LGBTQ ISSUES
1. Do you fully support same-sex marriage equality? X
1. Do you support anti-discrimination laws for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

and transgender people? X

1. Do you support including full transgender health benefits in Covered 
California health plans? X

1. Do you support public funding for employment development for 
transgender individuals? X

TENANT, HOUSING, AND DEVELOPMENT ISSUES 
1. Do you support rent control? X
1. Have you ever been involved as homeowner, buyer or agent in the 

eviction of a tenant? X

RACIAL AND IMMIGRATION JUSTICE ISSUES 
1. Do you support driver’s licenses for undocumented persons? X
1. Do you support localities allowing noncitizens to vote in local 

elections, including but not limited to school board?
1. Do you support the protection of due process for immigrant youth 

accused of crime? X

1. Do you support the DREAM Act? X

SOCIAL JUSTICE, HEALTH, NIGHTLIFE AND LABOR ISSUES      YES       NO
1. Do you support capital punishment (death penalty)? X
1. Do you support the decriminalization of sex work?
1. Did you support Prop 35 in November 2012? X
1. Did you support Sen. Leno's 2013 bill (or at least the concept) to 

allow localities to allow bars to serve liquor until 4 AM?
1. Do you support reducing simple drug possession from a felony to a 

misdemeanor? 
1. Do you support the legalization, taxation, and regulation of adult 

recreational use of marijuana?
1. Do you support a woman’s right to choose and access a safe and 

legal abortion under all circumstances? X

1. Have you ever crossed a union picket line or violated a union 
boycott? X

1. Do you support the Domestic Workers’ Bill of Rights? X

EDUCATION AND YOUTH ISSUES
1. Did you support AB 1266 (rights for transgender students)? X
1. Do you support the Common Core education standards? X
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1. Do you support lowering the threshold to pass a local parcel tax for 
education to 55%? X

ENVIRONMENTAL AND TRANSPORTATION ISSUES
1.  Do you support California's high speed rail plans? X
1. Do you support Governor Brown's Delta Tunnels plan? X
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