[image: image1.png]HealthcareforAllColorado
FOUNDATION




Chapter Leader Newsletter – Vol. 1, No 9
March 31, 2014
MERCY KILLERS COLORADO TOUR (MKCT):  Over the past decade HCACF has been successful in its efforts of education and research.  Largely the education efforts have focused on sharing the compelling reasons for implementing universal health care financed by a public single payer system.  The scientific data is so compelling; however, this message has not yet gained traction.  The artful work of Michael Milligan is a gift to our organization, and his work is a gift to our Colorado residents.  The combination of art and science is necessary for developing an effective message.  The great novels and plays that demonstrate the reality of our day to day life has delivered such powerful messages.  I felt that Mercy Killers presented such a powerful message.  

MERCY KILLERS – the reason for writing the play:    Michael Milligan was affected by three events in his life that resulted in his writing the play Mercy Killers and acting in this one-man production.  

     First, his partner and fellow actress developed a serious illness that brought the problems of the American health care system to a clear reality.  Over five years her illness and health care services utilized much care, emotional effort, and money.  Getting health insurance or finding quality medical care is a constant concern for anyone who is uninsured or who isn’t covered by an employer, union or government health plan.  The rule for workers who may have multiple employers year after year presents another problem.  

     Second, while working in Washington DC, a very talented classmate of MM presented himself at his doorstep.  His classmate was homeless in DC.  He welcomed his colleague into his home.  Sadly, both physical and mental care was needed, and his health status kept him from performing his life skill.  The logical course is to find health care services at a free clinic in DC, and they proceeded in that direction.  In the initial administrative interview at the clinic his friend was asked to provide “proof of homelessness”.  The insanity of our health care system is revealed again.  Limited care is provided in a severely underfunded health care system for the uninsured.  Long story short, MM was able to connect his friend with family.  With the needed support for his social and health problems by his family, his friend and colleague finds safety.  

     A third event was a personal health problem.  While auditioning for a part in a play, MM noted the onset of severe back pain, a problem that resulted in having to interrupt his audition.   Note that he is between acting parts and had no health insurance at this time.  As any responsible person, he then consulted Web-MD.  The usual reports from this website provided the serious disease alternatives such as kidney failure including a significant death rate for this diagnosis.  The then did the next responsible evaluation, a cost-benefit analysis. The cost is estimated at $8,000 and the death rate estimated at 5%.   Since the cost is assured at a 100% rate, the only logical alternative was to take aspirin, Motrin and warm tub soaks.  The passing of a renal stone relieved the pain, but at the cost of terror with decision making.

MERCY KILLERS – a tragic love story:  Initially, the character Joe was depicted as a middle class individual in NYC.  In order to depict tragedy conflict in principles and values is necessary.  This conflict is best presented as a conservative who believes in responsibility, liberty, and self-reliance.  The contrast and conflict in values of Joe (a conservative) and his wife Jane (a hippie) is readily apparent.  A middle class individual could not bring life to the character Joe.  When Jane becomes ill with life threatening illness while not having health insurance, his basic beliefs are shattered while his emotional, social, and economic life crumbles.  The narrative of Joe and Jane clearly demonstrates the conflict of values and principles
MEDICAL ETHICS – & ethical dilemmas:  We know from our studies in medical ethics that the key ethical principles and values include beneficence, justice, truth telling, autonomy, and nonmaleficence.  We also know that ethical dilemmas occur when a conflict between these principles exist.  Throughout the narrative of the life of this couple one sees a conflict defined with each of these principles.  The gift of this play demonstrates the conflict in principles that are dear to us.  Mercy Killers is truly casted in the form of a Greek tragedy.  

WHY IS THIS PLAY SO POWERFUL?  Each of our Colorado communities has stories similar to that presented by Joe and Jane.  In Colorado we observe forty-eight (48) medical bankruptcies each day (17,520 per year).  This is a common problem in Colorado.  We are able to relate to this common problem in our communities.  The statistics and numbers put us to sleep.  Theater art is able to make the emotional connection that is needed for us to move forward with health care reform.  
ALL HCAC CHAPTERS - THANK YOU!       The purpose of HCACF is to educate and research universal health care financed by a public single payer system.  HCAC Advocacy provides the political and social action limb for our mission.  Since the movement for universal health care provided by a public single payer system is a grass roots movement, our chapters play such a key role in this effort.  MM and Mercy Killers provided both education and advocacy.  MM wrote and acted this play for mainly two reasons; 1) to educate his audience, and 2) to advocate for single payer.  Now we know why the history of MM is so important.  It provides the energy and passion to proceed with this mission.  

     Another aspect for HCACF sponsoring this event is for fund raising.  The final accounting is not yet complete, but we estimate that we cleared in excess of $6,000.00, a sum that will help us continue with our efforts to educate and research health care reform.  Once the accounting is complete, we project that 10% of the profits for each venue will be returned to the Chapters.  

     The HCAC chapters are a key to our success as a grass roots organization.  Surveys tell us that about 65% of community residents agree with government run single payer health care reform.  Our corporations and government officials just do not agree with providing citizens with their wants.  Therefore, working with our community residents and our HCAC chapters will lead to our success.  

THANK YOU AGAIN!

Tom Gottlieb

President, Health Care for All Colorado Foundation.
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