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PNHP CO Chapter Meeting – March 18, 2014
Seven members of PNHP CO met at Mount Vernon Country Club (Golden, CO) with two members meeting by TP conference.  Several questions were addressed (see attachment for minutes of the meeting):
1. Should PNHP CO confine its efforts to achieving single payer on a national basis only?  Ans: The mission is to form a national health reform program such as Improved Medicare for All.  The education and research must continue on the local and community level(s). 
2.  What is the PNHP CO position regarding the ACA and other non-single-payer health reform plans?  Ans: The ACA is a weak reform of health care insurance regulations.  It will not answer the questions of quality and cost.  A corollary question is asked.  What is the PNHP CO position regarding the Colorado Health Care cooperative when compared with single payer?   Ans: No PNHP CO position exists.  More discussion is needed by the PNHP CO membership to develop a position.
3.   Should PNHP CO continue as a part of Health Care for all Colorado Foundation?  Ans: The missions of the two organizations are similar in supporting universal health care financed by a single payer system (preferably public).  The HCAC (Advocacy) has confounded these similarities.  Preference of separate organizations (PNHP CO and HCACF) is offerred.  This issue will be pursued in the future.
4.   Define a working committee to organize PNHP CO.  Not done!

Because of the importance of the PNHP mission in health care reform, we voiced a continued effort to strengthen the PNHP movement in Colorado.
PNHP Survey – May 5, 2014

We at PNHP CO asked for help in several areas.  The responses to three areas for projects in the future are as follows:
1. PNHP CO expert presenters: PNHP CO is recruiting individuals who are prepared to educate and learn from Coloradans regarding universal health care financed by a public single payer system.  Many of our members are already active with education efforts.  We believe that the education efforts are ideally led by local community members. When PNHP CO receives inquiries for information, a referral can be made to a community expert.  See the attachment for our initial roster of presenters.
2. Student PNHP CO Chapter (charter):  At the last PNHP CO chapter meeting a suggestion was made to proceed with a student PNHP CO chapter.  We recruited for PNHP members who are interested in being involved with this project.  In my work at the UCHSC medical student program we now have a 2nd year medical student who is interested in developing this student chapter.  We also have two physicians who have volunteered to play an active role in supporting this student.  We also have the administrative support for developing a PNHP Student chapter.  We are hopeful to have this program launched within the next ½ year.
3.   A book writing project:  It would be helpful to write a “book” dealing with the future of health care in Colorado.  No interest was found in relation to this project.  

A Comparison of Single Payer with the ACA and the Colorado Health Care Cooperative:  Active health care reform efforts continue in Colorado.
1. Currently, the ACA is being implemented starting in 2014.  Connect for Health Colorado is the insurance exchange that is also known as the insurance market place.
2.   A cooperative, Colorado HealthOP, is an indemnity insurance program that competes with other private insurance companies.
3.    The Colorado Health Care Cooperative (CHCC) is a proposed health care reform effort that is a private insurance product.
4. Health Care for All Colorado Foundation (HCACF) educates and researches universal health care financed by a public single payer system.
5.  AND PNHP National and PNHP CO continue to educate, research, and advocate for a national universal health care system financed by a public single payer.

We at PNHP continue to recognize that the goals defined by the Triple Aim have not yet been met with the Colorado efforts up to this point.  

The conversation regarding the need for reform of financing in health care services is elevated by all of these efforts.  This conversation is good.  However, confusion regarding some of these efforts occurs.   A National PNHP document compares Single Payer with the ACA.  There is much interest in the proposed Colorado Health Care cooperative.    Health Care for All Colorado Foundation (HCACF) compares the SP with the ACA and the CHCC effort.  Much of this work has been done in consultation with national leaders in health care reform.  (See attachment)
Annual Meeting & Leadership Training

New Orleans | November 14-15, 2014

The Annual Meeting is on November 15, 2014 with the Leadership Training preceding it on November 14. The agenda is forthcoming.


All events will be held at the Hampton Inn and Suites, 1201 convention center Blvd. in New Orleans.   Reservations can be made by calling 1-866-311-1200.


Students interested in attending the meeting may apply for support from the Nicholas Skala Student Health Activist Fund. Please help support PNHP's student outreach programs by making a donation.  


Register TODAY!

Letters:  All contributions and letters to the PNHP CO Newsletter are welcome.  Publication will be considered by an editorial board.  
Join, Renew or Donate to PNHP

 PNHP is a 501c3 organization. Membership dues and contributions are tax deductible.  Go to:
http://www.pnhp.org/join_renew_donate
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