
       Health Care for All Colorado Foundation 

        Board Meeting Minutes, May 18, 2020 

 

Present via Conference Call: Michele Swenson, Donna Smith, Robert Messman, Shelley Cohen, Tom 

Gottlieb, Elinor Christensen, Vince Markovchick & Susan Gilbert (Administrative Director) 

Absent: Eldon Van Der Wege 

 

Meeting called to order by co-president Donna Smith at 3:01 p.m. 

 

April Meeting Minutes approved unanimously. 

 

Financial Report 

TG: There is a need to look at financial reports monthly and create a brief summary. Tom did not have 

time to do that. 

TG: With Robert’s resignation, DS & TG (executive committee) reviewed resignation and the need to 

address Treasurer position. Tom volunteered to cover as Treasurer, contacted GWBank, and put 

together a plan after talking to Robert. Tom contacted Lisa H. (contact at GWB Lakewood) & Sandy 

Kemper after papers compiled. 

RM: All but one Treasury Bill matured,  ~ $50,000. 

MS: Would like to see simplification of financial reports, for greater ease of cross-referencing quarterly 

reports. 

 

Office Report 

SG: Susan retrieved mail at office last week - rebate check; dividend check from Pinnacol; donation 

check. Should receive a King Soopers rebate check soon. No longer have key access to office; there is 

keypad access on door with 1 access number for HCACF. Limit of 5-6 people in office at one time, 

must wear masks. Need to schedule any office visit. 

 

Board Convened in Executive Session - Consideration of RM’s resignation, withdrawal of resignation 

from Board 

Robert requests to remain on the board, to continue as HCACF treasurer. 

 

PNHI - ‘The Best Health Insurance Plan’ - Financial Plan for Implementation of Single Payer Health 

Insurance 

TG: Eldon and Tom have put together a 42-page business plan for SP. 

TG: The Financial Plan is intended to simplify U.S. fragmented HC. As the Medicare Act does for over-

65, the plan aims to do the same for under-65. Recognizing the value of Eldon’s contribution, Tom will 

continue to work with Eldon. Tom will continue on the Board, working on the financial plan. His tenure 

as co-president will end in June. 

TG: Suggest that there be consensus for board decision-making, i.e, one vote would shelve support. 

DS: Request that Tom talk to Eldon, let him know that the Board response represents the need for more 

time for review, not a rejection of the 42-page Financial Plan document. 

EC: There can co-exist different perspectives of finance. Financing is going to ultimately depend on 

Congress and other variables. 

DS: Congress routinely rewrites bills, including financing policy. 

EC: If enough ideas are presented, something may get picked up. 

TG: The board tabled discussion of the financial plan last month. 

MS: Michele plans to continue to help edit the 42-page document for readability, will work with Tom to 

write a narrative based on the Financial Plan. 



 

Education about Single Payer, Financing 

VM: There is a need to address education. Vince had a discussion with Ranger about how to pursue 

educational opportunities. The only means currently to do education is via ZOOM, which works very 

well. Do we want to invite Ranger to serve on the HCACF board? 

TG: Recommend inviting him to sit in on board meetings to see if he feels comfortable. 

TG: How are we going to educate about financing SP? J. Nicholson always asks: How are we going to 

pay for SP? How do we move forward, to deal with differences of opinion? 

EC: The pandemic illustrates the need to put forward educational material about SP. 

VM: Relaying the concept of the need for health care reform takes 1-1/2 hours. The complexity of 

financing is difficult to talk about, requires a 2-hour presentation. Can we target business, perhaps give 

a concise presentation? Ranger says SP is seen as a Democratic party issue, therefore Chambers of 

Commerce oppose it. 

TG: It is possible to present the subject of defragmentation & simplification of health care, eliminating 

administrative costs, etc. as an introduction. To get into details can take 4 hours. 

TG: Financial Paper – Tom does not represent the paper as coming from HCACF, but rather from 

PNHI. 

RM: Financing is the whole deal for businesses. There is a need to make a case for feasibility to 

business. Chambers of Commerce have been told SP will cost more. 

EC: Can Chuck Penachio talk to Robert about cost? He has a lot of information. 

DS: Richard Master is working with Business on SP. 

 

HCAC/HCACF Event Plans 

EC: June 6 Zoom HCAC meeting. Each U.S. Senate candidate on ballot is invited to speak. 

TG: Either Donna or Tom will give 3-minute presentation about the status of HCACF. 

EC: HCAC board is inviting Rep. Jayapal to do a ZOOM presentation at her convenience. 

DS: There is the need to work on annual meeting next month. Could we present something like a TED 

talk? 

 

Meeting adjourned by DS at 4:26 p.m. 

 

Next HCACF Board Meeting: June 15, 2020                      

 

Minutes submitted by Michele Swenson 


