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Welcome to this month’s e-newsletter for HCCA sharing community news from Hotwells, 

Cliftonwood, Spike Island and wider Bristol. If you wish to contribute to our next bulletin, 

please send us a short paragraph and link/s where relevant by 30thJune.  Visit our website for 
more! 
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1. Piazza. Last year the Cumberland Piazza got an RHS and South East in Bloom 'Thriving' 

award from Britain in Bloom. This year we want to raise it to the highest level of 'Outstanding'. 

The judging is in July and we'd love your help with some weeding, planting, and painting. If 

you're able to help, do come along on any or all of the following dates: 

• Wednesday 14th June  11-3pm 

• Friday 30th June   3.30-6.30pm 

• Saturday 1st July     11-4pm                    

• Friday 7th July      3.30-6.30pm 

2. Avonquay House. Still waiting for a decision. Councillor Asher Craig was briefed 

on  25th May and it was hoped that a decision would be made then. However we now learn that 

it has to go to the Council’s Executive Board – which we think might be the Cabinet which 

meets on the 13th. Maybe we will know more after that! Keep up to date 

with https://www.facebook.com/avonquay 



3. Bristol Trees. You may have noticed some additional trees in the area – at least 29 by our 

count. This is as a result of the work done in the Neighbourhood Partnership’s Environment 

Sub Group and the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) money that is available to the 

Partnership. As mentioned last month the Council’s budget for trees is to be cut drastically 

from £240,000 to £53,000. We wonder what will happen to “our” trees. The Council have also 

decided that for the time being there will be no planting or replanting of trees. 

See http://www.bristoltreeforum.org/2017/05/10/bristols-trees-in-crisis/  and 

/or http://www.bristolpost.co.uk/news/bristol-news/flood-safety-fear-council-slash-33426  

We believe, like many others, that this is a bad and short sighted decision. You might like to 

make your views known to your Councillors. 

4. Election. We regret that we have not managed to organise a hustings for these elections. 

This is not because we consider them unimportant – they are very important -. Coming right on 

top of the Metro Mayor elections and with so little time to prepare and organise it was not 

possible. We shall do our best to ensure that hustings are organised in the future. 

 

5. Avon Crescent/Ashton Avenue safe shared space BCC Director of Transport Peter Mann 

has written to residents in Avon Crescent and Ashton Avenue to say that re-rerouting in both 

directions (rather than northbound only) is not going to happen because there could be traffic 

tailbacks from the new Metrobus traffic lights. Residents of Avon Crescent and Ashton 

Avenue are convinced that the safest option for locals and visitors alike is to re-route the traffic 

away from our streets in both directions. We believe that the current Metrobus plans could 

increase congestion, pollution and endanger cyclists and pedestrians and we will continue to 

campaign strongly for a safe space for all road users. 

6. 505 Bus.  We still have no certain information on the details for this service. We know some 

are anxious about the service’s future, so any information you might know of would be helpful. 

7. Clifton Suspension Bridge – Volunteers required. The Bridge relies on a team of 

volunteers to welcome visitors, lead tours, conduct research and assist the education team. 

They are looking to expand their  volunteer team. If you fancy the idea of doing voluntary work 

for the Bridge do apply. More details at:https://www.cliftonbridge.org.uk/visit/volunteer-with-

us     or emailgetinvolved@cliftonbridge.org.uk 

8. YoBikes. Just in case you haven’t already noticed, Bristol’s version of the Boris Bike is 

yellow and goes by the name of YoBike. The main difference of the YoBike is that it requires 

the use of a phone app to help you locate one if you need to find one and to unlock and lock 

the bike. One of the advantages is that people can pick up and use the bike from wherever it is 

left and park it anywhere reasonable at the end of the ride. There are of course charges that go 

with the use of the bikes. More information 

at:  https://yobike.co.uk/ and http://www.bikeradar.com/road/news/article/yo-bike-rental-

49963/ 



9. Cycle Challenge.  Break the Cycle takes place on Sunday 18 June and is made up of three 

different routes – Bronze (35 miles), Silver (65 miles) and Gold (100 miles). ‘Are You Game?’ is 

offering free entry for 100 people for the event’s Bronze 35-mile route. To sign up for the Break 

the Cycle challenge, go to their website,http://www.breakthecyclechallenge.co.uk, and you 

can select the ‘Are You Game?’ option when asked which route you want to ride. This is all 

associated with  the City of Sport and their website has over 70 different free taster sessions to 

choose from with more to be added as the summer goes on. For more information 

try  www.bristolcityofsport17.co.uk/are-you-game 

10. Neighbourhood Partnership. The last Neighbourhood Partnership, in its current format at 

least, will take place at 7pm in City Hall. Being optimistic, those involved are planning to 

continue the work that has taken place to date on environmental issues, traffic and transport 

plans and other amenity and social improvements. If you are interested in providing support in 

any form to the new Partnership – whatever form it might take then please contact Fraser 

Bridgeford at: fraser.bridgeford@btinternet.com 

11. Neighbourhood Partnership Environment Group is looking for new projects to consider 

and new members to help. Projects to date have included; tree planting, step handrails, 

upgrading of park pathways and lighting, removal of graffiti and graffiti prevention, creation of 

new /replacement playground / play equipment, education of traders on the use of 'A' boards, 

installation of historical interpretation signage and  provision of youth facilities. If you have 

ideas for projects anywhere in the Neighbourhood Partnership area then do send in your ideas 

to us and we will ensure that they get considered. If you would like to help in this work please 

contact the Chair of the Partnership Fraser Bridgeford at: fraser.bridgeford@btinternet.com 

12. Bristol Festival of Nature 10-11 June.  Celebrate the Natural World, enjoy live music, 

sample local produce and much more. Information at:http://www.bnhc.org.uk/festival-of-

nature/bristol-festival-nature/ 

13. Future of Ashton Court Mansion. We understand that the Civic Society want to establish 

a working group to consider a sustainable future for the building. If you are interested to 

participate in this please contact the Civic Society.http://bristolcivicsociety.org.uk/contact-

us.html 

14. Clean Air Zone/s. The Government was recently made, by the courts, to publish its policy 

on the implementation of clean air zones. Now maybe  the time to contact the Mayor and/or 

your local Councillors urging a bold local implementation of a policy supported by the whole 

Council. Poor air quality is responsible for a lot of premature deaths. To contact the Mayor 

use:  https://www.bristol.gov.uk/en_US/mayor 

15. Ashton Avenue Bridge.  At long last this bridge is open again to cyclists and pedestrians. 

When it will be open for the Metro Bus is anyone’s guess. If anyone wants to send in their 

guess we’ll publish all we receive and then see who is closest! 



16. Triathlon 11th June. Swimming in the Cumberland Basin, cycling and running along the 

Portway. More information to be found at http://tribristol.org/ for road closure details 

see roadclosure@tribristol.org if you have any queries you can also contact Carl Proctor, Road 

Closure Officer on 07830 303269 

17. Life Cycle wins Queens Award for Voluntary Service. Congratulations to Life Cycle who 

win this prestigious award given to groups across the UK to recognise outstanding work done 

by volunteers in their communities. The judges were particularly impressed by the exceptional 

contribution of volunteers to Life Cycle’s tandem project, Two’s Company.  Annually around 50 

people volunteer to cycle at the front of Life Cycle’s tandems enabling blind and visually 

impaired people to experience the joy and freedom cycling offers.  During 2016 Life Cycle’s 

sighted volunteer front riders gave 1400+ hours of their time to Two’s Company.  The project 

is completely dependent on the time, skill and dedication of volunteers, and couldn’t function 

without them. 

	  


