
Harris County Republican Party 
Minutes of the Executive Organizational Committee Meeting 

July 12, 2014 
The Organizational meeting of the Executive Committee of the Harris County Republican Party was held Saturday July 
12, 2014 at the Norris Conference Center , 816 Town & Country St., Ste. 210; Houston, TX 77024 with County Chairman 
Paul Simpson presiding.  The Chair called the meeting to order at 10:13 a.m.  Trebor Gordon, Co-Chaplain, opened with 
the invocation.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Al Hoang, candidate for State Rep 149, and the Pledge to the Texas 
flag was led by Morad Fiki, candidate State Rep 137.  Hope Johnson led the National Anthem.   The Oath of Office was 
given by State Supreme Court Justice, Eva Guzman to the newly elected Chairman and then to the newly elected 
Precinct Chairs.  The Chair appointed Cathy O’Briant as Temporary Secretary, Felicia Cravens as Parliamentarian.  The 
rules were suspended by motion, seconded and passed to allow a non member to speak.  U.S. Senator Ted Cruz spoke 
by video and Texas Chairman of the Republican Party of Texas Steve Munisteri spoke encouraging the body to continue 
at the grass root level to elect Republicans in the November election.  Temporary Secretary certified that with 448 
Precinct Chairs on the roll, 112 were needed to do business and 112 to elect new Precinct Chairs.  There were 239 
present. (SEE EXHIBIT “A”). 

NEW BUSINESS 
The Chair stated the meeting would follow Robert’s Rules of Order and explained the procedures for recognition and 
addressing the body at the microphones.   
Travis Bryan moved to appoint Angelina Goodman and Jeffrey Larson as Precinct Chairs in their vacant precincts.  
Melanie Flowers was added to the motion to serve as Precinct Chair to her vacant precinct.  Motion was seconded and 
passed.   These and others that missed the previous swearing in were sworn into office of Precinct Chair. 
Josh Flynn moved to accept the previous By-Laws of 2012-2014 to be the By-Laws of 2014-2016 with one amendment in 
Article III Section 2 B to strike the words “of the Executive Committee.” and was seconded.  Doug Markham moved to 
amend the By-Laws to add at the end of Article IX Section 2 “Only Precinct Chairs who may vote on a ballot measure or 
candidate are eligible to vote to endorse or oppose a ballot measure or candidate”.  The amendment was seconded and 
tabled.  The motion to adopt the Rules as presented was passed. 
Nominations for Secretary were opened.  Dave Riddle nominated Cathy O’Briant and was seconded.  There were no 
other nominations.  Cathy O’Briant was elected unanimously as Harris County Republican Party Secretary. 
Suzanne Davis moved to approve the appointments of the Chair for Vice Chairman – Susanna Dokupil; Legal Counsel – 
Ed Hubbard; Sergeant at Arms- Joe Ablaza.  Seconded and passed. 
Finance Report was presented by Treasurer Cindy Siegel.   
The Chair relinquished the chair to the Vice-Chair.   

1. Resolution Honoring Jared Woodfill was moved by Paul Simpson and seconded.  Resolution passed. (SEE EXHIBIT “B”) 

The Chairman re-assumed the Chair. 
Motion was made by Tom Bazan to restrict the reading of Resolutions to be only the Title and Be It Resolved sections 
except for the Resolution on Stan Stanart and seconded. Modified to include only the Resolutions of which a copy was 
provided.  Motion was adopted as modified. 

2. Resolution in Support of Israel to Defend Herself was moved by Bonnie Lugo, seconded and passed.  (SEE EXHIBIT “C”) 

3. Resolution of the  Harris County Republican Party  of Texas to Protect the Health, Safety, and Security of Our 
Citizens and Community and Providing for Other matters Related to the Subject was moved by  Bonnie Lugo 

Motion was made by Matthew Bernstein to table all resolutions that are not provided to all of the body or presented on 
the screen.  It was seconded and failed.  Motion to amend by Greg Aydt to strike page 2, first paragraph.  Seconded and 
failed.  Resolution passes.  (SEE EXHIBIT “D”)  

4. Resolution to Applaud Stan Stanart was moved by Beth Akin, seconded and passed.  (SEE EXHIBIT “E”) 

5. Resolution Opposing the Houston Equal Rights Ordinance was moved by Travis Bryan and seconded.    
Typographical error was amended and resolution passed.  (SEE EXHIBIT “F”) 

Senatorial District Committee members were elected as listed. The Chair announced his appointments and they were 
approved.   
Motion to adjourn at 4:03 p.m. seconded and passed. 
 
_____________________________________   _________________________________________ 
Party Secretary       Party Chairman 
Approved (Exhibit on file at County Headquarters) 
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To: Harris County Republican Party Executive Committee 
 
From: Paul Simpson, Harris County Republican Party Chair 
 
Re:  2014 Harris County Republican Executive Committee Organizational Meeting 
 
Organizational Meeting Notice:  This is your official notice for the Organizational Meeting of the 
Harris County Republican Party Executive Committee for 2014-2016.  The meeting will take place on 
Saturday, July 12, 2014 at the Norris Conference Center at CityCentre in Houston, Texas.  
This is a new location, for this meeting only. 
 
Location: CityCentre is at the southeast corner of I-10 and Beltway 8. Parking for the Conference 
Center is on the third level of the garage.  Enter from the northbound Beltway 8 feeder (easier) or the 
I-10 feeder (harder). Doors to the Norris Conference Center are on the south side of the garage. 
 
About the Organizational Meeting:  The Executive Committee, established by Texas law, consists 
of the County Chair plus all Precinct Chairs elected in the primary or previously appointed by the rest 
of the Executive Committee. A new Executive Committee thus takes office every two years and has 
to organize itself. So our initial order of business includes adopting new Bylaws. The 2012-2014 
Rules Committee proposed adopting substantially the same Bylaws in effect before. 
 
If the proposed bylaws are adopted, this meeting will consist of two parts: the meeting of the entire 
Harris County Executive Committee, followed by caucuses by Texas State Senate Districts to elect 
SD Chairs and Committee members. The following is the agenda for this meeting:  
 

AGENDA 
HARRIS COUNTY REPUBLICAN PARTY 

2014 ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 
Norris Conference Center @ CityCentre 

816 Town & Country St., Ste. 210 Houston, TX 77024 
Saturday, July 12, 2014 

9:00am – Registration & beverage service 
10:00am – Call to Order 

1. Invocation / Pledges of Allegiance / National Anthem 
2. Introduction and Certification of Quorum 
3. Swearing–in Ceremony 
4. Adoption of 2014-2016 Bylaws 
5. Election of Secretary 
6. Other New Business 
7. Senate District Caucuses 
8. Adjournment 
9. Boxed lunch (provided) / Breakout Training Sessions 
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Bylaws for 2014-2016:  The 2012-2014 Rules Committee recommended adopting the latest version 
of the prior bylaws, with a minor change: as now required by Texas law (Election Code §171.024), to 
provide that precinct chair vacancies be filled by a majority vote when a quorum is present. The 
proposed Bylaws are included with this Notice. (Note: this draft refers to holding the Organizational 
Meeting after terms of office begin in April or May. This is outdated, because the Legislature moved 
the runoff to late May. Republican Party of Texas Rules now require this meeting to take place before 
the end of July.) If those bylaws are adopted largely as proposed, the following business will proceed: 
 

• Entire Executive Committee: Elect Party Secretary; approve County Chairman’s 
appointments (Vice-Chairman, Sergeant-at-Arms, Legal Counsel, & committee appointments). 

• SD Caucuses: Each Senatorial District will caucus separately in a designated room in the 
Norris Conference Center after the whole Executive Committee meets. Each caucus will elect 
a Senatorial District Chair, who must be a precinct chair from that Senatorial District. The 
caucus must then elect representatives to various Standing Committees. Below are general 
descriptions of Committee roles and membership; a fuller description is in the draft Bylaws. 
Note that three committees require precinct chairs as members, while the rest do not: 

Standing 
Committee General Description 

Pct. 
Chair 
Only? 

Number of Committee Members  
from 

Senatorial District 
SD
4 

SD
6 

SD
7 

SD
11 

SD
13 

SD
15 

SD
17 

SD
18 

Accounting 
Review 

Determine proper accounting controls, 
procedures, & compliance are in effect; 
prepare biennial report 

Yes 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Ballot 
Security 

Recruit & train election judges, poll 
watchers, & others to protect integrity 
and veracity of election process 

No 1 1 2 1 1 2 2 1 

Candidates 
Investigate and report qualifications of 
non-judicial Harris County GOP 
candidates 

No 1 1 2 1 1 2 2 1 

Local 
Government 

Evaluate propositions, bond issues, 
governmental charters/by-laws 
changes, tax changes, and ordinances 

No 1 1 2 1 1 2 2 1 

Military 
Partnership 

Strengthen relationships between 
Republican Party and GOP candidates 
with military personnel and veterans 

No 1 1 2 1 1 2 2 1 

Rules Consider changes to Bylaws / Rules Yes 1 1 2 1 1 2 2 1 

Training and 
Development 

Train Republican activists to organize 
and win elections, including precinct 
organization and operations 

No 1 1 2 1 1 2 2 1 

Vacancy 
Seek, recruit, interview, and 
recommend persons to fill Precinct 
Chair vacancies 

Yes 1 1 2 1 1 2 2 1 

RESOLUTIONS: Resolutions must be in writing, include the author’s name, and (1) be delivered to Party 
headquarters at least two business days before the meeting for inclusion into members’ packets, or 
(2) have 250 copies delivered to the County Chair or his representative before the Call to Order. 



3 
 

 
 

Introduction and Update 
 
Our Harris County Republican Party has a storied history and a promising future. I attended 
my first Executive Committee as a precinct chair over 24 years ago and remain ever excited 
about our potential. As the new County Chair, I hope you are as energized as I am about the 
opportunities awaiting us as Republicans in Harris County. 
 
We have seen the Republican Party grow over decades to be dominant in Harris County. 
Recent years have witnessed a rapidly evolving County and an ever-changing political 
landscape. To grow the Republican Party, keep pace with explosive growth in Harris County, 
and adapt to the changing environment while remaining true to our core principles, we have 
many changes in store: a new headquarters, new programs, new finances, new committees, 
new offices, new website, new technology, and even a new logo, to name a few. 
 
Over the last few months, I have met, planned, and worked with many of you as part of my 
Connection Tour through the 24 Texas House Districts in Harris County. We have exchanged 
concerns, analyzed challenges, generated proposals and solutions, and begun mapping out 
strategies for the future of our Party. We will strive to implement many of your suggestions 
and ideas in the coming months and years. 
 
As part of the planning and transition process, I also asked the outgoing Senatorial District 
Chairs and Committee Chairs to report on their accomplishments over the last two years and 
to recommend improvements for the future. Senatorial District 6 Chair Larry Bowles gave 
helpful feedback, and the outgoing Chairs of the Accounting Review, Local Government, 
Outreach, Training and Development, Vacancy, and Young Leadership Committees (Ralph 
Fite, Dan Comstock, Artemio Muniz, Peggy Lindow, Richard Dillon, and Chelsea Chapman) 
provided reports. Thanks to all of them for sharing their thoughts and insights. I will also be 
happy to review other past SD and Committee Chairs’ suggestions if they provide such 
reports, and will recommend that appropriate Committees take them under advisement. 
 
I look forward to working with all of you as we build a professional County Party focused on 
the grassroots. My goal is that every GOP precinct chair be the most influential leader in his 
or her precinct. Working together, unified, we can make the Harris County Republican Party a 
model for the nation of what an urban Republican Party can achieve. Together, we will 
succeed. Onward! 
 
Paul Simpson 
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 Approved 
 7/12/14 
 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF ISRAEL TO DEFEND HERSELF 
 
WHEREAS, Hamas have joined with Fatah and governs the Gaza Strip; and 
 
WHEREAS, in less than two weeks rockets have been fired at Israeli cities from Gaza, aimed deliberately 
at civilian targets: 

• 450+ rockets since start of Operation Protective Edge 
• 700+ rockets since June 30, 2014 
• rockets launched at Jerusalem and Tel Aviv 
• Hamas launched towards Dimona nuclear power plant 
• launching attacks by terror tunnels and by sea; and 

 
WHEREAS, these unprovoked rocket attacks from the terrorist group Hamas continues to relentlessly 
disrupt more than 6 million Israelis (3/4 of Israel’s population); and 
 
WHEREAS, Israel has consistently pursed peace and Hamas has repeatedly continued its policy of terror 
and violence against the Israeli people; and 
 
WHEREAS, due to these continued attacks Israeli families have been forced into shelters, family life 
disrupted, communities have been harmed, and businesses are suffering; and 
 
WHEREAS, Hamas is violating international law and engaging in war crimes as their militants launch 
rockets indiscriminately at civilians from civilian areas, and hide in civilian infrastructures including 
mosques, schools and hospitals.  Instead of keeping its citizens out of harm’s way, Hamas encourages 
and even forces Gazans to join the violent resistance against Israel.  Additionally, Hamas has begun to 
use human shields; and 
 
WHEREAS, Israel is one of America’s most faithful allies; and 
 
WHEREAS, Genesis 12:3 states, “And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: 
and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Harris County Republican Party of Texas supports Israel’s right to 
defend herself against these unprovoked rocket attacks and requests an immediate stop to the firing of 
rockets upon Israel. 
 
SUBMITTED BY: 
BONNIE LUGO, BHA 
PRECINCT CHAIR 0223 
SREC COMMITTEEWOMAN, SD13 
 



5 
 

 
 Approved
 7/12/14 

 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE HARRIS COUNTY REPUBLICAN PARTY (HCRP) OF TEXAS TO PROTECT THE 
HEALTH, SAFETY, AND SECURITY OF OUR CITIZENS AND COMMUNITY AND PROVIDING FOR OTHER 

MATTERS RELATED TO THE SUBJECT 
 
WHEREAS, the citizens of Harris County, Texas recognize their duty as law-abiding citizens to act in accordance with 
the U.S. Constitution and the Texas Constitution, and agree that their right to life, liberty, and property shall not be 
infringed; and 
 
WHEREAS, the federal government has failed to protect the homeland in accordance with Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. 
Constitution, Texas has the right and obligation to protect its citizens in accordance with Article 1, Section 1 of the Texas 
Constitution: 

Freedom and Sovereignty of State. Texas is a free and independent State, subject only to the Constitution 
of the United States, and the maintenance of our free institutions and the perpetuity of the Union depend 
upon the preservation of the right of local self-government, unimpaired to all the States.  

 
And is supported by Article 1, Section 29 of the Texas Constitution: 

Provisions of Bill of Rights Excepted from Powers of Government; To Forever Remain Inviolate. To 
guard against transgressions of the high powers herein designated, we declare that everything in this 
(Texas) "Bill of Rights" is excepted out of the general powers of government, and shall forever remain 
inviolate, and all laws contrary thereto, or to the following provisions, shall be void.  

 
WHEREAS, the citizens of Harris County, Texas are greatly concerned regarding the ongoing massive influx of illegal 
aliens seeking unauthorized entry to the United States; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is estimated that more than 90,000 minors will arrive in the United States during the 2014 fiscal year and 
an additional 145,000 illegal alien minors in 2015 fiscal year, with most expected to remain in Texas cities and 
communities; and 
 
WHEREAS, the leaders of Harris County Republican Party question the impact that the sudden influx of school-age 
illegal minors will have on our Independent School Districts’ (ISD) educational funding, school resources, campus 
security, and health safety for our children; and 
 
WHEREAS, health advisories report that many illegal aliens suffering from diseases endemic in their countries of origin 
are being released into our communities; and 
 
WHEREAS, the federal government is actively seeking more locations within Texas towns and counties to accommodate 
the unprecedented overflow of illegal aliens and unaccompanied minors; and 
 
WHEREAS, the increasing volume of illegal aliens is already bankrupting some cities and counties in the State of Texas 
by overwhelming the local medical, educational, law enforcement, and judicial systems; and 
 
WHEREAS, members of dangerous transnational criminal organizations and radical Islamic terror groups continue to 
exploit the situation to infiltrate the United States for the purpose of establishing criminal activity, terror cells, and 
training operations within our homeland; and 
 
WHEREAS, without a secure border Texas cities and communities cannot protect the health and safety of their citizens; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE T RESOLVED BY THE HARRIS COUNTY REPUBLICAN PARTY OF TEXAS, that the 
HCRP of Texas are requesting that all agencies of the City of Houston and Harris County refuse requests or directives by 
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federal agencies to permit or establish any facility for the purposes of processing, housing, or detaining any illegal aliens, 
designated as “refugee” or otherwise. 
 
That in order to control the potential threat of communicable diseases reported to be prevalent among illegal aliens, all 
appropriate agencies of the City of Houston and Harris County are requested to prudently exercise the County’s police 
power in any manner necessary to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Harris County. 
 
We hereby appeal to our state legislators and elected officials for action and accountability to urgently address the 
continuing influx of illegal aliens across our border. 
 

• Through State executive and legislative actions demand that the Federal government provide additional 
resources for new and/or existing Border Patrol checkpoints, and employ a contiguous physical barrier 
where strategically prudent. 
 
• Demand the Texas State Legislature to enhance state smuggling and human trafficking laws, and 
provide civil liability protections for Texan land owners against criminal trespassers. 
 
• Demand the Texas State Legislature abolishes any and all state-controlled or sponsored magnets that 
exacerbate the problem of rampant illegal immigration, such as (but not limited to): in-state tuition 
subsidies, welfare benefits, and free non-emergency health care for illegal aliens. 
 
• Require the State to perform a cost/benefit analysis of the illegal alien presence and report that cost to 
Texas taxpayers and state agencies. 

• Pass legislation to prohibit “sanctuary cities” which restrict law enforcement from determining the 
immigration status of detainees after the commission of a crime within our communities. 

 
That civic responsibility demands that community and state leaders begin crisis planning immediately to address the 
unprecedented wave of foreign minor school age children that could be enrolled in Texas schools this summer; and 
 
That the City of Houston and Harris County, call on other communities and jurisdictions to join with us in this action by 
passing similar Resolutions. 
 
That copies of this Resolution be immediately transmitted to the Mayor of Houston and other Harris County governments; 
as well as the Governor of the State of Texas; the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
of Texas’ legislature; each individual legislator that represents our City of Houston and Harris County; the 
Commissioner’s Court of Harris County; and the Sheriff of Harris County. 
 
SUBMITTED BY BONNIE LUGO 
ADAPTED FROM CITY COUNCIL MEMBER HEIDI THIESS, LEAGUE CITY 
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Approved 7/12/14 

 
RESOLUTION  TO APPLAUD STAN STANART 

Submitted  by 
Members of Citizen Action Workshop 

 
WHEREAS:  ,  Weeklong early voting sites where individuals can vote at their convenience have 
permanently affected the outcomes on both Election Day, and the run-off Election Day. 

 
WHEREAS:   Precinct Judges, Alternate Judges and clerks are in effect volunteers who enjoy working the 
polls.  All would agree that when you build it and nobody comes, the enjoyment ceases.  This is becoming 
increasingly true with regard to low turnout on the specific day set aside for citizens to vote. 

 
WHEREAS:    Following the November 2012 Election cycle Stan Stanart was apprised of the almost non-
existent voting volume even in areas where multiple precincts were clustered.  This is clearly a waste of both 
manpower and our collective tax dollars. 

 
WHEREAS:  Stan Stanart listened to the concerns the workers expressed both about low voter turnout, and 
the inordinate expenses involved in holding those elections when no one shows up 
to vote.  He made changes.  He clumped more precincts together, and for this we thank him.   He 
rightly believed that while we may not be able to control the volume of voters, we appreciate the multiple 
precincts being grouped.  By combining multiple precincts, hundreds of thousands of tax dollars were saved.  
The workers went away with a sense of satisfaction having put in a productive day. 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:    That the Republican Party ofHarris County endorse the cost saving 
efforts and actions of Stan Stanart, and applaud him for his ability to produce well run elections. 

 
BE IT FURTHER  RESOLVED:  That Harris County Chairman Paul Simpson post this adopted 
resolution to the Party's  web page. 

 
Respectfully  submitted,  

"Beth" Akin   pet. 0297 
Mike Bercu    pet. 0489 
Don Berndt    pet. 0564 
Sarah Huynh   pet. 0567 
Jim McSpadden   pet. 0727 
Evan Norton   pet. 0430 
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Approved	  7.12.14	  

Resolution in support of repealing Mayor Parker’s unequal agenda. 
 
 
“The Harris County Republican Party officially opposes Mayor Parker’s “Equal Rights 

Ordinance” that elevates the agenda of the LGBT community above the safety of our 

women and children, as well as threatens basic religious freedoms. Furthermore, the Harris 

County Republican Party specifically supports the referendum to repeal said ordinance in 

the City of Houston on the ballot in November.” 

 
Submitted by: 
Josh Flynn, Pct Chair 0407 
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resolution honoring 

JARED WOODFILL 
for his service to the  

harris county republican party

WHEREAS, Jared Woodfill served with distinction and honor as Harris County Republican Party Chairman from 
2002 to 2014; and

WHEREAS, Jared Woodfill led our Party through many elections in which record numbers of voters participated in 
Republican primary elections and Harris County Republicans were victorious; and

WHEREAS, Jared Woodfill has ardently defended our Party’s platform and principles on sanctity of life, preservation 
of traditional marriage and family values, and our nation’s Constitution;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Executive Committee of the Harris County Republican Party 
recognizes and offers its thanks and gratitude to Jared Woodfill for his loyal and devoted service to our Party and look 
forward to working with him in the future in advancing our conservative Republican principles.

– Resolution Offered by Paul Simpson, Chairman, Harris County Republican Party
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Approved 7.12.14




