
 
 
 
 
 

 
AGENDA 

Harris County Republican Party 
Quarterly Executive Committee Meeting 

Monday, February 6, 2017 

 
Harris County Republican Party Headquarters 
7232 Wynnwood Lane, Houston, Texas 77008 

 
6:00 pm: Refreshments – Sponsored by Commissioner R. Jack Cagle - Harris County 

Precinct 4 
 
6:15 pm: SD 7 Caucus: Vacancy Committee  
  SD 13 Caucus: SD Chair 

SD 13 Caucus: Training and Development Committee 
  SD 17 Caucus: Ballot Security Committee  
        
7:00 pm:  Call to Order 
 

1. Invocation / Pledges of Allegiance / National Anthem 

2.  Certification of Quorum 

3. Review and Approval of Minutes of October 2016 Executive Committee meeting 

4. Treasurer’s Report 

5. Chairman’s Update 

6. Committee Reports (NOTE: Committees not needing a vote or response from the 
Executive Committee will provide only written reports) 

7. Reports 

a. Bob Hall, Special Assistant to the Chairman  

b. Other 

8. New Business 

a. Submission of Chairman’s Appointments for Approval  

b. Other New Business 

9. Adjourn 
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Harris County Republican Party  
Minutes of the Executive Quarterly Committee Meeting  

October 10, 2016 
 
The Quarterly meeting of the Executive Committee of the Harris County Republican Party was held Monday, 
October 10, 2016 at Harris County Republican Party Headquarters, 7232 Wynnwood Lane, Houston, TX 
77008 with County Chairman Paul Simpson presiding. The Secretary was present and the meeting was called 
to order at 7:10 pm. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Tax Assessor-Collector Mike Sullivan, and the Pledge to the Texas flag 
was led by District Attorney Devon Anderson. SREC 6 Committeeman Chris McDonald led the National 
Anthem. 
 
The Secretary certified that with 487 Precinct Chairs on the roll, 118 were needed for a quorum. There were 
174 present, and the secretary certified that a quorum was present. 
The minutes were seconded and approved as submitted. The Treasurer’s report was given by Cindy Siegel. 
 
CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 
Chairman Simpson gave his report, including recognition of Republican Women's Clubs (N.W. RW, BARW, 
Kingwood, TXTPRW, …) support of operations and financial contributions; voter registration report; and county 
party status report; and the Unified Campaign update. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Committee reports not needing a vote from the Executive Committee to approve action have been included as 
written reports in the handout. 
 
The Vacancy Committee report was given by Ralph Fite, who moved to include all recommendations from the 
Vacancy Committee.  A motion was made to amend the report to add Beverly Ferguson from Pct. 786 to Pct. 
470 (based on her moving households).  After discussion, the motion to amend the report was adopted. 
 
After additional discussion, the motion to adopt the Vacancy Committee report was adopted. 
 
The Military Partnership Committee report was given by Betty Avery who reported about October 22 – 23 – 
“Wings Over Houston” and the Get Out the Vote Booth – asking all to attend. 
 
The Ad Hoc Report for the In-Town Initiative was given by SD 15 Chair Rolando Garcia. The Initiative began 
with PCT chairs around Washington Ave area, targeting voters under 40 yr olds, specifically how to reach, 
gated complexes, phone info inaccurate, etc.  Currently there are 12 PCT chairs involved, and they have 
decided to have local events, beginning with a Pub Crawl on Oct. 15th. 
 
The Training & Development report was given by Charlotte Lampe who reported on utilizing available tools 
resource page for PCT chairs – go to HCRP Website:  Our Party /Resources/ Precinct Chair Resource Page 
and the Speaker ‘s Bureau: go to HCRP Website:  Our Party /Resources/ Book a Republican Speaker. 
 
The Ballot Security report was given by Alan Vera. Call to action for precinct chair to deploy to work Democrat 
precincts. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
A motion to approve the Chairman’s Appointments was made by: PCT. 008 – Marvin Clede / SD 17 
Chairman/PCT. 128, and was seconded by Jim Hotze,  PCT.  665.  Shannon Terry, submitted correction -  SD 
6 Chairman/PCT. 190 - Keith Nielsen to correct one name: Molly Maness to Molly Maness Smith under the 
Financial Development Committee. The appointments were approved as corrected. 
 
 
A motion was made to adopt the Resolution to Eliminate Multilingual Ballots by: PCT. 805 - Drake Cameron, 
which was seconded by PCT. 731 – Bryant Gaudette. 
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A motion to postpone indefinitely was made by PCT. 72 Brian Vachris, which was seconded.  
 
The previous question was moved by:  SD 17 Chairman/PCT. 128 – Jim Hotze, which was seconded by PCT. 
645 - Robert Sumicek. The motion failed. 
 
The chair then put the question to postpone the motion indefinitely to the assembly; the motion carried. 
 
A motion was made to adopt the Resolution: Taxpayers and Landowner Protection Resolution by: SD 11 
Chairman/PCT. 416 -  Scott Bowen, second: PCT. 223.  A Point of Information was raised by Bonnie Lugo, 
PCT. 661 and was handled by the Chair. 
 
A motion to postpone the resolution until the first EXEC meeting of 2017 was made by PCT. 32 - Dave Smith 
which was seconded by PCT: 286 - Gene Pack.  
 
PCT. 232 Mary Jane Smith moved to amend the motion to refer the resolution to the Local Government 
committee, which was seconded by Marc Cowart, PCT. 199. 
 
 A Point of Information was made by SD 17 Chairman/PCT. 128, Jim Hotze, regarding a withdrawal of the 
motion to refer; there was no general consent to do so. 
 
 Motion to refer to was put to the assembly and the Chair declared that the motion failed.   Jim Hotze, PCT 
128, called for division of the assembly. The Chair called for a counted vote for which 107 votes were cast in 
favor of the motion to refer and 105 vote against the motion.  The Chair declared that the motion to refer had 
been adopted.  
 
A motion to adjourn was made by Jim Hotze, SD 17 Chairman/PCT. 128, and the Chair declared the meeting 
adjourned at 9:04 pm. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________  _____________________________________ 
Party Secretary      Party Chairman 
 

 

 

Chairman’s Committee appointments to be submitted for approval at Meeting: 

Vacancy Committee: Vladimir Davidiuk,Jr. 
 
Financial Development Committee: Greg Krafka 
 
Judicial Screening Committee: Robert Woods 
 
Local Government Committee: Cynthia Resendez, Ryan Nietsche 
 
Military Partnership Committee: Erich Almonte 
 
Engagement Committee: Mala Sharma, Jason Fuller, Chigozie Ogbonnia 
 
Young Leadership Development Committee: Jeremy Reed, Sawan Patel, Richard Miers 
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Vacancy Committee Recommendations to HCRP Executive Committee:  
The Vacancy Committee has recommended the following candidates for approval by the Harris County 
Republican Executive Committee to fill vacant Precinct Chairs on February 6, 2017: 

 
Mathew Brown – Originally from Midland, TX, Matthew is a young new homeowner in a very Democrat 
precinct near Cavalcade and I-45.  Matthew is a graduate of Texas A&M University in Mechanical Engineering. 
He and his wife, Jayna, worked a precinct in the recent election as election clerks for HCRP Precinct Chair, 
Joe Palati.  While Matthew becomes more familiar with issues and Republican officeholders, he can serve an 
important role as an Alternate Judge in general elections to help insure honest and fair elections in what is now 
a heavily Democrat precinct. 
 
Atimanu Pokharel - Ati is a native of Nepal.  He emigrated to the U.S. in 2002 and became a US Citizen in 
2010.  Ati graduated from the University of Houston-Clear Lake.  He works in marketing home security systems 
for ADT.  He has voted Republican in General Elections, but has not previously participated in Republican 
Primary Elections.  His two personal attributes which most closely align him with Republican values are his 
beliefs in:  1) personal responsibility and 2) self-reliance. 
 
Tabu Winslow Morris- Based on interview by Prior Vacancy Committee for a different precinct and based on 
record of having been highly active on the Training and Development Committee, Ms. Morris' application to 
serve in a new precinct to which she had moved was approved.  In the last election, Tabu served as a 
Volunteer Campaign Chair for Lori Bartley, the Republican who challenged Sheila Jackson Lee in 
Congressional District 18, until Ms. Bartley hired a full-time Campaign Manager. 
 
Terry Ross- A friend of the prior Precinct Chairman, Gary Blake, Terry Lapaglia Ross with her outgoing Italian 
heritage-inspired engaging personality, is enthusiastically seeking to step up from having been a volunteer in 
her Katy area precinct.  Terry is a native Houstonian, who grew up in the Spring Branch neighborhood.  Having 

Pct. 
No. 

Name VUID SD HD 
Primary Voting History 
(’16, ’14, ’12, ’10, ’08,) 

637 Mathew Brown 1150781169 6 148 R, -, -, -, - 

676 Atimanu Pokharel 1180654815 6 148 -, -, -, -, - 

755 Tabu Winslow Morris 1208939126 6 145 R, -, -, -, - 

617 Terry Ross 1117479840 7 132 R, R, R, R, - 

624 Jose Romero 1151403811 7 150 D, -, -, -, - 

667 Kenneth Depew 1156334776 7 135 R, R, R, -, - 

545 Ryan Rowley 1115540102 11 129 R, R, R, R, R 

716 Nancy Ojeda 1120097114 11 128 R, R, R, R, R 

21 Thomas Wang 1100028965 13 147 R, -, R, R, R 

136 Matthew Murphy 1166375106 13 147 R, -, -, -, - 

494 Michael Buchanek 1021472944 15 140 R, -, -, -, - 

963 Alex Hargrave 1141668112 15 142 R, R, R, R, R 

139 Orin Rehorst 1143471140 17 143 R, R, -, -, - 

293 Jonathan Hansen 1103301933 17 146 R, R, R, R, R 

711 Omar Khawaja 1154116270 17 133 -, R, -, R(runoff), - 

331 Lia Mote 1136602046 18 132 R, R, R, R, - 
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an exemplary prior Republican Primary voting history, she has previously supported Republican candidates 
like Ted Cruz and Dr. Ben Carson.  She has served for many years as office manager for an export trading 
company in the Jones Rd / FM 1960 area from which she commutes from her home in the FM 529 / Fry Rd 
area. 
 
Jose Romero - A native of Laredo, TX, Jose served 10 years in the US Army and then worked in the Narcotics 
Division of the Laredo Police Dept.  He worked on attaining his college degree through University of Phoenix 
on line courses and in 2015 attained a Masters Degree in Industrial Engineering from Texas A&M University.  
Although he voted in the Democrat Primary in 2016, after having attended about 3 precinct meetings, he 
realized the values expressed in those meetings did not align with his own.  He said he took a political test 
given him by a friend and found his personal beliefs aligned 97% with Donald Trump and 95% with Ted Cruz. 
Jose stated I have "always supported myself" and my 4 children, (2 in college and 2 in elementary school).  He 
affirmed an oath of allegiance to the Republican Party and stated he had voted a straight Republican ticket this 
past November.  A firm believer in term limits, he stated it is hard for an Aggie not to be a Republican.  He now 
works in Supply Chain Management for an oil and gas service company.  His confirmation vote by VC was 
unanimous. 
 
Kenneth Depew- Kenneth Depew comes from a military family.  His father was in the U.S. Navy.  He grew up 
in LaPorte and served in the U.S. Army in two different tours of duty in Iraq and later served in Afghanistan.  In 
fact, he married a Christian lady from Iraq.  Kenneth graduated from the University of St. Thomas in 2013, 
where he served as Chairman and Co-Founder of the St. Thomas College Republicans.  He has volunteered 
for a number of Republican candidates' campaigns including traveling to Israel to work for the re-election of 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in March 2015.  He served on staff for Ted Cruz in his 2012 Senate 
Campaign.  Kenneth has also made personal financial contributions to a number of Republicans including:  
Ben Sasse for Senate in Nebraska, Joni Ernst for Senate in Iowa, and Greg Abbott for Texas Governor. 
 
Ryan Rowley- Ryan grew up in California and was active in Ronald Reagan's campaign for President.  He is a 
lifelong conservative Republican with a sold Republican Primary voting history.  Ryan spent 17 years in the 
U.S. Army and has worked as a computer engineer for NASA and in the oil industry.  In 2006 and 2008, he 
actually filed in the Republican Primary as a candidate for Congressional District 22, held by Congressman 
Pete Olson.  He has served as Precinct Convention Chairmen for 3 times for Precinct 545, which he is seeking 
to fill and went to 3 SD & State Conventions. 
 
Nancy Ojeda- Nancy Ojeda is an active member of her La Porte Area community.  She noticed her precinct 
had lacked representative for a period of time and decided to step up.  Nancy serves as a teacher and a 
newspaper feature writer.  She has served as Treasurer of Friends of the Library and as Vice President of the 
La Porte Economic Development Corporation.  The 3 most important issues facing the state and nation named 
by her were:  1) lawful immigration; 2) education; and 3) family values. 
 
Thomas Wang - Enthusiastically approved.to serve a Midtown area precinct, Thomas immigrated with his 
family from China in 1994 and became a US Citizen in 2000.  Growing up in Sugar Land, he attended 
Clements High School and took some classes at San Jacinto College, before going into various small business 
ventures and commercial real estate.  Partially due to the influence of his wife, Lu Sun, who attended Westbury 
Christian Academy, as of 1/2/16, Thomas started attending Saturday night services at Lakewood Church.  He 
identifies with Republican values of small business, free market economics and capitalism. 
 
Matthew Murphy- Matt is a prior Republican candidate for heavily Democrat State House District 147 and an 
At-Large Houston City Council seat.  Although the Committee felt Matt's objective is to run for City Council 
again, consensus was it's prudent for HCRP to have a Republican in this heavily Democrat Precinct just south 
of Texas Southern University, even if there for no more than one election cycle. 
 
Michael Buchanek- Micheal Buchanek grew up in Victoria, TX.  He is a 2008 graduate from Texas A&M 
University with a major in Political Science.  He just helped his father get elected as Constable in Lavaca 
County in the last election cycle.  Michael is an Instruction Specialist in HISD.  He oversees 12 Social Studies 
and Fine Arts teachers from his location at Waltrip High School, at Loop 610 & Ella Blvd.  Precinct 494, for 
which he has applied, is west of I-45 and just south of W. Mt. Houston Road and is heavily Hispanic and 
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African American and only about 25% White in terms of demographics.  Michael is recently engaged to a 
young lady who is in medical school.  Michael is a lifetime NRA member. 
 
Alex Hargrave- Alex worked as a paramedic for Hermann Hospital for 12 years. He then worked for Shell Oil 
Co. as a pipe fitter and turnaround foreman and then pursuing a college degree at LeTourneau University, 
became qualified there to become a procurement professional.  He lives in east Harris County near Beltway 8 
and Highway 90.  He has prior election experience having worked for Harris County as an Early Voting 
Election Clerk and as an Election Judge in another precinct.  Alex attends an independent Christian Church in 
his neighborhood, is a member of the NRA, and has a solid 5R Republican Primary voting record. 
 
Orin Rehorst- Having been mentored by Bob Hall, Orin seeks to fill the vacancy created by the prior PC Garth 
Whittington's relocation.  A graduate of the Thunderbird International School of Business in Arizona, Orin 
served on the Port of Houston Authority for 25 years.  He retired 5 years ago and has the time to devote to 
seeking to increase Republican voter turnout in this close-in Houston precinct between the Southwest Fwy & 
Westheimer and Shepherd Dr. and Buffalo Speedway. 
 
Jonathan Hansen- The Committee was frankly concerned by Mr. Hansen's negative comments about Donald 
Trump, the Republican Party's nominee for President.  Mr. Hansen had placed some derogatory postings 
about Mr. Trump on his personal Facebook Page.  He pledged his support for the balance of the Party's 
nominees.  In a close vote, the Vacancy Committee chose to recommend Mr. Hansen because of his prior 
positive work on the Training and Development Committee, where he served while Precinct Chairman in 
different precinct.  Mr. Hansen is an economics teacher and a swim team instructor in a Fort Bend Area High 
School.  If confirmed, he will be representing a presently vacancy Westbury Area precinct. 
 
Omar Khawaja- Omar Khawaja grew up in a Pakistani American family in Houston that believed in small 
business and which was inspired by the values of limited government and a free market economy as was 
espoused by Ronald Reagan, when he served as President.  He would like to help the HCRP with its outreach 
to recent immigrants who believe in the economic and personal freedoms afforded by this country.  Omar 
worked for a Republican Member of Congress from 2002-2005.  He has been a past volunteer for the Harris 
County Republican Party.  Omar presently works in the District Attorney's Office in Fort Bend County.  He is 
well qualified to represent Precinct 711 in West Houston. 
 
Lia Mote - Evangelia "Lia" Mote's roots are out of the Greek Family that has owned Zorba the Greek 
Restaurant near the Port of Houston.  Lia has faithfully served the Republican Party in a number of different 
places where she has lived in the past including:  South Carolina as a college student, Colorado, where she 
was elected as a delegate to National Convention in 1996, and in North Texas in Williamson County, She has 
block walked, worked on phone banks, has served as a surrogate speaker for a Republican Congressional 
candidate and has even worked with a candidate in debate preparation.  Lia is looking to bring her 30+ years 
of volunteer campaign experience in a growing Katy area precinct. 
 
 
 

Young Leadership Development Committee Report 
Benjamin H. Proler 

 
Applications will soon be out for the 2017-2018 class of the Harris County Leadership Committee. The year-
long program will yet again seek to enlighten, empower, and engage new leaders for our local party. Each 
class is exposed to training from establish leaders in Republican voter outreach, political fundraising, 
grassroots activism, civic engagement, and policy lobbying. Furthermore, each class engages in two 
opportunities to address a need in our county through community service through a diverse group in areas that 
rarely/if ever vote Republican.  
 
Accordingly, leadership of HCLC has begun placing alumni on various County, City and State committees for 
further service. It is our intention to engage well-trained, young, Republican leaders through accountability and 
opportunity. Their passion and diversity of ideas will bring new energy to our county party.  
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Accounting Review Committee Report 
Howard Baker 

 
INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT 
At its regularly scheduled meeting on January 23, 2017, the Accounting Review Committee meet with the 
independent accounting firm of Atchley & Associates LLP. 
 
They presented their Independent Auditors' Report of the financial position of the Harris County Republican 
Party for the Years Ended June 30, 2016 and June 30, 2015. 
 
The auditors' opinion concludes that these financial statements are presented fairly within all material respects. 
 
The committee considered the work of the auditors to be diligent, comprehensive and reliable and, accordingly, 
accepted the report of the independent auditors without exception. 
 
REGULATORY REPORTING 
Regulatory reporting for the Harris County Republican Party is always a complex and demanding 
task.  Additionally, it is even more so in a general election year which contained the high degree emotion and 
public interest which we experienced in the past year. 
 
The Committee received the presentation from the Cindy Siegel, the Treasurer, which indicated the FEC and 
TEC filing were all current and that they had been filed accurately and on time. 
 
The Committee commends the Treasurer and the Headquarters staff for its continued efforts and ability to 
comply with the requirements of these reporting responsibilities  
 

 
Ballot Security Committee Report 

Alan Vera  
 

1. 2016 General Election Staffing  
Despite a low turnout of volunteers (compared to prior elections) HCRP managed to staff 100% of all Early 
Voting locations and 100% of Republican precincts on Election Day. We also managed to place 
Republicans in 89% of all Democrat precincts on Election Day, either as Alternate Judges or Poll 
Watchers. There were a handful of significant “incidents,” but we did manage to make a difference in those 
polls where we were present.  

 
2. Texas Association of County Clerks 
The Texas Association of County Clerks is pushing 7 election law initiatives in the 85th Session. They 
submitted all 7 to the HCRP Ballot Security Committee for review and comment. They hope that HCRP 
BSC will support these initiatives in the new legislative session. We reviewed them thoroughly and 
provided detailed feedback to the county clerks.  

 
3. HCRP Election Law Initiatives 
The HCRP Ballot Security Committee has been working with our Party Chair, our Chief Legal Counsel and 
4 state reps on several election law initiatives for this session. Among the initiatives we’re championing are: 
 

a. An overhaul of voting in nursing homes and state homes, getting away from mail ballots. 
b. Elevating the criminal classification of at least 2 types of election law violations. 
c. Restoring the photo voter ID bill. 
d. Limiting voter assistance to what’s allowed by the Texas Election Code.  

 
4. Illegal Voter Registrations 
Because there’s no longer a Republican in the office of Harris County Voter Registrar, BSC will intensify its 
work screening and challenging voter registrations in Harris County.  
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5. Executive Committee Resolution for BSC Legislative Testimony  
Under New Business one of your fellow Precinct Chairs will move to approve a resolution on testimony by 
members of BSC on election bills being discussed in the House Committee on Elections or the Senate 
Committee on State Affairs. I ask you to please support the resolution when presented. It helps our efforts 
in the Legislature when we can say that on a particular topic we are representing the preferences of the 
Harris County Republican Party Executive Committee.  

 
 

Candidates Committee Report 
Sean Cheben 

 
The candidates committee has established the following top priorities for 2017: 
1. Host candidate training events for Republicans interested in running in either the 2017 municipal (non-
partisan) elections or the 2018 Republican primaries. 
2. Compile a list of offices that will be included in upcoming elections (along with basic information about the 
incumbents) and distribute to the EC. 
3. Develop a Candidate Political Resume (CPR) to distribute to all candidates in the 2018 Republican primary 
when they file.  CPRs will be posted on the HCRP website for informational purposes. 
4. Determine the criteria for selecting 2018 primary candidates to interview in order to better introduce them to 
the HCRP EC and the broader Republican electorate. 
 
Mark your calendars!  We're partnering with the Leadership Institute to provide candidate training this year, 
and the first event is scheduled for August 19th (location TBD).  More information will be provided as we get 
closer to the event. 
 
Our next meeting is scheduled for February 28th at 6:30PM.  Come and join us at HCRP HQ! 
 

 
Military Partnership Committee Report 

Betty Avery 
 

Purpose:  Promote GOTV of Military and Build Awareness 
Foster relationships with Veterans and HCRP 

Heighten awareness of interaction with veteran organizations 
 

Committee Members P = Present, A= Absent, L = Late 2 , * = TBD 
SD 4 - Earl Boykin P, P, P; SD 6- Karl Falken P, L, L; SD 7 -Betty Avery P, P, P & Morad Fiki A, L, L 
SD 11- Randy Elms P, P, A; SD 13- Eugene Pack P, P, P; SD 15- R.W. Bray P, P, A & Brian Bullard  P, P, P 
SD 17- Tim Taft P, P, P & Rebeca Stone P, A, P SD 18 –Bill McCown *, P, P 
 
Quarterly Highlights 
Wings Over Houston – Voting Outreach for Presidential Election and Statewide Impact 
Wreaths Across America Houston – WAAH –First Time ever that all of Houston National was completely 
covered with Wreaths. 
Launch of Social Media for MPC – Twitter, Email and Facebook 
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/HarrisGopMilitaryPartnershipCommittee 
Please send Military related events on Wednesday for Publication by the Following Friday to the Military 
Partnership Email -harriscountygopmpc@gmail.com 
Military Outreach – Military Organizations to include ROTC – Publicity for Military 
Discussions of Veterans Administration – Veteran Health Care Issues - Pending Congressional Legislative 
Issues affecting Service Members, Active Duty, and Family Members 
 
In Memoriam 
Colonel Arthur Dahlen Peterson, 1925-2016 EOW -   WW II Veteran who began as a Private who was 
captured by the Germans and escaped.  He received the Silver Star for single handedly outflanking enemy fire, 
captured a machine gun and a squad of 8 men.  This young Houstonian never gave up and he served this 
country he so loved.    

https://www.facebook.com/HarrisGopMilitaryPartnershipCommittee
mailto:harriscountygopmpc@gmail.com
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Texas Army National Guard lost two soldiers Army Chief Warrant Officer 3 Dustin Lee Mortenson, 32, and 
Chief Warrant Officer 2 Lucas Maurice Lowe, 33 in an Apache helicopter crash December 30, 2016 in 
Galveston Bay.  They were based at Ellington Field. 
 
Future Events 
Golf Event – Post 490 – Ellington Field – April, 2017 
Military Ball May 20, 2017 – Lead Branch of Service – US Marine Corps 
Flags for the Fallen – Memorial Day Weekend (Sunday Morning) May 28, 2017 
www.flagsforfallenvets.com 
  
Next Meeting 3-20-17 at 18:30 at HCRP    
 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE (LGC) 
Dan Comstock (updated) 

High Speed Rail 
As directed by the Executive Committee at the last quarterly meeting, the Local Government Committee has 
been diligently working on clarifying the issues, both PRO and CON, of the merits of a Highspeed Rail proposal 
from a Constitutional, Republican Platform and limited government perspective, as well as the merits of a 
proposed resolution offered at that time taking the CON position.  The objective is to provide the Executive 
Committee with enough information for it to make an informed decision regarding any resolutions that have 
been or might be proposed.  This work was delayed somewhat by the full press efforts of our recent 
Presidential election and the subsequent holidays. 
 
With that in mind the members have randomly attended various informational presentations.  A Local 
Government Committee meeting was held on January 23rd in which a 100% quorum was established with the 
following active members in attendance: 

 Janie Branham SD 4 

 Keith Nielsen  SD 6 

 Dan Comstock SD 7 Chairman 

 Kelly Horsely  SD 7 Vice Chair 

 Shannon Terry SD 11 

 Don Berndt  SD 13 

 Grace Ekpo  SD 15 

 James Rains  SD 15 

 Charlie Cupples SD 17 

 Jim McSpadden SD 17 

After the formal business meeting on January 23rd, hearings were held with advocates of both PRO and CON 
positions on the prospect of a high-speed rail from Houston to Dallas.  This was followed up by a second 
meeting on January 25th where the hearings were continued with advocates of both sides making 
presentations and answering questions. 
 
As of this date, a PRO and CON hearing has been organized through HCRP to further disseminate information 
to the precinct chairs on this important and somewhat contentious issue.  This round of hearings, with PRO 
and CON presentations, rebuttals and a Q and A session was planned to be held on February 1, 2017.  The 
precinct chairs were invited with the hope than many would attend and so be better prepared for the Executive 
Committee meeting on February 6th. 
 
As of this date, the Local Government Committee does not have a formal resolution to present on February 6th.  
After the forum on Wednesday, February 1st, the work will continue in the background. 
 The LGC continues to work toward expanding its effectiveness by bringing in people from outside the 
committee itself to engage in tasks and projects, with over a dozen candidates. 
 
Issues under general review include: 

http://www.flagsforfallenvets.com/
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 High Speed Rail in context of planned Trans Texas Railway 

 City of Houston Revenue Cap Issues 

 Tax Increment Reinvestment Zones (TIRZ) 

 Child Protective Service issues 

 Relationships with City Councils including the City mayors 

 City of Houston pension funds for both police and fire department 

 The Texas Central Railway plan for Houston to Dallas 

 The Houston ISD ballot initiative on the purchase of attendance credits 

 Flooding issues including the situation regarding dams and reservoirs 

 Housing issues regarding the HUD driven placement of affordable housing construction 

 Relationships with unincorporated villages 

 City Mayor races – by City 

 City Council races – by City 

 City Charter Amendments – by Amendment – by City 

 Emergency Services District Board races and issues – ESD 

 Independent School District Board races and issues – by ISD 

 Junior College Board races and issues – by Junior College system 

 METRO Board and issues 

 Municipal Utility Board races and issues – by MUD District 

 Non-elected Taxing Boards and Issues – by Entity (such as TIRZ) 

 Proposed Bonds and Issues – by Entity proposing the bonds 

 Water District Board races and issues – by Entity 

 Bond issues of all kinds 

 The money trail in Harris County 

 How to provide each precinct chair with information relevant to the voters in that precinct 
 
 

Mission Statement of the HCRP Local Government Committee 
The following Mission Statement as drafted and accepted by the members of the Local Government 
Committee (LGC) prior to August 2016 is in keeping with the HCRP Bylaws Article VIII, Section K, issued by 
the HCRP Executive Committee. 
 
"Liaise with Local Governmental Entities and provide information from them to the Executive Committee 
regarding electoral opportunities and policy concerns with the goal being to get more Republican and like-
minded Independents elected.  Moreover, to work with activist groups to effect policy changes in Local 
Governmental agencies to make them more in line with Republican values.”  Drafted March 2016. 
 
The above mission statement, drafted by the current members of the Local Government Committee, is 
supplemental to the guidelines from the charter of the formation of the HCRP Local Government Committee.  It 
was understood that we are a service committee. 
It is intended to expand the effectiveness of the LGC by bringing in people outside the committee itself, in the 
form of auxiliaries and/or task groups to work on special tasks. 
 
 
As of this date, the two task groups that had been formed earlier within the Local Government 
Committee continues their work on the following priorities: 

 Relationships with City Councils including the City mayors with attention being given initially to Humble, 
Pasadena and Baytown (headed up by Kelly Horsley). 

 The City of Houston pension fund issues for both the police and fire departments (headed up by Jim 
McSpadden). 
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Resolution on Election Legislation in the 85th Session– PASSED AS SUBMITTED 
 

Whereas: The integrity of the elections process is critical to the proper functioning of our Republic, State and 
County… 
 
Whereas: Scores of election Bills will be introduced in the Texas House and Senate during the 85th Legislative 
Session… 
 
Whereas: The Legislation introduced has the potential to either improve or weaken the integrity of elections in 
Harris County and in Texas… 
 
Be It Resolved That: The Harris County Republican Party hereby authorizes members of the Ballot 
Security Committee to participate in legislative hearings on our behalf, consistent with the following 
positions: 
 
We Support: 

Legislation that improves the accuracy of the voter registration process and data, including clarification 
of the definition of “residence” for registration purposes. 
 
Legislation that helps better capture the wishes of voters in nursing homes and state institutions by 
reducing the influence of facility staff on the votes of residents. 
 
Legislation that increases penalties for more serious violations of the Texas Election Code, especially 
illegal voter assistance and allowing unqualified residents to vote. 
 
Legislation that improves the professionalism with which elections are conducted by local taxing 
authorities in large counties by having these elections run by the county clerk or elections administrator 
on the odd-year May and all November election dates. 

 
We Oppose:  

Legislation that makes it easier for non-qualified residents to register to vote or to remain on the voter 
rolls, such as legislation allowing open, online voter registration. 
 
Legislation that endangers the security of voter registration and election data by easing online editing 
access to these databases. 
 
Legislation that undermines the accuracy of election results, such as wholesale replacement of 
electronic voting with hand-counted paper ballots. 
 
Legislation that makes it more difficult for qualified voters to cast their votes in person, such as 
legislation to end early voting entirely. 

 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, a copy of this resolution be delivered by electronic mail 
to each Republican member of the Texas House of Representatives and of the Texas Senate who 
represents Harris County or any portion thereof. 
 
Submitted by Precinct Chair Bruce Campbell, Precinct 463 
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SB 2 Resolution– PASSED AS SUBMITTED 
Whereas in the State of Texas, County property tax levies have increased an astonishing 82% 

between 2005 and 2015, and City property tax levies 71% outpacing the growth of median household income 
by a 2.5 to a 3 to 1 margin and; 
 

Whereas, 86% of Republican Primary voters in Texas favor a 4% property tax year increase limit and 
an automatic taxpayer ratification election if the limit is exceeded, and; 
  

Whereas, just in the three year period from 2013 to 2016, the average home's Harris County taxable 
value has increased an astonishing 36.4% and; 
 

Whereas, the average home's County, Flood Control, Port, and Hospital District property tax bill is up 
$263 in just 3 years plus adding all cities, Muds, school and special districts drives the total property tax bill 
increase to nearly a $1000, and;   
 

Whereas, businesses, like DOW Chemical, specifically told Senator Bettencourt's property tax 
committee their reason to build a $2,000,000,000 plant expansion outside of Texas was over higher property 
taxes;  
 

Now therefore, be it resolved that the Harris County Republican Party Executive Committee calls on 
the Texas Legislature to pass Senate Bill 2, the Texas Property Tax Reform and Relief Act of 2017 to lower the 
rollback rate from 8% to 4%, have an automatic tax ratification election in the general election for and tax rate 
set by jurisdictions above the lower rollback rate and add much needed transparency and accountability to the 
property appraisal process in Texas, 
 

Therefore it be further resolved that a copy of this resolution be sent by Feb 9th to all State of Texas 

Republican Legislators representing Harris County.  
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HB1184 Resolution– PASSED AS SUBMITTED 
Whereas, school choice has worked effectively for parents and students to provide educational choices in 
thirty states in the union. 
 
Whereas, while Texas has not yet joined this growing national trend, tax credit scholarships can offer $7,300 
private school scholarship opportunities for students and their families as well as $750 public school 
scholarship with no impact on the state budget. 
 
Therefore, be it resolved that the HCRP EC supports the passage of HB 1184 by State Representative 
Dwayne Bohac and its companion measure, SB 542, to support educational choice in Texas. 
 
Submitted by the members listed below of the Harris County Republican Party Executive Committee: 
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City of Houston Pension Resolution– PASSED AS AMENDED 
Whereas the obligations of the City of Houston pension system exceed available assets and 

reasonably projected income, leaving the current pension system drastically underfunded and unable to meet 
its future obligations; and  

 
Whereas, the City of Houston pension system is a defined-benefit system, unlike the defined-

contribution retirement plans that now predominate in the United States private sector economy; and 
 
Whereas the City of Houston has proposed changes to its pension system that would keep the City 

committed to defined benefit pensions, and require the City to (a) contribute as much as 37% of payroll and 
50% of property tax receipts to the pension plans for at least 30 years and (b) issue $1 billion of pension bonds 
without voter approval, without solving the pension system’s underlying financial problems and looming fiscal 
failure; and 

 
Whereas, the City of Houston pension system should be reformed to ensure City employees are 

treated fairly and the City of Houston can regain fiscal stability on a sound financial footing;  
  

Now therefore, be it resolved that the Harris County Republican Party supports remedying the City 
of Houston pension system to benefit all Houstonians, subject to the following requirements: 

 The City shall offer only defined-contribution pension plans to new employees hired no later than 

January 1, 2019, and earlier if possible. ; 

 The issuance of any pension obligation bonds should be approved by voters except for those issued in 

a one-time conversion to a defined contributions pan for new employees in all circumstances; and 

 There is no removal, reduction, restriction, weakening or limitation on the current property tax cap  
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Resolution to Defund Planned Parenthood– PASSED AS SUBMITTED 

Whereas Planned Parenthood is America’s largest abortion business, committing 1/3 of all abortions, 

Whereas Planned Parenthood currently receives over 500 MILLION of our taxpayer dollars every single year. 
Abortion takes the lives of 2,600 precious unborn lives every single day.  

Whereas we are positioned like never before to defund Planned Parenthood: 
         President-Elect Donald Trump committed to the Pro-Life Movement that he would defund Planned 

Parenthood as long as they continue to perform abortions. 
         Vice President-Elect Mike Pence is a pro-life trailblazer who led the effort to defund Planned 

Parenthood in Congress. 
         In 2016, the Republican Party Platform was updated to say: “We oppose the use of public funds to 

perform or promote abortion or to fund organizations, like Planned Parenthood.” 
         Last year Congress sent a budget reconciliation bill to President Obama’s desk that defunded Planned 

Parenthood – setting a precedent for a pro-life President! 
 

Whereas in 2016 the Pro-Life Movement took action, voting to keep our pro-life majorities in the House and 
Senate and electing a pro-life president, we did our part. Now it’s their turn to take action. 

Therefore, Be It Resolved, that the House, Senate and President remove all tax dollars from America’s 
abortion giant, Planned Parenthood, at the earliest opportunity. 

Submitted by Karen McDaniel, Precinct 514 
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Resolution To Eliminate Multilingual Ballots– PASSED AS SUBMITTED 
Whereas, since 1907, the United States has required immigrants to learn English in order to naturalize and 
acquire the rights of citizenship, including the right to vote in federal elections, and 
 
Whereas,  

 There is No Justification for Multilingual Ballots and Election Materials 

 Multilingual Ballot Requirements are Arbitrary and Wasteful 

 Multilingual Ballots are an Unfunded Mandate on Local Governments 

 Multilingual Ballots increase the likelihood of Errors and Vote Fraud 

 Multilingual Ballots are a Growing Burden 

 
Therefore, Be it resolved to limit the Voting Rights Act of 1965 from establishing multilingual ballots in 25 
states and to support the English Language Unity Act to eliminate multilingual ballots. 
  
Submitted by Drake Cameron, Precinct Chair 805 
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RESOLUTION TO HONOR WW II VETERAN 
COLONEL ARTHUR DAHLEN PETERSON - 1925 TO 2016 

AWARDED SILVER STAR FOR CONSPICUOUS GALLANTRY IN ACTION, 
 CAMPAIGN MEDAL WITH THREE BRONZE SERVICE STARS, GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL, SILVER STAR 

MEDAL, ALLIED FORCES RIBBON – PASSED AS SUBMITTED 
 

Proposal that the Harris County Republican Party of the State of Texas Honors this Veteran of the Greatest 
Generation who served in battles and campaigns in the Northern Appenines and the Po Valley of Italy. 
 
Whereas Colonel Peterson joined the US Army as a Private First Class, was sent to Italy, was captured and 
escaped… 
 
Whereas the young soldier overtook a machine gun position, and captured a squad of 8 soldiers…  
 
Whereas his division of 2,500 was entirely replaced due to loses… 
 
Whereas Colonel Peterson served and retired in the 75th MAC Reserve Unit at Ellington field… 
 
Whereas he retired as Assistant Superintendent at Houston Independent School District with 35 years of 
service…  
 
Whereas he served as a Precinct Chair and on the Military Partnership Committee of the Harris County 
Republican Party…   
 
Therefore, be it resolved that the Harris County Republican Party of the State of Texas recognizes the lifetime 
contribution of Colonel Peterson and requests acknowledgement of this World War II Veteran to be forwarded 
to his family as a tribute of his service. 
 
Submitted by Precinct Chairs Betty Avery, Randy Elms, Earl Boykin, Tim Taft, Josh Flynn, Gene Pack, Karl 
Falken, Clint Moore, Becky Stone, Pam Joyce 
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Resolution Requesting Our Legislators to Preserve, Protect, and Defend 
State Representative’s Negative Points in “Scoring” 

Subsidized Low Income Housing Applications– PASSED AS SUBMITTED 
 

 Whereas, for many years, the Obama Administration and its Department of Housing & Urban Development 
(HUD) have aggressively promoted “Neighborhood Busting” (not “Blockbusting”), which is the government 
housing agency practice of aggressively subsidizing/funding low income housing projects in heavily suburban, 
subdivision-dominate districts of Texas State Representatives in Harris County, surrounding counties, and 
similar counties statewide, 
  
Whereas, that during the 2013 Texas legislative session, an amendment was intentionally attached by a 
Republican Senator to a must-pass piece of legislation, stripping all Senators of their historic legal authority to 
give “twelve negative or positive points” to the low-income housing applications’ point scoring, AND which also 
reduced State Representative points from 12 to only 8, 
  
Whereas, Plano St. Rep. Jeff Leach (R) has filed HB 616, a similar-minded bad bill to totally eliminate the 
State Representative’s points in this 2017 session [HB 616 language strikes state rep paragraph from code], 
  
Whereas, some State Legislators in the past have accepted thousands of dollars in campaign contributions 
from subsidized low income housing developers that participate in “Neighborhood Busting” activities, 
                                                                                  ---------------- 
Resolved, that the Harris County Republican Party Executive Committee opposes HB 616, and any additional 
legislation to further reduce or eliminate the State Representative’s points, and calls upon all our legislators, 
especially our Republican legislators, to at least preserve, protect, and defend the existing state law that 
established and protects the eight (8) points of the State Representatives, and be it further, 
  
Resolved, that we also encourage our legislators to introduce a bill that will return the State Representative 
points to 12, which was the practice prior to the passage of the bad legislation in 2013, giving them more 
impact on these applications, and be it further, 
  
Resolved, that we simply ask that all Republican legislators and county officials statewide refrain from 
accepting campaign donations from any subsidized low income housing developers that are participating in 
such “Neighborhood Busting” activities, and be it further, 
  
Resolved, that a copy of this resolution be emailed to the official office of Governor Greg Abbott, Lt. Governor 
Dan Patrick, House Speaker Joe Straus, all 31 State Senators, all 150 State Representatives, County Judge 
Ed Emmett, and all four Harris County Commissioners. 
  
Submitted by Precinct Chairs Clint Moore, Jeremy Reed, Matthew Schultz, Kelly Horsley, David Riddle, David 
Hodgins, James Buntrock, Rudy Fonseca, Marc Cowart, Theresa Johns, Sharon Jennings, Betty Avery, Sarah 
Singleton, Steve Cachia, Ramona Siddoway, Robert Fuller, Drake Cameron, Mike Bristow, Kim Safford, Mike 
Palmquist, Russell Rush, William Potter, Jan Heinricks, Melissa Rowell 
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HB 771 Resolution– PASSED AS SUBMITTED 
 
Whereas faithless members of the electoral college who choose not to vote for the candidate who received the 
 
most votes in their State deprived the voters of that State of their constitutional rights to elect the President 
 
and; 
 
Whereas in Texas, during this most recent Electoral College, four members of the Electoral College had to be 
 
replaced;  
 
Now therefore be it resolved that the Harris County Republican Party supports House Bill 771, which 
 
would remove a faithless elector who refuses to vote for the candidate of his or her party’s choice and would 
 
replace such elector with an elector who will faithfully follow the will of the voters so that the voters can decide 
 
the President of the United States. 

 


