
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
AGENDA 

Harris County Republican Party 
Quarterly Executive Committee Meeting 

Monday, September 16th, 2019 
Harris County Republican Party Headquarters 

2501a Central Parkway Ste. A11, Houston TX 77092 
 

6:00 pm: Refreshments 
 
6:15 pm:  Senatorial District Caucuses to fill SD positions on indicated 

Committees: 
SD 4: Military Partnership 

 SD 6: Military Partnership 
 SD 7: Military Partnership 
 SD 11: Training & Development  
 SD 15: Military Partnership 
 SD 17: Military Partnership 
    
7:00 pm:      Call to Order 
 

1. Invocation / Pledges of Allegiance / National Anthem 

2. Certification of Quorum 

3. Review & Approval of Minutes of May 2019 Executive Committee meeting 

4. Treasurer’s & Assistant Treasurer’s Reports 

5. Chairman’s Update 

6. Committee & Task Force Reports (NOTE: Committees not needing a vote or 
response from the Executive Committee will provide only written reports) 

a. Submission of Chairman’s Committee Appointments for Approval 

b. Other New Business 

7. Adjourn 
  



 

MEETING MINUTES FOR THE HCRP QUARTERLY EXECUTIVE MEETING 
FOR May 13, 2019 

 
SD Caucus Results: 
 
 SD 4 - No report  

SD 6 - Candidate Committee - Steven Pilling (Pct. 328)   
 SD 7 - Training and Development - Cody McCubbin (Pct. 442) 

SD 11 - Candidates - not filled.  Ballot Security - Jim McDonald (Pct. 654), Training and 
Development - Robert Jeter (Pct. 662)  

 SD 18 - Vacancy - Richard Smith (Pct. 049), Military Partnership not filled. 
 
Food and Refreshments: Tony Buzbee for Mayor Campaign (City of Houston), Wesley Hunt for Texas 
Campaign (CD 2) and Cindy Siegel for Congress (CD 2).  
  
The Quarterly meeting of the Executive Committee of the Harris County Republican Party was held Monday, 
May 13, 2019 at the Harris County Republican Party Headquarters, 2501a Central Parkway Ste. A11, Houston 
TX 77092 with Chairman Paul Simpson presiding.  The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.  The 
Prayer was led by Harris County Republican Party Chaplain - Beverly Ferguson Cooper.  The Pledge to the 
U.S. flag was led by Texas Fourteenth Court of Appeals, Place 2 - Justice Kevin Jewell.  The Pledge to the 
Texas flag was led by Christine Bridge.  The National Anthem was led by SREC SD 6 - Chris McDonald. 
The Secretary certified that with a total of 474 Precinct Chairs on the roll, there were 155 in attendance for a 
34.7% quorum.  The minutes of the February 25, 2019 meeting were reviewed and approved. 
Treasurer Report - HCRP Treasurer Bryant Gaudette (Pct. 731) delivered the Treasurer’s Report. 
Chairman Update - Chairman Paul Simpson detailed what caused the outcome in the last elections and 
presented a detailed plan (The Road Forward) to lead to success in 2020 in Harris County and Texas.  He 
addressed the end of straight ticket voting and the upcoming redistricting fight.  Genevieve Carter was 
introduced as Communications Director. 
Committee Reports 
 Vacancy Committee - Rolando Garcia (Pct. 033) 

o New Precinct Chairs Introduced and approved 
o Precinct Chair Swearing In: Texas Fourteenth Court of Appeals Justice Kevin Jewell 

administered the Oath 
Training and Development - Charlotte Lampe (Pct. 828) 
Assistant Treasurer - Will Price (Pct. 206) 
Ballot Security Committee - Alan Vera 
 

Chairman’s Committee appointments submitted by Vergel Cruz (Pct. 578) /voted and approved 
o Candidates Committee: Richard Stoisits (Pct. 758) 

 
New Business: 
The following resolution on various federal, state, and local matters was presented and adopted by a 
majority of the Harris County Republican Party precinct chairs. 

• Resolution - End Pay-to-Play Corruption in the City of Houston 
o Introduced by Rachel Palmer Hooper (Pct. 16) 2nd by Joseph McReynolds (Pct. 730) 

Motion to Adjourn - Jim Hotze (Pct. 128) / 2nd Jim McSpadden (Pct. 727) 
Adjourn: 9:27 p.m. 
 

  



 

Vacancy Committee Recommendations to HCRP Executive Committee:  
The Vacancy Committee recommends approval of the following candidates to fill vacant 
Precinct Chair positions by the Harris County Republican Executive Committee at its 
meeting on September 16, 2019: 

Pct. 
No.  Name VUID SD HD 

Primary Voting History 
(18, 16,14,12,10,08) 

2016 
Presidential Vote 

1008 Lilly Hughes 1104410810 4 128 R,R,-,-,R,R Trump: 556 
Clinton: 140 

127 April Gray 1105157164 7 130 R,R,R,R,R,R Trump: 790 
Clinton: 329 

519 Kelley Mauk 1114921153 7 130 R,-,-,-,-,R Trump: 1,223 
Clinton: 575 

691 Joe Murphy 1116075780 7 130 R,R,-,R,R,- Trump: 1,862 
Clinton: 649 

903 Jeffrey Rosner 1113821018 7 130 -,R,R,R,R,- Trump: 1,138 
Clinton: 434 

56 Melissa Dickson 1116351495 7 138 -,-,-,-,R,- Trump: 494 
Clinton: 410 

916 Jack Velasquez 1113685318 7 150 -,-,-,-,-,- Trump: 1,257 
Clinton: 418 

630 Shiva Baradaran 2140662945 13 131 -,-,-,-,-,- Trump: 271 
Clinton: 2,821 

223 Travis Clarke 1181517491 13 146 -,-,-,-,-,- Trump: 383 
Clinton: 1,686 

447 Elizabeth Ferrell-
Thomsen 1176764099 15 127 R,R,R,R,-,- Trump: 1,649 

Clinton: 1,024 

444 Nicholas DeMaio 1119659947 15 138 -,R,R,R,-,- Trump: 1,073 
Clinton: 1,041 

30 Claudio Gutierrez 1182750254 15 147 R,R,-,-,-,- Trump: 373 
Clinton: 1,296 

610 Michael Rediker 1117273794 15 148 -,R,-,-,-,- Trump: 348 
Clinton: 596 

603 Allen Wortham 1221535574 17 132 -,-,-,-,-,- Trump: 1,567 
Clinton: 1,254 

751 Cindy Wingo 1119103841 17 132 R,R,R,R,R,R Trump: 204 
Clinton: 182 



 

Pct. 
No.  Name VUID SD HD 

Primary Voting History 
(18, 16,14,12,10,08) 

2016 
Presidential Vote 

436 Vivian Chambers 1105127361 17 133 R,R,R,R,-,D Trump: 1,249 
Clinton: 1,263 

119 Glenn Heathcock 1114036622 18 132 R,R,R,R,R,R Trump: 2,311 
Clinton: 669 

331 Ryan Jensen 1165566689 18 132 -,-,R,-,-,- Trump: 641 
Clinton: 402 

Shiva Baradan (SD 13, Pct. 630) 
Shiva, 20 years old, is a student at the University of Houston and president of Coogs for Life, the 
campus pro-life organization. She is also a fellow at Texas Right to Life and intern for the Harris 
County Republican Party. Shiva volunteered for John Culberson’s campaign in 2018 and this 
year at HCRP has led volunteer phone banking and block walking groups. She is passionate 
about conservative values, especially the right to life, and about stopping the rise of socialism. 
She is eager to engage voters in her heavily Democrat precinct and help the GOP make inroads 
in her neighborhood.  
 
Vivian Chambers (SD 17, Pct. 436) 
Vivian’s voting record shows she voted in all the primaries as Republican with one exception 
2008 she did a Limbaugh protest vote as Democrat. She’s been a longtime friend of Linda 
Dewhurst who told her that she needed to be involved with the party. Now that she has kids out 
of the house she has time to devote to the party. Vivian believes that Washington is out of 
control and needs better accountability. She believes there is much work to be done in the areas 
of immigration reform, fair trade agreements and options to make health care more affordable. 
Her interview was very convincing that she would be able to accomplish the task of the precinct 
chair. She is very involved in her community and has the right ideals to convince others.  
 
Travis Clarke (SD 13, Pct. 223) 
Travis, 28 years old, is completing a degree at the University of Houston and is an active 
member of Houston Young Republicans. He became politically active in 2018, volunteering for 
GOP candidates, as well as for Wesley Hunt’s congressional campaign this year. He supports 
President Trump’s immigration and trade policies, and believes it is vital for the party to better 
engage younger voters.  
 
Nicholas DeMaio (Pct. 444, SD 15)  
Nicholas teaches math at a private high school and he and his wife have two small children. 
Nicholas is a conservative, pro-life Christian and member of Memorial Drive Presbyterian 
Church. He block walked for John Culberson’s campaign in 2018, and volunteered for Bill 
King’s mayoral campaign, and has already participated in HCRP training and has become a 
certified Volunteer Deputy Voter Registrar. Nicholas is eager to organize and turnout 
Republicans in his precinct, and understands that Republicans must work like never before to 
keep Texas red.   
 
Melissa Dickson (SD 7, Pct. 56) 
Melissa is a former Harris County prosecutor and currently works from home doing criminal 
defense work. She and her husband, a police officer, are raising two young children. She 



 

supports President Trump and the 2nd Amendment, opposes abortion and favors less government 
regulation.  
 
April Gray (SD 7, Pct. 127) 
April works as a regulatory specialist for a large energy company and serves on volunteer boards 
for the city of Tomball. A longtime Republican, she strongly supports President Trump’s 
deregulatory agenda, as well as the border wall and gun rights, and opposes amnesty.  
 
Claudio Gutierrez (SD 15, Pct. 30)  
Claudio was born in Nicaragua, works as an engineer and now owns a consulting business. He is 
a strongly pro-life, conservative Christian, has been a supporter of Texas Right to Life and 
believes life begins at conception. He is also a proud supporter of President Trump and America 
First, and wants to become politically active to promote conservative values in Houston and 
Harris County.  
 
Glenn Heathcock (SD 18, Pct. 119)  
Glenn previously served as precinct chair for Precinct 119 and is a member of the HCRP 
Training and Development Committee. He explained to us that he resigned his position several 
years ago to allow another active Republican to run the precinct and the elections. Recently that 
precinct chair moved to another area thus opening up the position again. Not wanting the 
position to be open at this crucial time, he applied for the position.  
 
Lilly Hughes (Pct. 1008, SD 4) 
Lilly is a real estate broker and member of Kingwood Area Republican Women and Lake 
Houston Pachyderm Club. She supports President Trump, the border wall, the president’s fair 
trade policies and favors a smaller federal government. She wants to engage her neighbors and 
organize Republicans in her precinct.  
 
Ryan Jenson (SD 18, Pct. 331) 
Ryan, 27 years old, works as an accountant and he and his wife have a six-month old son. “As a 
new father, I want to do my part to ensure that my son has the same freedom and prosperity that 
previous generations enjoyed,” Ryan told the committee. He believes those freedoms are under 
threat from the extreme left, and it is vital that Republicans organize to win in 2020. The blue 
wave in 2018 motivate Ryan to become politically active. He is a pro-life, constitutional 
conservative and wants to promote the message of liberty and conservative values in his 
community.  
 
Kelley Mauk (SD 7, Pct. 519) 
Kelley is a stay-at-home mom and Tupperware lady, and she and husband are raising two 
adopted sons. She is a devout, pro-life Christian and supporter of traditional marriage, an ardent 
fan of President Trump and the border wall. She is eager to organize her precinct and promote 
the conservative message in her neighborhood.  
  



 

Joe Murphy (SD 7, Pct. 691) 
Joe works in IT for an energy company and he and his wife have two young sons. He supports 
President Trump’s immigration and trade policies, and also believes it is vital to promote 
conservative values at the local level.  
 
Mike Rediker (SD 15, Pct. 610) 
Mike is an Army veteran and investor, as well as a caregiver to a family member. He is a strong 
supporter of President Trump and his border security and immigration policies. Now that he has 
more time, Mike wants to become more involved in politics to help re-elect President Trump and 
promote the conservative message in his heavily Democrat precinct.  
 
Jeff Rosner (SD 7, Pct. 903) 
Jeff works as a manager for an off-shore services company and is an Air Force veteran and 
former police officer. He is a strong supporter of President Trump, and proudly displays a large 
Trump 2020 flag in his yard, which is near the entrance of his subdivision and highly visible. He 
is pro-life, supports the border wall and gun rights and wants to become more involved 
politically and turnout out the vote in his strongly Republican precinct.   
 
Elizabeth Ann Ferrell Thomsen (Pct. 447, SD 15) 
Anne is seeking the position of precinct chair due to the influence of a recently deceased husband 
who was active in the party. She participates in the Lake Houston Pachyderm Club, Kingwood 
Tea Party, and the Kingwood Area Republican Woman’s Club.   
She explained the most important issues facing us today are immigration, healthcare, and of 
course government over-spending. She explained that she would complete all the training 
necessary to be an election judge and precinct chair. Her voting record is solid Republican and 
she seemed truly excited about contributing to the Republican Party. 
 
Jack Velasquez (SD 7, Pct. 916)  
Jack works as a supply chain manager for an energy services company and is a strong supporter 
of President Trump and his pro-energy policies. His grandparents came to the U.S. legally from 
Mexico and Jack strongly opposes illegal immigration. Jack is a conservative, pro-life Christian 
and an active member of Klein United Methodist Church. He has not previously been politically 
active but was motivated to get involved because of the left’s war on freedom of speech and 
religion and public persecution of those who espouse conservative values.  
 
Cindy Wingo (SD 17, Pct. 751) 
Cindy has long been active in Republican Women’s clubs and is currently president of Katy 
Republican Women. She strongly supports President Trump and believes he has kept more 
promises than any other president. Cindy supports the 2nd Amendment and the right to life, and is 
focused on winning back state House District 132, which Republicans lost in 2018.  
 
Allen Wortham (SD 17, Pct. 603)  
Allen is a Marine Corps veteran and the district captain for the Convention of States for House 
District 132. The committee was skeptical due to his lack of voting record, but he explained that 
his company moved him from Fort Worth to Fort Bend and now to Houston. Thus the party was 
unable to look at his voting record. He assured us that he is been a lifelong Republican and we 
had no reason to doubt him. He felt it was time for him to be involved in politics after his U.S. 
House District (7) was lost to a Democrat. “I would like to try to bring another Republican to this 
seat that shares the values of the local population.” He explained is very pro-life, supports the 



 

party platform, cares about our veterans and was passionate about securing the US-Mexico 
border. Allen is willing to complete training for election judge and precinct chair. 
 
Chairman’s Committee appointments to be submitted for approval at Meeting: 
 
Local Government Committee: 
Cynthia Resendez 
  



 

Ballot Security Committee Report 
 

9/16/2019 
 
 

1. Continued Scrutiny of Harris County Countywide Polling 
 

a) Electronic Poll Books: The committee publicly exposed the failure of the Harris County Clerk’s 
electronic poll books to meet the requirements of the Election Code during the May 4 election.  

b) Interim Study by House Committee on Elections: Chair Simpson did an outstanding job 
presenting the HCRP position on Countywide Polling to the House Committee on Elections.  

c) Efforts to Close Republican Precincts for November: HCRP Precinct Chairs alerted BSC to 
inappropriate phone contact by the county clerk’s office seeking precinct chair approval to close 
their polling places for the November 5 election. Working through the county commissioners, we 
curtailed that effort. The only precinct polling places affected for November will be those 
combined with another nearby polling place with a Republican presiding judge.  

 
2. Statewide Education on Election Issues  

 
Following the firefight in the last legislative session over several election bills, county party executive 
committees and Republican women’s groups across Texas have invited us to brief them on the most 
pressing election issues for 2020 and beyond. We are honoring as many of those requests as possible.  

 
 

3. Early Voting Worker Crisis 
 

For the first time in 6 years, HCRP is in danger of NOT filling every Republican election worker 
position for Early Voting in this November’s election. For the June 30 deadline for EV election 
worker submissions we submitted a roster of workers that was about 85% complete. We would easily 
complete the list in the following few weeks. 
 
But AFTER that deadline had passed, the county clerk CHANGED THE RULES. They unilaterally 
decided that no Early Voting clerk would be allowed to work full days during Early Voting. Each 
clerk would be limited to working only a half day each day of Early Voting. AND on August 2 (more 
than a month after the deadline) they added more Early Voting locations. 
 
Those actions had two immediate impacts: 1) we have to nominate more than TWICE as many EV 
clerks as we usually do; and 2) many of the HCRP Early Voting clerks who’d already stepped up to 
serve, withdrew from EV appointments. They told us that it’s simply not worth driving to a location 
far from their homes for a half-day’s pay for 2 weeks.  
 
So, we’re currently very short of HCRP election clerks for Early Voting. If we can’t fix that in time, 
then the county clerk will appoint some of the hundreds of temp workers they’ve lined up to replace 
HCRP clerks. That’s a real problem for election integrity.  
 
One of the factors that makes Early Voting relatively safe from serious election fraud is that every 
location has multiple representatives from both major parties. If we have Early Voting locations with 
only Democrat clerks, there’s going to be a problem.  
 
We need you to canvas every Republican in your precincts ASAP and urge them to step up to work 
Early Voting this October. Please make this issue a priority. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

HCRP Local Government Committee Report 
9/16/19 

Current Members 
 

Janie Branham SD 4  
Keith Nielsen SD 6  
Dan Comstock SD 7 Vice Chair 
Mark McCaig SD 7  
Scott Bowen SD 11  
Jim Bigham SD 13  
James Rains SD 15  
Ryan Nietsche SD 15  
Charlie Cupples SD 17  
Jim Bartley SD 17  
Richard Smith SD 18  
Dennis Griffith At Large Chair 
Cynthia Resendez Auxiliary  
Paul Simpson Ex Officio  
Debra Risinger Ex Officio  

 
Current Vacancies 

None   
 
Resolutions 
 
The Local Government Committee is submitting a resolution for consideration by the HCRP Executive 
Committee at the September 16, 2019, meeting. 
 

• Resolution in Support of Texas Constitutional Amendments Proposition 4 
 
Major Issues 
 
The HCRP Local Government Committee developed a questionnaire to be sent to the candidates for 
Houston’s mayor and city council. 
 
The LGC continued to collect information about the METRONext bond election that will voted on in the 
November 12, 2019, general election. 
 
Meeting Summaries 
 
Since the last general meeting of the Harris County Republican Party Executive Committee meeting on 
February 25, 2019, the Local Government Committee has met three times: June 20, July 25, and August 
29.  The following summarizes those meetings. 
 
June 20, 2019 
 
LGC Chairman Dennis Griffith opened the meeting and presented the agenda. 
 
He asked Jim Bigham to provide the Special Districts Subcommittee report.  Jim Bigham reported that 
HB304 was to be signed by Governor Greg Abbott and would take effect on September 1, 2019.  The bill 
relates to governance and operation of municipal management districts.  He also spoke of four bills which 
were vetoed during the legislative session. 
 



 

Next, Chairman Griffith spoke of the upcoming local elections in Harris County, particularly in Baytown, 
Bellaire, Houston and Missouri City.  He spoke of the candidates seeking elected office.  James Rains 
offered that we should research the candidates and identify conservative candidates.  Jim Bigham spoke 
of the list of candidates seeking office in the various districts and at-large of the Houston City Council.  
Keith Neilsen spoke of the importance of compiling a timeline for the committee to properly disseminate 
candidate information.  James Rains also requested that the committee construct a questionnaire for 
candidates.  Dan Comstock made a motion that the committee send a newsletter to precinct chairs in the 
HCRP.  The motion was seconded by Scott Bowen and was passed unanimously. 
 
James Rains spoke of HJR 38, which seeks to prohibit individual income tax in Texas.  He motioned to 
direct the HCRP Communications Director to develop and implement a strategy for the HCRP 
membership to openly support HJR 38 and other constitutional amendments.  The motion was seconded 
by Dan Comstock.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
There was a discussion of action items and those are: 1) Emailing lists to precinct chairs in precincts 
affected by local elections, 2) Timelines for local elections, 3) A newsletter distributed to precinct chairs 
informing them of local elections in their areas and 4) The HCRP developing a strategy to educate and 
inform precinct chairs of HJR 38 and other constitutional amendments. 
 
July 25, 2019 
 
LGC Chairman Dennis Griffith opened the meeting and presented the agenda.  He announced that there 
was not a quorum, but encouraged members to keep the discussion going for the upcoming local elections 
in November. 
 
A City of Houston candidate questionnaire from the 2015 HCRP Local Government Committee was 
distributed to committee members.  James Rains spoke of the current issues facing the City of Houston 
and provided suggestions on updating the old questionnaire.  Mark McCaig and Keith Neilsen spoke of 
the need for a possible question as to the candidate’s feelings toward groups that conduct lobbying and 
are supported by local governments.  The group consensus was that most of the questions should be 
deleted with the exceptions of question 3, “Do you support ending Houston’s “sanctuary city” policies?” 
question 4, “Do you support currently maintaining the City of Houston Revenue Cap?” and possibly 
question 5, “Do you support repealing the Houston “Drainage Fee?” 
 
Next the group discussed drafting a resolution in support of the Texas Constitutional Amendments that 
will appear on the ballot in November, particularly Proposition 4, which states, “The constitutional 
amendment prohibiting the imposition of an individual income tax, including a tax on an individual’s 
share of partnership and unincorporated association income.” 
 
Action items discussed were determining those school districts that are holding elections in November, as 
well as the possibility of virtually collaborating on designing the local government questionnaires as well 
as the HCRP Executive Committee Meeting resolution on the Texas Constitutional Amendments. 
 
August 29, 2019 
 
LGC Chairman Dennis Griffith opened the meeting and presented the agenda and minutes of the 
preceding meeting.  There were no corrections to the minutes and the agenda was accepted. 
 
After committee member introductions, he introduced Carrin Patman, Chair of METRO’s Board of 
Directors, who was presenting the METRONext plan and Paul Magaziner of Corridors United, who is 
opposing the METRONext plan.  METRO is seeking voter approval for $3.5 billion in bonding authority 
to continue its programs and introduce or enhance bus and rail routes.  Along with her slide presentation, 
Ms. Patman spoke of the current makeup of the METRO Board of Directors, five of whom are appointed 
by the Mayor of the City of Houston, two are appointed by Harris County Commissioners Court and two 



 

are appointed by the smaller cities within the METRO service area.  There will be additional 
appointments to the board in the future from the county.  Mr. Magaziner presented his arguments, 
disagreeing with many of Ms. Patman’s assertions, particularly ridership data and funding.  He provided a 
lengthy packet of information that included certain pages of the report from the Office of Inspector 
General titled, “Assessment of Harris County Texas METRO’s Financial Condition and Capacity” as well 
as documents from METRO.  After Ms. Patman and Mr. Magaziner left the meeting, James Rains raised 
the issue of the committee not having enough time to properly evaluate the proposed resolutions.  He 
moved to table the discussions until a new meeting of the committee could be scheduled.  The motion was 
seconded by Jim Bigham and was unanimously accepted.  Discussion ensued and next Wednesday was 
chosen for the next committee meeting. 
 
Mark McCaig then moved to strike the first paragraph of the Resolution in Support of Proposition 4, an 
amendment to permanently ban an individual income tax in the State of Texas.  The motion was seconded 
by Jim Bartley and was passed unanimously. 
 
Submitted by: 
Dennis Griffith 
Local Government Committee Chair 
 
 

Candidates Committee Report 
 

After two successful training events in partnership with the Leadership Institute, the Candidates Committee 
is entering its second phase of training to help our candidates prepare for the 2020 election cycle.  We are 
pleased to invite all prospective candidates and interested activists to our Candidate Fall Curriculum, in 
partnership with the Grassroots Leadership Academy.  These training events are free and are intended to 
provide deep-dives into topics and skills that will be necessary to lead a successful campaign. 
 
The Committee is also pleased to announce that we will be hosting advanced interview opportunities for 
our Republican primary candidates!  These events are intended to provide space for the committee to meet 
with committed candidates before their schedules are overwhelmed by the nuts and bolts of 
campaigning.  We would appreciate candidates reaching out to Sean Cheben (Committee 
Chair, sean.cheben@gmail.com) to express their interest in meeting with the committee during one of the 
following times: 
 
 - October 29th, 6:30pm at HCRP Headquarters 
 - November 20th, 6:30pm at HCRP Headquarters 
 - December 12th, 6:30pm at HCRP Headquarters 
 
These advanced interview opportunities are by appointment only, so please contact us as soon as possible 
to schedule yours!  Opportunities to interview with the committee will also be made available in 2020 once 
the filing period has completed. 
 
 
Regards,  
Sean Cheben, Candidates Committee Chairman 
  

mailto:sean.cheben@gmail.com


 

 

HCRP Engagement Committee Report: 
We are excited to be joining the HCRP Engagement Committee at this crucial junction for Harris 
County. Mike Bercu has built an excellent framework for continued growth. 
During this time of transition, we have worked to take stock of our efforts at growing our party. 
We have spent many hours in the community with groups that are not always so readily visible 
in our party.  These sorties include meeting with Hispanic groups, African groups, African 
American groups, and Asian-Pacific groups, as we divide these populations into the broadest 
categories. Much of the immigrant community, and particularly those who have recently become 
citizens, have strong conservative beliefs that can strengthen our cause. 
Naturally, efforts can and should be focused on unique subgroups, recognizing the differences in 
their needs and goals. For example, Venezuelans have distinct concerns and offer real-life 
expertise that is somewhat different from that of Mexican immigrants. 
Each of these groups had many members who expressed strong conservative values and a desire 
to be involved in the conservative movement. 
The most disappointing discovery was the artificial barriers erected by well-meaning 
Republicans to the participation of these many interested groups.  For example, many who had 
attended conservative events or even party meetings noted they felt unwelcome and were 
isolated at meetings. They felt they were not welcome to participate. 
Many of the Hispanic conservatives we spoke with were quite sensitive when it came to heated 
rhetoric regarding illegal immigration. They are adamantly opposed to illegal immigration, yet 
they feel many of our cause lump legal Hispanic-immigrants into the same group as illegal 
immigrants. The rhetoric heats up, and some make comments about illegals that are disparaging 
to the group as a whole. 
Indian conservatives – and there are quite a few – felt unwelcome.  When they try to engage, 
they report being met with “Why are YOU here?” as if they are some hostile presence, rather 
than being made to feel welcome. 
Many groups expressed concern that they saw no others at events from their communities. 
Others expressed amazement that a “Republican finally showed up!” One shocking discovery 
was the looming presence of Democrats in our schools, snaring our youth at the earliest possible 
moment. We must address this for our future growth. 
We have already begun targeting various ethnic groups and ages within our area to invite at 
least two representative community/thought leaders from each group to an informal Strategic 
Advisory Board. We have listened to these various communities who feel like outsiders and 
would like to create an open forum for them to share their concerns and visions for outreach with 
us during the Strategic Advisory meetings. 
Our evolving strategy includes efforts to: 

·        Increase our presence and integrate within the many demographic and 
ethnic subgroups to win hearts and minds. We believe that showing up is half the 
battle and forging new friendships will be of utmost importance; especially in 
areas traditionally democratic where we have not ventured before. 
·        Increase communication and participation both in HCRP events but also 
events in our various ethnic communities. We will need to cultivate volunteers 



 

from all walks of life and ages to engage in coalition-building amongst like-
minded individuals and groups. 
·        Increase our cultural awareness and understanding to coordinate better our 
efforts to explain our similar Republican values of freedom, personal 
responsibility, and opportunity to succeed. 
·        Play a stronger role in communicating our similarities and why all 
Americans can benefit from Conservative policies that will grow our economy 
and make our communities and families stronger and safer   

We emphasize that these efforts are a work in progress. Many if not most of these efforts will be 
addressed to “Soft” Republicans, Independents, and even some soft Democrats. After all, the 
goal is not just to increase our ranks from the right, but to provide a home for those who are 
unhappy with the socialist bent of the Democratic party.  

We anticipate some awkward moments as we welcome these groups into our fold. They will 
likely challenge us to defend and explain our beliefs – we must recognize this is part of the 
growth process for these conservatives, and seize the opportunity for us to reflect what it means 
to be Republicans.  

Thank you. 

Jon Spiers 

Dana Myers 



 
 
Proposed Resolutions Proposed Resolutions 

 
Resolution To Initiate The Process To Censure the Speaker of the Texas House- Dennis Bonnen (R-

Angleton) 
 

WHEREAS, Speaker of the Texas House Dennis Bonnen (R- Angleton) violated RPT Principles #2 and 
#8 by appointing an anti-gun Democrat Representative- Poncho Nevárez (D-Eagle Pass)- to chair the 
Homeland Security & Public Safety Committee and a pro-abortion Democrat Representative- Senfronia 
Thompson (D-Houston-) to chair the Public Health Committee, thus ensuring multiple pro-gun and pro-
life bills would either never receive a hearing or never be put to a vote in those committees, and 
 
WHEREAS, Speaker of the Texas House Dennis Bonnen (R- Angleton) violated RPT Principle #5 by 
giving a demonstrably false account of Constitutional Carry activist Chris McNutt’s actions while 
blockwalking in the Speaker’s neighborhood, thus causing undue harm to a private citizen, and 
 
WHEREAS, Speaker of the Texas House Dennis Bonnen (R- Angleton) violated RPT Principle #4 by 
ignoring a valid point of order, which was called when SB 10- the mental health bill- was added as an 
amendment to SB 11- the school safety bill, thus ensuring an unprecedented expanse of government 
power, and 
 
WHEREAS, Speaker of the Texas House Dennis Bonnen (R- Angleton) violated RPT Principle #3 by 
threatening to penalize House members if they attacked incumbent members of either Party during the 
Primary or General elections, thus potentially limiting all Texans’ representation in the House, and 
 
WHEREAS, Speaker of the Texas House Dennis Bonnen (R- Angleton) violated RPT Principle #5 by 
making offensive statements regarding other members of the House, thus bringing embarrassment to his 
office and the Party, 
 
WHEREAS, Speaker of the Texas House Dennis Bonnen (R- Angleton) has violated RPT Principle #5 
by lying to the public about the details of a conversation he had with Michael Quinn Sullivan, wherein 
Speaker Bonnen made a quid pro quo offer of official benefits in exchange for targeting certain political 
opponents. The Speaker’s lying and double standards with regards to attacking fellow Republicans are 
unethical and unbecoming of his office, 
 
RESOLVED, the Executive Committee of the Harris County Republican Party hereby respectfully calls 
on the Executive Committees of the Republican Parties of Brazoria and Matagorda Counties to initiate 
the process to censure the Speaker of the Texas House- Dennis Bonnen (R-Angleton)- for the above 
actions to the full extent allowed by the Republican Party of Texas under Rule 44. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Executive Committee of the Harris County Republican Party calls 
upon the Speaker of the Texas House- Dennis Bonnen (R-Angleton) to act in accord with his own apology 
and to resign his speakership immediately. 
 



 
 
Proposed Resolutions Proposed Resolutions 

 
A RESOLUTION TITLED ENDORSE BILL KING  

 
 

Whereas, Houston is the fourth most populous city in the United States. It is critical that 
conservative Houstonians are fairly represented in the City of Houston. 

 
Whereas, King, a lifelong resident of Houston, was born and raised in the Clear Lake area and 
graduated from Clear Creek High School. He earned an undergraduate degree in political 
science and law degree from the University of Houston. 

 
Whereas, King was elected to the Kemah City Council in 1996 and served as Kemah Mayor 
from 2001-2005. 

 
Whereas, King has served our community as an active member of many crucial boards such 
as Interfaith Ministries, Texas Southern University, Galveston Bay Foundation, and Memorial 
Hermann Foundation. 

 
Whereas, King has researched and contributed over 400 columns and commentaries regarding 
issues facing Houston over the last 40 years. 

 
Whereas, King has voted in every Houston municipal election since 2005. 

 
Whereas, King is armed with factual research on the problems facing Houston and 
Houstonians, including flooding, crime, corruption, and the condition of our streets. 

 
Whereas, King has a record of identifying problems, offering solutions, and getting things 
accomplished for the greater good of our community. 

 
Whereas, if Houston conservatives fail to elect Bill King as Houston mayor in 2019, Houston 
conservatives may forever lose the City of Houston; therefore, be it 

 
Resolved, That the Harris County Republican Party endorses Bill King as Houston mayor in the 
2019 municipal election. 

 
Be it further Resolved, That on September 20, 2019, the Harris County Republican Party shall 
publish the following statement on Facebook [Harris County Republican Party] and Twitter 
[@harriscountyRP] and on the Harris County Republican Party’s website 
[HarrisCountyGOP.com] under “Latest News”: 

 
“The Harris County Republican Party Executive Committee endorses Bill 
King as Houston mayor in the 2019 municipal election. We know that Bill will 
lead our city with integrity and true fiscal conservatism. Bill will improve public 
safety and implement real, common-sense solutions for issues that 
Houstonians face every day such as flooding, crime, and the condition of our 
streets.” 

 
/s/ Rachel Palmer Hooper 
Rachel Palmer Hooper, Chair, Precinct 1
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Additional Endorsements for A Resolution Titled Endorse Bill King 
 

Jim Bigham Buffie Ingersoll 

Chair, Precinct 296 Chair, Precinct 262 

Scott Bowen Chris McDonald 
Chair, Senate District 11 SREC, Senate District 6 

Chair, Precinct 416  

Kristy Bridges Mark Ramsey 
Chair, Senate District 13 SREC, Senate District 7 

Chair, Precinct 20  

Marvin Clede David Riddle 
SREC, Senate District 17 Chair, Senate District 7 

Chair, Precinct 8 Chair, Precinct 114 

Vergel Cruz Melissa Rowell 
SREC, Senate District 15 Chair, Precinct 480 

Chair, Precinct 578  

Dawn Elliott Nancy Scott 
SREC, Senate District 13 Chair, Precinct 461 

Chair, Precinct 554  

Rolando Garcia Bob Sumicek 
Chair, Senate District 15 Chair, Precinct 645 

Chair, Precinct 33  

Will Hickman Rex Teter 
Chair, Precinct 258 Chair, Senate District 6 

Jim Hotze 
Chair, Precinct 302 

 
Chair, Senate District 17  

Chair, Precinct 128  
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Harris County Republican Party Endorses Mike Knox for Houston City Council 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Houston is in desperate need of common sense, fiscally conservative 
leadership that will focus on core services like public safety, streets, and drainage and that will take 
on the special interests at City Hall; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Harris County Republican Party has a vital role to play in mobilizing conservative 
voters in local “non-partisan” elections, and through endorsing candidates in recent municipal and 
school board elections has helped elect good conservatives; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Harris County Republican Party endorsed Mike Knox for Houston City Council in 
2015 and conservative activists supported his successful campaign; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mike Knox has been a courageous voice for fiscally responsible, transparent 
government, standing up to Mayor Sylvester Turner and the City Hall special interests to do the 
right thing for Houston; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mike Knox has been a much-needed independent voice on City Council – opposing 
higher taxes and fees, calling out wasteful spending and unethical practices, standing up for our 
first responders, and fighting to make sure Houstonians get the services they pay for; and 
 
WHEREAS, as an Air Force veteran, former Houston police officer and grassroots activist, Mike 
Knox has lived and advocated for conservative values and fought for honest government; now 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Harris County Republican Party endorses the re-
election of Mike Knox for Houston City Council At-Large Position #1 in the 2019 city election. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
*Rolando Garcia, SD 15 Chair 
*Scott Bowen, SD 11 Chair  
*Kristy Bridges, SD 13 Chair 
*Vergel Cruz, SREC SD15 and Precinct 578 Chair  
*Jim Bigham, Precinct 296 Chair 
*David Gratvol, Precinct 304 Chair  
*Steve Howell, Precinct 39 Chair 
*Buffie Ingersoll, Precinct 262 Chair  
*Larry Korkmas, Precinct 492 Chair 
*Joe Pelati, Precinct 70 Chair  
*James Rains, Precinct 38 Chair 
*Marco Roberts, Precinct 154 Chair  
*Thomas Wang, Precinct 21 Chair 
 
*Denotes precinct chair within City of Houston 
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Resolution OPPOSING the $3.5 billion METRO Bond Proposition 
 
Whereas:  The Metropolitan Transit Authority has called a special election to be held on 
November 5, 2019 asking voters to approve $3.5 Billion in borrowing authority to expand their 
network of bus, rail, and managed lane projects, and 
 
Whereas:  Voters will also be asked to extend (for another 15 years until FY 2040) METRO’s 
authority to direct 75% of their sale and use tax revenues to support bonds, notes, or other 
obligations, AND dedicate 25% for street improvements, mobility projects, and other facilities and 
services, and 
 
Whereas:  The METRONext 20-year plan described in the ballot language includes some 16 
miles of new light rail, adding 10 miles to the purple and green lines to extend to Hobby Airport at 
an estimated cost of $1.4 billion, and 
 
Whereas:  The bond proposal describes 75 miles of bus rapid transit (BRT), including a 
corridor to Bush Intercontinental Airport, and 
 
Whereas:  METRO ridership peaked in 2001 and has stagnated since, despite double digit 
population increases in the METRO system area, AND, the green and purple RAIL lines, which 
opened in 2015, still carry fewer riders on an average day than nine of Metro’s main bus routes, and 
 
Whereas:  METRO carried more people in 2003, before the red line, the first segment of rail 
opened, despite spending nearly $2.6 billion, and 
 
Whereas:  The US Dept. of Transportation OIG 2017 Audit report observes: “METRO’s 
limited financial capacity suggests focus on the operation and maintenance of its current system 
rather than significant system expansion in the near term”, and 
 
Whereas:  The Republican Party of Texas platform states in plank 170 that, “We in the 
Republican Party of Texas believe in the principles of constitutionally limited government based on 
federalist principles. To this end we encourage our elected officials at all levels of government to 
work to reverse the current trend of expanding government and the growing tax and debt. 
 
Therefore, 
Be it resolved: That the Harris County Republican Party OPPOSES the proposition, described by 

METRO resolution No. 2019-71, on the November 5, 2019 ballot.  
 
Be it Further 
Resolved: That a copy of this resolution shall be certified by the County Chairman, posted on 

the HCRP website, and sent to all Precinct Chairs, and to the party’s email list within 
five (5) days of its passage. 

 
Respectfully submitted:  
Jim Bigham, Pct. 296; Jim Bartley, Pct. 227; Scott Bowen, Pct. 416 (SD 11 Chair); Keith Nielsen, Pct. 190; Mark McCaig, 
Pct. 687; Rachel Hooper, Pct. 16; Rolando Garcia, Pct. 33 (SD 15 Chair); Kristy Bridges, Pct. 20 (SD 13 Chair); Evan 
Norton, Pct. 430; Gerry Vander-Lyn, Pct. 541; Matthew Cowan, Pct. 311; Dawn Elliot, Pct. 554 (SREC SD13)  
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RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF LUIS H. LAROTTA FOR HOUSE DISTRICT 148 
 
WHEREAS, The Democratic incumbent Representative for House District 148 has resigned, leaving the 

seat open; and 
 
WHEREAS, Governor Abbott has declared a special election for House District 148 to take place on 

November 5, 2019, and 
 
WHEREAS, There will be no primary in this race; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Harris County Republican Party has a vital role to play in mobilizing conservatives in 

special elections, and through endorsing candidates in municipal elections has helped elect 
good conservatives; and 

 
WHEREAS, Luis H. LaRotta has over a decade of Republican grassroots leadership in Senate Districts 7, 

11, and 15; and 
 
WHEREAS, Luis H. LaRotta was elected as a National Delegate representing Congressional District 2 to 

the Republican National Convention in 2012; and 
 
WHEREAS, Luis H.LaRotta was actively involved in organizing and defeating the Klein ISD special tax 

election in 2018; and 
 
WHEREAS, Luis H. LaRotta has been an active member and donor to the Houston Young Republicans; 

and 
 
WHEREAS, Luis H. LaRotta was nominated and elected chairman of the Republican Liberty Caucus Bay 

Area in order to expand the Republican Party ideals within the Houston area, and successfully 
integrated several college conservatives into HCRP; and 

 
WHEREAS, Luis H. LaRotta is actively supportive of Houston veteran organizations including Helping 

A Hero, Travis Manion Foundation, Lone Star Veterans Association, Career Gear, the 
Wounded Warrior Project, and is vigilant to attract service members that express 
conservative ideals to HCRP; and 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Harris County Republican Party endorses Luis H. LaRotta 

in the November 5, 2019 special election for Representative of House District 148. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
House District 148  
Rolando Garcia, Senate District 15 Chairman 
Kristy Bridges, Senate District 13 Chairwoman  
Gail Stanart, SREC Senate District 15  
Roy Morales, SREC Senate District 13  
Robert Kenney, Precinct Chair 5  
Bob Hall, Precinct Chair 43  
Fausto Nolasco, Precinct Chair 44  
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Doug Markham, Precinct Chair 54  
Tyler Corder, Precinct Chair 57  
Harry Morse, Precinct Chair 58  
Deann Irby, Precinct Chair 75  
Britt Thedinger, Precinct Chair 166  
Arnold Morell, Precinct Chair 446  
Larry Harris, Precinct Chair 179 
 
 
 
Harris County Precinct Chairs  
Charlotte Lampe, Precinct 828  
James C. Rains, Precinct Chair 38  
Adelle Flores, Precinct Chair 785  
Joe Pelati, Precinct Chair 70  
Fairalee Carrier, Precinct Chair 136  
Marco Roberts, Precinct Chair 154  
Elizabeth Ingersoll, Precinct Chair 262  
Jonathan Hansen, Precinct Chair 293  
David Gratvol, Precinct Chair 304  
Jeffrey Larson, Precinct Chair 349  
Douglas Barmore, Precinct Chair 522  
Martha Fierro, Precinct Chair 72  
Carl Jarvis, Precinct Chair 60 
 
Hank Dugie, League City Councilman Position 2 
Tanya Robertson, SREC SD 11 Mark Ramsey, 
SREC SD 7  
Terri Leo, SREC SD 7  
Chris McDonald, SREC SD 6 
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RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF TEXAS CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS 

PROPOSITION 4 
 
WHEREAS: In the 86th Session of the Texas Legislature, Representatives Jeff Leach, Will 
Metcalf, Dustin Burrows, and Briscoe Cain sponsored a House Joint Resolution to permanently 
ban the implementation of an individual income tax in the state of Texas. 
 
WHEREAS: This resolution passed both the State House and Senate with the requisite number 
of votes and will appear as a proposed constitutional amendment on the November 5, 2019, 
ballot under the title of “Proposition 4.” 
 
WHEREAS: Critical municipal elections in Houston and other Harris County communities 
along with school district and bond elections will also be on the November 5, 2019, ballot. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Harris County Republican Party supports the passage of 
Proposition 4 on the November 5, 2019, ballot. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that passage of Proposition 4 will be a priority for the Harris 
County Republican Party for the November 5, 2019, election. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Harris County Republican Party will devote 
appropriate resources towards the development and execution of a campaign to inform Harris 
County republican voters of the importance of this proposition. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Harris County Republican Party will petition the 
SREC to designate the passage of Proposition 4 as a Republican Party of Texas priority for the 
November 5, 2019, election. 
 
Submitted By: 
Dennis Griffith, Local Government Committee Chairman 
Local Government Committee  
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A RESOLUTION TITLED TRANSPARENCY IN ELECTIONS  

 
 
 

Whereas, a well-informed electorate is best; and 
 

Whereas, voting history is an important indicator of an individual’s beliefs; and 
 

Whereas, in Harris County, there is currently no mechanism to disseminate a candidate’s voting 
history; therefore, be it 

 
Resolved, That on or before October 1, 2019, the Harris County Republican Party shall publish the 
Harris County voting history of every candidate in the November 5, 2019 general election for the 
City of Houston on the Harris County Republican Party’s website [harriscountygop.com] under 
“Elections” [harriscountygop.com/2019_election]. 

 
/s/ Rachel Palmer Hooper  
Rachel Palmer Hooper  
Chair, Precinct 16 

 



THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 

 

 


