
Adopted September 16, 2019 
 
Resolution OPPOSING the $3.5 billion METRO Bond Proposition 
 
Whereas:  The Metropolitan Transit Authority has called a special election to be held on 
November 5, 2019 asking voters to approve $3.5 Billion in borrowing authority to expand their 
network of bus, rail, and managed lane projects, and 
 
Whereas:  Voters will also be asked to extend (for another 15 years until FY 2040) METRO’s 
authority to direct 75% of their sale and use tax revenues to support bonds, notes, or other 
obligations, AND dedicate 25% for street improvements, mobility projects, and other facilities and 
services, and 
 
Whereas:  The METRONext 20-year plan described in the ballot language includes some 16 
miles of new light rail, adding 10 miles to the purple and green lines to extend to Hobby Airport at 
an estimated cost of $1.4 billion, and 
 
Whereas:  The bond proposal describes 75 miles of bus rapid transit (BRT), including a 
corridor to Bush Intercontinental Airport, and 
 
Whereas:  METRO ridership peaked in 2001 and has stagnated since, despite double digit 
population increases in the METRO system area, AND, the green and purple RAIL lines, which 
opened in 2015, still carry fewer riders on an average day than nine of Metro’s main bus routes, and 
 
Whereas:  METRO carried more people in 2003, before the red line, the first segment of rail 
opened, despite spending nearly $2.6 billion, and 
 
Whereas:  The US Dept. of Transportation OIG 2017 Audit report observes: “METRO’s 
limited financial capacity suggests focus on the operation and maintenance of its current system 
rather than significant system expansion in the near term”, and 
 
Whereas:  The Republican Party of Texas platform states in plank 170 that, “We in the 
Republican Party of Texas believe in the principles of constitutionally limited government based on 
federalist principles. To this end we encourage our elected officials at all levels of government to 
work to reverse the current trend of expanding government and the growing tax and debt. 
 
Therefore, 
Be it resolved: That the Harris County Republican Party OPPOSES the proposition, described by 

METRO resolution No. 2019-71, on the November 5, 2019 ballot.  
 
Be it Further 
Resolved: That a copy of this resolution shall be certified by the County Chairman, posted on 

the HCRP website, and sent to all Precinct Chairs, and to the party’s email list within 
five (5) days of its passage. 

 
Respectfully submitted:  
 
Jim Bigham, Pct. 296; Jim Bartley, Pct. 227; Scott Bowen, Pct. 416 (SD 11 Chair); Keith Nielsen, Pct. 190; Mark McCaig, 
Pct. 687; Rachel Hooper, Pct. 16; Rolando Garcia, Pct. 33 (SD 15 Chair); Kristy Bridges, Pct. 20 (SD 13 Chair); Evan 
Norton, Pct. 430; Gerry Vander-Lyn, Pct. 541; Matthew Cowan, Pct. 311; Dawn Elliot, Pct. 554 (SREC SD13) 

 
 


