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Resolution Opposing Proposed Property Tax Increase by Harris County 

Commissioners Court 
 
WHEREAS the property tax burden for Harris County taxpayers has long been compounded by high 
valuations and high tax rates, with limited recourse for or accountability to property taxpayers. 
 
WHEREAS the Texas Senate Property Tax Committee conducted exhaustive hearings on the crushing 
impact of property tax burdens on homeowners and commercial property owners, and the economy of 
Texas as a whole.  
 
WHEREAS the Legislature overwhelmingly passed House Bill 3 and, by a bi-partisan vote, passed Senate 
Bill 2 to provide tax relief to property owners in several forms, including a limitation on future property 
tax increases in excess of 3.5% per year without voter approval beginning in Year 2020.    
 
WHEREAS, three Democratic members of Commissioners Court have proposed adoption of a property 
tax rate increase of 2.27 cents, the first increase in over 20 years, the maximum allowable under the old 
rollback rate of 8%. 
 
WHEREAS, Sen. Paul Bettencourt, Chair of the Senate Property Tax Committee, has calculated that this 
tax increase voted by the Harris County Commissioners Court will result in a double digit increase on the 
average homeowners’ tax bill and corresponding increases to county property tax revenues. 
 
WHEREAS such a material tax rate increase on top of high valuation increases runs counter to the City of 
Houston reducing its tax rate by 2 cents and HISD reducing its tax rate by 7 cents due to HB 3. 
 
WHEREAS this property tax increase will further burden low- and middle-income citizens and those on 
fixed income who are already struggling to meet existing high property taxes; 
 
WHEREAS this massive property tax increase will greatly increase the cost of doing business in Harris 
County and serve as a deterrent in Harris County’s ongoing ability to attract of new businesses from 
other states and locales; 
 
AND WHEREAS the tax rate increase proposed by Commissioners Court at this time was designed to 
circumvent taxpayers from being able to reverse the decision via a referendum vote. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that The Republican Party of Harris County opposes adoption of the 
proposed property tax rate increase by Harris County Commissioners Court. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Commissioners Court should adopt the effective tax rate proposed by 
Commissioners Cagle and Radack as option 1A, which would lower the proposed tax rate by 4 cents, but 
was voted down by the Democratic majority. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, given that increases in appraisals combined with the rate increase proposed 
by Commissioners Court will result in a massive double digit increase in the burden on the local 
taxpayer, a copy of this resolution should be circulated to members of Commissioners Court and to 
members of the Harris County delegations in the Texas Legislature.  
 
Submitted by:  Grant Dunwoody, Pct 309; Ralph Fite, Pct 499; Clint Moore, Pct 110; David Riddle, Pct 114 


