
1.  Do you believe in limited government on every level?  Absolutely! 
 
2. Do you support lowering taxes?  YES!  As a city councilman, we gave Katy, Texas its first ever 
tax cuts.  We put in 5 years of automatic tax reductions.  To make up for the loss in revenue due to our 
tax reductions we helped businesses come to Katy and then we got out of the way and let business do 
what they do best... make money.  We plan on doing another round of yearly automatic tax reductions 
after we review the financials to see what we can do without getting us into a situation. 
 
3. The City of Katy has placed a measure on the ballot to change the city charter. Do you 
support the proposed changes?  I have gone back and forth on this... originally, I was really against 
it.  I felt that three 2 year terms was better than two 3 year terms.  The way it stands... every year a 
seat is open due to the seats being staggered. If I am upset about something and my elected 
"representatives" are not doing what I am requesting... I don't want to wait 3 years to get them out of 
office!  I can run the following year.  That being said, our city has a few people who love to stir up 
controversy.  They try to convince people to run against every candidate even if they like them 
because they feel that a candidate, no matter how good he/she is should always have an 
opponent.  Elections cost over $30,000.00 dollars of tax payer funds... it is senseless to cause the city 
to pay that for no reason.  If you have a legitimate concern, complaint, or issue... by all means, run... it 
is your civic duty.  But don't just run... "just because".  Also, after an election... it takes you some time 
to adjust and learn to navigate the system; and just when you put together a plan and start to work on 
your agenda, it becomes time to "campaign" because you have an election come up.  The more 
elections, the more times representatives have to stop representing and start politicking.  The constant 
campaigning becomes the focus... not the issues that they ran on.  The new changes also clean up the 
language a little bit. 
 
4. Do you support the Katy Boardwalk project? This project originally started out as a two million 
dollar tax funded ‘green space and nature trail’ type project.  Now it is a $150 million dollar 
income and tourism generating machine that the Katy Tax payers are not funding… the money is 
coming from a private developer, The Katy Development Authority, Convention and Tourism 
Bureau, Metro mobility money, mall sales tax revenue, and the city is contributing H.O.T. funds 
which are paid by visitors to our city, not residents.  Using the tax increment reinvestment zone or 
TIRZ in that area, the Katy Boardwalk will be able to use the additional tax funds above the 
baseline amount to reinvest in itself.  This Katy Boardwalk comes complete with world class 
hotels, a convention center, mixed use retail/restaurants, and an 89-acre nature park.  As a direct 
result of all of this development we were able to jump from only three hotels to nine hotels, we 
reduced property taxes, raised the senior homestead exemption, and as I stated before we put in 
place five years of automatic tax reductions.  
 
5. Do you support the building of a second fire station?  Yes, it is needed and we are ahead of 
schedule on that. 
 
6. Do you believe that the current infrastructure is such that the City of Katy is equipped to 
handle any flooding or natural disasters?  I have been working on the infrastructure for four years 
straight.  Nothing will stop a 500 year flood like we recently had, that is an act of God.  But, we have 
short term projects, medium range projects, and long term projects regarding the infrastructure 
and drainage. 
 
7. In your opinion, is the debt load of your municipality sustainable?  Yes... We are all very 
fiscally conservative. 
 
8. Do you have any concerns about your city pensions?  I do not know enough about the pensions 
to intelligently comment about specific concerns as my focus has been primarily infrastructure.  But as 
with all pensions... we need decent pensions to get decent employees.  But we do not want to promise 
something that becomes unsustainable a few years later.  I have heard the city administrator talking 
about city employees getting educated about Roth IRAs and other types of tax deferred compounding 
interest investments, but I do not know much more... but we can learn from Houston's current pension 
problems.  
 



 
As for my voting... I have voted republican in every election since I was able to vote.  That may be 
changing as I no longer feel that the Republican party "represents" me and has too many RINO's in 
it!  Reagan said that he did not leave the Democrat party, it left him.  I feel the same way about the 
Republicans.   
 
 
Thank you for your time, 

 

Jimmy Mendez Jr. 
Katy City Councilman 
281-924-1300 
jmbigcity@gmail.com 
	


