
 

 

Eliminating barriers to global access to life-sustaining 
medicines for people living with HIV/AIDS 



 

 
 The Health Global Access Project (Health GAP) is an action-oriented advocacy group created in 1999 

by U.S.-based AIDS and human rights activists, public health experts, fair trade advocates, and 
concerned individuals. We are dedicated to eliminating barriers to global access to affordable life-
sustaining medicines for people living with HIV as key to a comprehensive strategy to confront and 
ultimately stop the AIDS pandemic. We believe that the human right to health and the rights of 
marginalized and excluded people must prevail over corporate interests, unjust patent laws, excessive 
greed, and harmful legal and policy environments. 
 
Today, Health GAP’s work spans four continents bringing together thousands of community-based 
activists and people living with HIV to advocate for increased funding, accountability, and scale up of 
services and rights necessary to turn the tide against AIDS. Health GAP is an experienced leader in the 
global AIDS movement and works with partners to develop and implement effective advocacy 
campaigns that win real changes for poor and marginalized people, and people living with HIV around 
the world. 
 

W H O  W E  A R E  

 
 

W H A T  W E  D O  

Health GAP exposes the barriers that people living with HIV/AIDS throughout the world face to access 
to treatment and fights to overcome them. Our campaigns focus on five program areas: 
 

• Funding the Fight: Health GAP works to ensure that the U.S. PEPFAR initiative and the 
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria are fully funded to provide universal 
access to life saving treatment and high impact prevention, and that they are responsive to 
people with HIV—while aggressively leveraging counterpart funding from implementing 
governments.  

• Advancing the health and human rights of women, LGBTI, and other key populations: 
Health GAP campaigns epidemics of bigotry and indifference that undermine the health 
rights of marginalized groups and advocates to end preventable maternal death—in 
particular from lack of access to safe abortion services, and lack of access to HIV treatment 
for pregnant HIV positive women.  

• Access to Affordable Medicines: Health GAP fights to ensure that intellectual property 
rules, trade agreements and corporate interests do not undermine access to life saving 
affordable medicine of assured quality. 

• Expand and Extend Health Care Capacity:  Health GAP works to greatly expand the health 
care workforce so that treatment for HIV/AIDS and other health conditions can be 
expanded, while opposing IMF policies that restrict countries’ ability to spend resources on 
health. 

• Leadership Development: Health GAP trains hundreds of people in the U.S. to speak truth 
to power and ensure that our country provides the resources needed to end AIDS. We also 
help amplify the voices of people in hardest hit countries, campaigning with them to 
challenge policy makers. Health GAP has strategic partnerships with groups across East 
and Southern Africa and with groups led by people with HIV in hardest hit communities in 
the U.S. 
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 SELECTED 
PRESS  

        PAST CAMPAIGNS  

AIDS DRUGS FOR AFRICA 
In 1999, a series of disruptions of Al Gore’s presidential campaign 
announcement and subsequent speeches, protestors called attention 
to the pivotal role Gore had played in using threats of trade 
sanctions to protect pharmaceutical interests and prevent HIV 
positive South Africans from obtaining lifesaving drugs. 

P A S T  W O R K  

When Health GAP was founded in 1999, the idea of affordable treatment in developing countries was 
dismissed as impossibly Utopian. Since then, Health GAP has been a principal player in the effort to 
make equitable global access to treatment and care for HIV a reality.  

 

’08 STOP AIDS CAMPAIGN 
In the midst of the historic 2008 U.S. Presidential elections, 
Health GAP led and organized a campaign to ensure that 
funding for PEPFAR would increase. As a result of our 
organizing throughout the U.S., Congress reauthorized PEPFAR 
at $48 billion over 5 years – 50% more than President Bush 
requested. 

KENYA NATIONAL AIDS STRATEGY 
Health GAP worked with Kenyan organizations to shape the 
Kenya National AIDS Strategy and the PEPFAR Partnership 
Framework. As a result we won a four-year commitment to 
increase domestic health financing by 10% annually, hire 6,000 
new nurses, 1000 new lab techs, and 75,000 more community 
health workers — and ensure workers are paid a living wage. 

 

HANDS OFF OUR MEDICINE CAMPAIGN 
Health GAP mobilized its partners in Africa to fight against 
harmful free trade agreements, such as the agreement between 
the European Union and India that will block access to 
treatment. 
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 MORE PRESS  
 

       CURRENT CAMPAIGNS 

ROBIN HOOD TAX CAMPAIGN 
Health GAP is playing a leading role in a broad coalition advocating for a 
Financial Transactions Tax (FTT), which would attach a tiny tax (up to 
0.5%) on transactions such as swaps and derivatives. If implemented, the 
tax could raise $350 billion a year for AIDS treatment and prevention, job 
creation, climate change, and more. 

C U R R E N T  W O R K  

Health GAP is currently leading a number of highly visible, multi-year campaigns to expand access to 
AIDS treatment and prevention, while also continuing to support the leadership development and 
training of activists around the world.   

FIGHTING BIGOTRY AND HOMOPHOBIA 
Health GAP combats the hate and exclusion that drive vulnerability to 
HIV infection, working with partners to challenge Uganda’s Anti-
Homosexuality Bill, and demanding increases in investments in 
services MSM, trans people, and sex workers need to protect their 
health. We link Uganda’s off-track response to HIV with the toxic 
policy and legal environment faced by sexual minorities.   

STUDENT GLOBAL AIDS CAMPAIGN 
Seeing the passion among students to get involved in the fight to stop 
AIDS, Health GAP is helping to catalyze the growth of a new 
generation of AIDS activists at 25 chapters on high school and college 
campuses across the United States. 
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SAFE ABORTION AND REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE  
Health GAP works to combat the drivers of maternal death; a 2012 
campaign in Uganda with partners has secured $22 million in national 
funding to hire 10,231 new professional health workers to dramatically 
improve access to life saving reproductive health and HIV services. 
Unsafe abortion causes 26% of maternal deaths in Uganda, and Health 
GAP campaigns with partners for access to safe abortion through fighting 
stigma and improving the national legal and policy framework. 



 


