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Friends, 
 
If you’re reading this campaign kit, you’re taking the first step to create a more just world 
for all by addressing systemic health inequity as we work to end the global HIV 
epidemic. Welcome to a movement of people who want the same thing, and are 
working hard to achieve it with strategic (and fun) political advocacy. We’re seriously 
excited for the 2017-2018 academic year, and have lots of collaborative new actions 
and campaigns to look forward to.  
 
We are a movement of student activists and young people who hold government and 
corporations accountable through informed political advocacy and direct action to 
achieve an AIDS-free generation. We demand sufficient funding resources, prevention 
strategies that are based in science, and guaranteed access to HIV treatment for every 
person, no matter where they live. We work in solidarity with the global movement of 
HIV activists who are fighting to end the AIDS pandemic.  
 
This is a pivotal moment in the fight. Science shows that starting treatment immediately 
upon diagnosis can suppress the HIV virus in the body to undetectable levels, keeping 
you healthy and making it nearly impossible to transmit the virus. Read that again: 
treatment keeps people healthy, AND acts as prevention.  
 
We have all the tools to end the AIDS epidemic, so why is there still so much work to 
do? Elected officials lack the political will. Politicians think they can put global HIV on 
the backburner without consequence. We’re here to tell them: we will not rest until you 
act.  
 
The U.S. is the largest funder of the global AIDS response, and when Congress 
decreases funding, the rest of the world takes note and does the same. Even though 
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donor country funding for the global AIDS response is at its lowest levels since 2010, 
the U.S. has the moral authority and leadership position to reverse this deadly trend. 
 
If we’re going to achieve the next global benchmark of 30 million people on 
treatment by 2020, we’ll need to secure annual funding increases for the two 
biggest HIV response programs in the world: the President’s Emergency Plan For 
AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and 
Malaria.  
 
This is where SGAC comes in. I love my job as the SGAC national organizer. I get to 
meet people like you who are here to use your power and privilege to create a more just 
world. As the national organizer, I’m here all year organizing alongside you and your 
community to share skills, build power, and end AIDS. I was first introduced to SGAC in 
September 2014 when I joined my campus chapter at Saint Michael’s College. New to 
SGAC, I was not an expert by any means, but by showing up, listening, and taking 
action with my chapter, I became a passionate and informed advocate. My one piece of 
advice for the year? Show up, because it’s the people who show up that make the 
difference, and you never know how deeply you and those around you are impacted by 
your presence and commitment.  
 
This campaign kit has been designed to guide your activism this semester. It includes 
tools and tips to support you as you build an SGAC chapter and get involved in political 
advocacy. We’ve included a tentative schedule to help us achieve our goals this year. 
Please make use of our emailing listserv: student-global-aids-
campaign@googlegroups.com to propose ideas and keep the larger group notified of 
your work.  
 
There is a strong crew of current SGACers and alumni to cheer on your success and 
answer the tough questions. The SGAC Student Steering Committee, SGAC Fellows, 
and the National Coordinator (that’s me!) are available any time. Please feel free to 
reach out, and we’ll help however we can. 
 
Viva SGAC! 
 
Emily 
 
Emily Sanderson 
Student Global AIDS Campaign 
Health GAP (Global Access Project) 
413-522-9819 
emily@studentglobalaidscampaign.org  
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SGAC’s Student Steering Committee, Fall 2017 
 
SGAC has a steering committee comprised of one or more student representatives from 
each chapter. Together, these dedicated SGACers help guide national priorities and 
campaign planning for the organization. In recent years, the steering committee has 
included representatives from Columbia University, Dartmouth College, Harvard 
University, Iowa State University, Saint Michael’s College, University of Virginia, Yale 
University, and the Positive Youth Network. Check out the SGAC website to learn more 
about the 2017-2018 steering committee. www.studentglobalaidscampaign.org/staff 
 
 
Columbia University (NYC) 
Susmi Sayana ss4967@columbia.edu  
 
Harvard (Massachusetts) 
Katie Blanton kblanton@college.harvard.edu  
Lucas Conti lucasconti@college.harvard.edu  
 
Iowa State University (Iowa) 
Allie Wilson alliejeannewilson@gmail.com  
Adam Willman willman@iastate.edu  
 
Saint Michael's College (Vermont) 
Nicole Skaluba: nskaluba@mail.smcvt.edu  
 
University of Southern Maine (Maine) 
Katie Letellier kathryn.letellier@maine.edu  
 
University of Virginia (Virginia)  
Domenic Crump dkc7wp@virginia.edu  
Erik Patton ep7ee@virginia.edu  
 
Community leader (Los Angeles, CA) 
Nestor Rogel rogelnestor@yahoo.com  
 
SGAC Fellow, 2017-2018 
 
Michelle O’Donnell, SGAC Alum, Burlington, VT 
michelle@studentglobalaidscampaign.org  
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Where are we now in reaching the end of AIDS?  
 
37 million people are living with HIV worldwide, and half of them don’t have the treatment 
they need to live. Two million people are still infected every year, and over 70% of new 
HIV infections are among girls and young women. 35 million people have died of AIDS 
since the epidemic began, and over 1 million people died from AIDS last year.  
 
We now have the tools to end the AIDS epidemic by 2030. New scientific evidence shows that 
starting HIV treatment immediately upon diagnosis enables people to live longer, healthier lives 
and is among the most effective ways to prevent HIV transmission. UNAIDS has established 
widely agreed upon targets for 2020, which must be achieved in order to successfully curb the 
epidemic by 2030. They include ensuring that 90% of all people living with HIV know their HIV 
status, 90% of all people with diagnosed HIV receive antiretroviral treatment and 90% of all 
people receiving antiretroviral therapy are virally suppressed. These goals are achievable with a 
short-term increased investment by donor countries. 
 
We have an urgent opportunity to take historic action to end AIDS with a more aggressive global 
HIV response and a deeper U.S. commitment to end the pandemic. Failure to act swiftly at the 
required scale will result in more HIV infections, more HIV-related morbidity and mortality, 
continued human rights violations and health inequities, and increased costs. We must scale up 
the available treatment and prevention tools to end the epidemic, or risk prolonging the 
epidemic 40, 50, 60 or more years. 
 
Instead, donor government disbursements for HIV fell for the second year in a row, dropping 
from U.S.$7.5 billion in 2015 to U.S.$7.0 billion in 2016 (a $511 million or 7% decline), in current 
USD, bringing disbursements to their lowest level since 2010. The U.S. budget alone for global 
AIDS has declined hundreds of millions of dollars since 2011. The targets to end AIDS will only 
be met if all people living with HIV have access to treatment immediately upon diagnosis - as is 
now recommended by the WHO. To achieve this, the U.S. must increase its funding to global 
AIDS programs by $2 billion per year by 2020, as part of a global increase of $7 billion per year. 
If the White House and Congress take action, the world will be on track to achieve an AIDS-free 
generation. If they do not take action, we risk backtracking on the successes in the AIDS 
response.  
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Our Campaigns  
 
Pharma Greed Kills  
Multinational pharmaceutical companies are profit centered, not patient centered. SGAC 
envisions a world where drugs are publicly owned, and the health of the world’s most 
marginalized people is not exploited for profit.  

 
Big pharma greed is a major obstacle to creating an AIDS-free 
generation. These corporations give millions of dollars to elected 
officials, who then use their legislative power to hike the prices of 
medications, pass international trade deals furthering their rights to 
monopolies on prescription drug formulations, and limit rights of 
developing countries to generic production of medicines to treat their 
people. We expose big pharma’s greed and demand patient-centered 
practices. 
 
Antiretrovirals (HIV medicine) went from $10,000 per year to under $1 

per day because activists challenged big pharma both at the table and in the streets. SGAC will 
be fighting on a new front this year: Tuberculosis. TB is the most common co-infection with HIV 
and the most deadly infectious disease globally and for people living with HIV. For the first time 
in 40 years, there are new TB drugs. In 2016, only 5% of people with TB had access to those 
drugs. We will push the U.S. government to increase access to top-line medicines. 
 
 
Fund the Fight: Funding to End Global AIDS  
As young people in the richest country on earth, we have the power and responsibility to 
demand sufficient resources to end AIDS. The world has the science we need to end the AIDS 
epidemic by 2030, but providing the treatment, prevention and care 
services to end AIDS will cost money. If the world does not spend this 
money, infection rates will rise, and the costs of the AIDS response will 
multiply to impossibly high levels in the future.  
 
To effectively curb the pandemic, annual global spending on the AIDS 
response must increase by $7 billion by 2020. The US has been a 
leader on funding the end of global AIDS, but has cut or flat-funded the 
most important programs in the AIDS response--the President’s 
Emergency Plan For AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) and The Global Fund to 
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria. The U.S. needs to increase spending to these programs 
by $2 billion per year by 2020. The White House and Congress together have the ability to 
increase funding for the AIDS response - but they won’t unless they’re pressured by activists.  
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Key populations in Sub-Saharan Africa: LGBTQ+, Sex workers, and 
People who use drugs 
As more and more people living with HIV gain access to treatment, we need to ensure the most 
vulnerable and marginalized populations are not left behind. These are populations that are not 

protected or are specifically targeted by their governments in sub-
Saharan Africa, such as people who are LGBTQ+, sex workers, and 
people who use drugs. Right now, people in these groups have a 
much greater chance of contracting HIV than the general population.  
 
We need to make a concerted effort not only to lower that infection 
rate but also to treat those who are already living with HIV. This is 
only possible if the U.S. also fights to protect the basic rights of these 
oppressed populations. As we have seen over and over, it’s an 
unnecessary uphill battle to access and adhere to medication if your 

life is unstable and threatened. In addition to protecting their basic rights, the U.S. needs to play 
a role in ensuring that all people have equal access to prevention tools, testing, and treatment, 
which means spending more time and money on these key populations that are harder to reach. 
 
 

Sexual and Reproductive Health and Justice 
Women and girls are disproportionately affected by HIV, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa, 
largely because of a lack of sexual and reproductive health care and autonomy. When women 
aren’t allowed to make decisions about their sexual partners or condom use, they are much 
more likely to become infected with HIV. In addition, lack of access 
to health care like abortion services perpetuates cycles of poverty 
and also power imbalances with partners.  
 
While social norms play a role in this, there are also policies in place 
that ensure the high infection rates and poor autonomy of women. 
One of these dangerous policies was recently reinstated. Known as 
the Global Gag Rule (or Mexico City Policy), the U.S. states that 
funding from U.S. aid programs cannot be allocated to any 
organization that also provides abortion-related services, mentions 
abortion as a health care option, or works to change policies to increase access to abortion 
services. Limiting our funding like this only perpetuates these gender imbalances and strips 
women’s right to choose if and when to have children.  
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How We Do It: Our Tactics  
 
If you’re interested in learning these tactics (and many more) from SGAC 
alumni and allies, register now to attend SGAC’s Fall Uprising Skill-Share 
Weekend in DC from September 30th through October 2nd. We’ll learn 
these tactics and go in groups to meet with our Members of Congress. 
 
Bird-dogging 
A tactic called “bird-dogging” – to doggedly pursue answers, derived from the use of 
dogs to flush out game during hunting – has proven useful to get politicians talking 
about HIV/AIDS funding and policy both on and off the campaign trail. When elected 
officials hold speaking events or town hall meetings, SGAC members attend and 
strategically place themselves around the room, and try to get the politician to commit to 
our asks on the record. If they politic their way around the question, other SGAC 
members are there to ask a follow-up question. During the last election, SGACers bird-
dogged presidential candidates, and pushed Hillary Clinton and Bernie Sanders to 
ultimately publish platforms on HIV/AIDS. You may have seen people using this same 
tactic and turning out in large numbers to protect their health care at townhalls in the 
last few months, because it works. Bird-dogging is a tactic that AIDS activists have been 
using effectively for three decades and has been instrumental to our wins.   
 
Demonstrations  
Public demonstrations, including protests, rallies, vigils, street theatre, and non-violent 
direct action, have been a critical aspect of nearly every important activism campaign in 
this country. Demonstrations show our power and visually demand changes from the 
elected officials who are standing in the way of justice. Imagine a giant paper-mâché pill 
marched down the street or dozens of people who lie on the ground to represent people 
still dying of AIDS. Demonstrations are designed to get the attention of media, increase 
public awareness and support, and exert pressure on the person or entity we are 
targeting. 
 
Media  
Effective media turns a small demonstration into a loud and clear message to our 
congressional leaders and communities. A crucial part of demonstrations especially is 
having media present to amplify our message. But don’t think you have to hold a 
demonstration to get press. Any day of the week, you can create media by getting 
letters and op-eds published in your community’s local newspaper, a national 
newspaper, blog, online publication, and even your school newspaper to bring attention 
to global AIDS.  
 
Meetings with Congressional Offices  
Our Senators and U.S. Representatives have the ultimate power to change the policies 
and funding levels to end AIDS. The most direct way to achieve campaign success is to 
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meet directly with congressional representatives and their staff to explain our proposals 
and solutions. Our Members of Congress literally work for us. We elect them to 
represent what we think is important, and we pay their salaries and health benefits! 
Ultimately, it is our elected representatives who sponsor bills and cast their votes for the 
changes we want to see. Meeting regularly with elected officials builds relationships and 
trust with their offices, and gives us more power to demand changes from them. In 
some cases, SGACers who have good relationships with their congressional offices 
receive calls from local staff about HIV-related policy decisions because they know 
we’re the experts.  
 
Not sure how to set up a meeting with your Member of Congress? Here’s a sample 
letter to request a meeting with your legislator.  
 

Dear Mr./Mrs._______,  
 

I am writing on behalf of a group of community leaders who would like to meet 
with Rep./Sen._______’s office in the next two weeks. We would like to discuss 
the Rep./Sen.’s role in funding for ending global AIDS.  

 
In attendance at the meeting will be 4-5 community leaders. We are all members 
of SGAC, a local group of global AIDS advocates. We are available anytime staff 
has free in the next two weeks.  

 
Thank you, 

 
(your name) 
(your group) 

 

After your visit, be sure to fill this out! This tool is meant to record and track all the 
advocacy we do together so we know who we visited and what we asked of them.  
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Activism Successes: Last Year’s Highlights 
 
We worked in coalition to stop the TPP 
Last year, we continued our focus on fighting the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) - a 
trade deal that would have endangered access to affordable medicines by exporting our 
prohibitive drug monopoly provisions to other member countries. The access to 
medicine issues were one of the strongest arguments against the TPP, and largely 
responsible for the delay of U.S. approval. The current President was able to capitalize 
on this wide dissent in the election, but activism effectively killed the TPP before the 
election. 
 
First 100 Days Campaign to End AIDS 
For the First 100 Days of the new Trump administration, we were bombarded by issue 
after issue to act on. SGAC stayed committed to keeping global health justice on the 
front burner as a loud and consistent voice. We had op-eds and letters to the editor 
published in nine states, organized call-in campaigns involving hundreds of people, and 
helped secure commitments from a record number of U.S. Representatives for an 
increase in the PEPFAR budget.    
 
We mobilized our first Global AIDS Action Week 
SGACers spoke truth to power to their representatives about the importance of 
sustaining and increasing funding for PEPFAR and the Global Fund. Students had two 
dozen meetings with Congressional offices in 13 states and Washington D.C. and also 
did bird-dogging directly with representatives. We helped prevent cuts to the 2018 U.S. 
budget that would have had devastating consequences for people living with HIV 
around the world.  
 
We came together to grow and strengthen our movement 
Students planned, executed and facilitated this year’s February SGAC National 
Conference ‘Learning Through Action,’ and a significant portion of the weekend was 
spent action planning so we would be ready to hit the ground running after returning 
home. Over 50 students and young people converged at Harvard University to build our 
strategic activism skills, set goals and make concrete plans for how we can achieve an 
AIDS-free generation.  
 
SGAC steering committee and core SGAC alumni also joined Health GAP in New York 
for a strategic planning retreat in November, where we worked together to develop a 
plan to grow our movement in key districts throughout the country. 
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If you don’t have a chapter yet, build one on your 
campus!  
 
1. Plug in Nationally 

In order for us to support you, we need to be able to get in touch with you. Make 
sure that you register your chapter at www.studentglobalaidscampaign.org and 
contact Emily, the national organizer, at Emily@studentglobalaidscampaign.org. 
Emily can help answer questions and give advice for starting your chapter. 

 
2. Find a faculty advisor and register your chapter with the school 

A faculty advisor who is passionate about global health, HIV, social justice, 
politics, grassroots organizing, LGBTQ+ issues, or any other intersecting issue, 
could be a good fit. A committed faculty advisor will help advertise your club, 
bring students to you, and provide guidance while you build your chapter. 
Registering your chapter, while not necessary to be an activist, will help you 
access important resources that will make your activism easier, like room rentals, 
space at your student activities fair to table, car-sharing through the school, and 
funding to attend national events like the 3-day skill-share event and Hill day in 
Washington D.C. Sept. 30-Oct 2.  
 

3. Have a first meeting with friends and food  
The top way that SGACers say they came to an SGAC meeting, then stayed and 
became a leader is because a friend brought them to their first meeting. Keep it 
casual, bring friends, bring food, and start a conversation about global AIDS. 
During this meeting, it might be good to figure out as a group who your Members 
of Congress are, so that you know who you will be targeting for future actions. 
Get to know them through their website, what issues they work on, and what’s 
important to them.  
 

4. Grow your group 
With your co-conspirators, get together and plan your first campus-wide event. 
The intention is to gather interest in SGAC on your campus and show other 
people why student activism to end AIDS is effective and important. You can 
show a movie (ask us about what would be good to show!), or have someone 
from SGAC come and host a workshop. Anything that raises awareness and also 
discusses student activism as the solution is useful. Make sure to collect names, 
emails, and phone numbers from people that attend your event. This is crucial so 
you can tell them when your next meeting is.   

 
5. Have a second meeting  

By now you’ll have had your first educational event, which should have brought 
several new members into your chapter. Now you are ready to have a campus-
wide meeting. The purpose of this meeting is to bring in everyone who wants to 
participate in the chapter to set up the structure of the group and to start planning 
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its first advocacy campaign. Again, make sure to get emails/phone numbers so 
you can tell all the people that came when to come back again.  

 
6. Plan your first real action!  

As a group, plan out your first action! It can be a letter to the editor of your local 
newspaper, planning a visit to the in-district office of your Member of Congress, 
writing a petition and tabling so other students sign it to send a message to your 
Member of Congress, or something else. This is where you get to be creative, so 
have fun with it. Emily and the steering committee are here to support you 
through your first few actions.  

 

 
 

ACTION CALENDAR!  
 
September: Getting the gang back together 
 
Recruiting new members, or starting your own chapter, is critical in September to set up 
for a strong year. There are a lot of groups out there for students to choose from, let’s 
make sure they see SGAC!  

• Have your first meeting. 
• Table at your Student Activities Fair. 
• Host an educational event on campus about global AIDS/global health justice 

and why AIDS advocacy is so important.  
• Have a second meeting, and make sure to get everyone’s email addresses and 

phone numbers so you can work closely as a team and split the tasks. 
• Set up your first meeting of the year with your member of congress!   
• Plan to come to Fall Uprising: a 3 day skill-share and day of Hill visits in 

Washington DC with your chapter to meet other SGACers from across the 
country.  

 
October: Make your mark with your Members of Congress 
 
Our Congress critters are on recess in October--which means they are very likely in 
their home districts and you can build great relationships with their office. Invite them to 
speak at your school, get to know their staffers, ask them to write an op-ed about why 
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funding for global AIDS is important, ask them to tweet about global AIDS (and provide 
a few sample tweets!), go to their campaign events if they’re up for re-election. The 
ways you can interact with their office are endless.  
 

• What will they do to make sure that PEPFAR is fully funded?  
• Will they commit to protecting global access to medicines by putting the health of 

people over pharmaceutical company profits? 
• Have they put their commitments to the above in writing? If not, when will they? 
• Organize for the Global Day of the Girl (October 11), as part of a day of actions 

across the country!  
 

November: Plan for World AIDS Day  
 
World AIDS Day is December 1st, and we always organize a big week of action on each 
campus focused on taking action to end AIDS. Some chapters organize “A Day without 
Art” or a die-in on a busy place on campus. Be creative. What would be powerful and 
make change in your community for people living with HIV?  

• SGAC is co-sponsoring Universities Allied for Essential Medicines (UAEM) 
Access to Medicines Week from Nov. 6-12. Watch the SGAC website to find out 
what that includes. 

• Be thankful in local newspapers. Using Thanksgiving as a hook, thank your 
elected officials in your city’s newspapers with a letter to the editor or op-ed! Or 
find another way to use the holiday as a hook to send a message to your 
Members of Congress. 

December: World AIDS Week!  
 
Before you go home for winter break, World AIDS Day is on December 1st. All of our 
chapters do a week of events around World AIDS Day to raise the profile of SGAC and 
the epidemic, and mobilize people to take action. This is a good time to hold a petition 
to grow your group, host a movie, have a local clinic host free HIV testing on your 
campus, or organize a panel of speakers to talk about ending global AIDS. Make sure to 
plan in advance for this week, and at each turn, have a way for newcomers to be 
advocates right away! 
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Resources 
The SGAC website is an extremely useful resource for your advocacy. If you go to the 
website and look under “Take Action” and then “Action Tools” you will see, “Activism 
101: SGAC’s guide to Effective Political Action” which will give you the tools and skills 
you need to make the semester a success. We are working on a more comprehensive 
educational tool for students to learn the historical context of SGAC, Health GAP, and 
AIDS activism more broadly, and up to date information on our campaigns-- keep an 
eye out for that. 
 
For questions, Emily, the Student Steering Committee, and SGAC Fellows are all 
available to help!  
 
The Health GAP website is also a wealth of information, and can be checked regularly 
for policy updates . 
 
 
SGAC after graduation  
SGAC fosters an incredible network of alumni activists that are still actively engaged in 
striving for health and social justice equity. Through the alumni network and as fellows 
for SGAC (to see who this year’s fellows are, check out the SGAC website under 
“staff”), recent graduates continue to shape the SGAC community. By lending their 
expertise with campaign planning, bird-dogging, and op-ed writing to existing SGAC 
chapters, alumni help strengthen the work that students are doing. Alumni also continue 
to be engaged social justice advocates in their own post-graduate pursuits as medical, 
law, and social work students, public policy authorities, and global health campaign 
managers. 
 
Alumni resources:  
 
Connect with other alumni to share resources, news, advice, job listings, etc., and keep 
up to date with current SGAC campaigns on our Facebook page or listserv. 
 
To join the alumni listserv, please contact SGAC Fellow Michelle O’Donnell: 
michelle@studentglobalaidscampaign.org  
 
To join the Facebook group, search “Student Global AIDS Campaign Alumni Network” 
and click to join.  
 
Health GAP and SGAC 
Health Global Access Project (Health GAP), a leading global AIDS treatment activist 
organization, is the fiscal sponsor for Student Global AIDS Campaign and an important source 
of information and guidance for SGAC. Health GAP helps SGAC stay connected to activists in 
the global south, and informs our campaigns. 
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