
Hearst Elementary School PTA 
Minutes for the Sept. 9, 2015, PTA meeting (Hearst Cafeteria) 
 
Convened at 6:04 pm after social time. 
Link to slides available here: 
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/hearstelementary/pages/155/attachments/original/1441
847871/PTA_Meeeting_Slides_-_Sept_2015.pdf?1441847871 
 
1) PTA Board introductions 
 
2) Announcements (Liz Stuart) 
-- Please fill out your info form for the Hearst directory: http://bit.ly/HearstPTAInfoForm2  
-- Brian Doyle discussed the Ward 3-Wilson Feeder Education Network: 
https://www.facebook.com/W3EdNet 
-- Reminder that there is a new Google calendar this year on the Hearst site with lots of PTA 
and school events: http://www.hearstes.org/calendar2 
 
3) Overview of PTA activities and the year ahead (Liz Stuart) 
-- Primary PTA goals: Support the teachers and school, Community building, After-school 
enrichment programming. 
-- Highlights of the coming year: Monthly PTA meetings and PTA on the playground, 
November e-cycle, spring auction, spring fair and 5K and other activities throughout the year. 
 
4) Treasurer’s Report and overview of the PTA budget (John Bernards) 
-- Detailed information on the PTA budget and most-recent actuals are available via links from 
the PTA documents page: http://www.hearstes.org/pta_documents_links 
-- Answers to questions asked during the meeting: The PTA provides a classroom fund for 
each teacher and asks teachers to approach the PTA before asking parents for additional 
money for supplies during the year. 
Any PTA funds left over at the end of a school year rolls over to the next year. 
The OWL Fund is the easiest way for the PTA to raise money (direct cash contributions from 
members of the Hearst community). We hope to have 100-percent participation this year and 
will run a contest where the top-participating grade will earn an ice cream party. 
 
5) Auction (Denise Dawkins) 
Denise Dawkins is seeking a co-chair to organize the auction with her. The auction committee 
also will need volunteers. Please contact Denise at dawkinsclass@gmail.com. 
 
6) Principal’s update (Jen Thomas) 
Construction update: As of now, Hearst will have access to the back space and new building 
on Oct. 1. We will slowly transition into the space and begin bringing kids in there after 
Columbus Day. We likely will need volunteers to help move the 1200 library books from the 
trailer to the new building in one week. We are drafting a memorandum of understanding with 
the DC Department of Parks and Recreation about use of the new building (especially the 
gym). The current draft is that the gym will be Hearst's until 6 pm and then DC Rec's from 6-9 
each evening. DC Rec may use it during that time for adult basketball and other community 
events such as ANC or neighborhood meetings, forums, etc. The school and DC Rec also will 
work together to share the space as needed. The memo is still in draft form and once 
completed will go to the DC lawyers for final approval. The PTA this year has new positions for 
liaisons to Innis and DC Rec to improve coordination and communication. 
 
7) Upcoming events (Jacqui Settles, Keri Sikich, Vanessa Scott-Wilkinson, John 
Bernards) 
-- Screen on the Green is Sept. 18 from 6-9 pm on the Hearst field. Jacqui Settles is looking for 
volunteers and will send out a SignUpGenius Friday to the listserv for things such as selling 
glow sticks and popcorn and helping set up and clean up the field. 



-- Fall enrichment classes begin Sept. 21. 120 kids signed up for just the PTA-sponsored 
classes (additional numbers for fee-based and teacher-led classes). Please pack an after-
school snack for your child for any day he/she is attending an enrichment class. And please 
label that snack that it is for after school or your child may eat it at lunch. 
-- Hearst night at Nando's Peri Peri in Tenley is Sept. 29 from 4:30-8:30 pm. Customers will 
need to show a flier this year (in print or on smart phone) for 40 percent of the sale to go to 
Hearst. Gift cards do not count toward the 40 percent this year. 
-- The Hearst e-cycle is Nov. 7. Please start collecting your electronics around the house. 
Hearst receives money based on the total weight of recycled items. More details to come, but 
we'll have a bazaar, a cleat swap, a bike swap, a used-book sale and other events. 
 
8) How to get involved? (Liz Stuart) 
Contact any member of the PTA board, attend PTA meetings or PTA on the playground or 
watch the listserv for volunteer opportunities. Here's the link to the volunteer spreadsheet: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ZlNP5-
QjvN2EbhCdfc6KH1uJ3jV3zu3ILw3lJPl3SkM/edit#gid=0 
 
9) Committee break-out meetings 
Committees: 
-Outreach and welcoming (Liz Stuart) 
-Events (Jacqui Settles) 
-Communications (Peter King and Beth Prince) 
-Enrichment and aftercare (Keri Sikich) 
-Fundraising and finances (John Bernards and Vanessa Scott-Wilkinson) 
-Auction (Denise Dawkins) 


