
Hearst Elementary School PTA Executive Board 
Minutes from the Nov. 4, 2015, board meeting (Hearst Conference Room) 
 
Convened at 4:30pm 
Present: Elizabeth Stuart, Jacqui Allen-Settles, John Bernards, Hunter Coleman, Craig 
Cunningham, Peter King, Beth Prince, Vanessa Scott-Wilkinson, Keri Sikich, Jen Thomas 
 
Upcoming events: 
- E-cycle this Saturday: Finalizing logistics. 
- Holiday lunch: Date is Dec. 18 - final Friday before winter break. 
- Pie exchange: Investigating for December. 
- DC EdFest: Dec. 12 at the Armory. Will seek parent volunteers again. Lines can be long to 
enter. 
 
Fundraising: 
- Owl Fund update: Pre-K won the initial contest with 86 percent participation. Overall 
participation rate is 51 percent, which we would like to have higher. Extended the contest for 
grades K-5 to see if another grade can win a party. 
- Auction: At Monday's Auction Committee meeting, Adrienne Allen (pre-K parent) volunteered to 
be co-chairwoman along with Denise Dawkins. Auction is April 9. 
- Dinner out: Next event will be Potomac Pizza in December. They will donate 20 percent of their 
proceeds to Hearst. The next Nando's event will be in the spring. 
- Ward 3 Education Network event for PTA fundraisers at Nando’s Thursday night (Nov. 5), 7pm. 
 
PTA meeting Nov. 18: 
- PK to remind listserv that next PTA meeting is Nov. 18, not next week (no school Nov. 11). 
- Childcare, food: Set for Nov. 18. 
- Jen possible presentation on in-school enrichment programs, SEM, etc. 
- LSAT overview. 
- 1st grade presentation. 
- Jen is looking into possible workshops (such as on PARCC) that would start at 5:30 before PTA 
meetings. 
 
Other discussion items: 
- Parental concerns over disparate treatment for different kids. 
- Some parents are concerned about possible health effects from the turf field. Research 
inconclusive as of now. 
- Discussion on building-entry policies. Parents should bring concerns to Jen Thomas. 
- PTA to send a donation in memory of Kevin Toland. [Post-meeting update: Flowers sent for his 
service.] 
 
New building update/enrichment planning: 
New sink is installed. Hopefully we'll receive necessary permit soon. Work is basically done. 
Assumption is that we will move in over winter break. Winter enrichment session begins Jan. 
11. Conversations ongoing about use of the new space and exact programming in it. 
 
Aftercare survey: 
- Brigid Nawrocki and Heather Rothman are working on it. 
- Survey will be on paper to increase response rate. Will go home from teachers in backpacks 
once finalized. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:54pm 


