
Hearst Elementary School PTA Executive Board 
Minutes from the Dec. 2, 2015, board meeting (Hearst Conference Room) 
 
Convened at 4:39pm 
Present: Elizabeth Stuart, Jacqui Allen-Settles, John Bernards, Hunter Coleman, Craig 
Cunningham, Peter King, Beth Prince, Vanessa Scott-Wilkinson, Keri Sikich, Jen Thomas 
 
1) Fundraising (John Bernards and Craig Cunningham) 
- Owl Fund update: We're ahead of last year's pace. We've spent roughly $350 on credit card 
fees but overall it seems like having a credit card option has increased contributions, especially 
because of the recurring payment option. 
- Auction: The committee met this week. 
- Dinner out: Dec. 17 (Thursday) at Potomac Pizza, Friendship Heights, 4-9pm. 
 
2) Prep for next PTA meeting Dec. 9 (Liz Stuart) 
- Liz out of town, Jacqui will run the meeting. 
- Childcare, food: Being organized. 
- Grade presentation: 2nd grade. 
- Presentation on PARCC: Don't have many additional details yet. 
- What else on agenda: Discussion of auction, open forum, principal's report. 
 
3) Upcoming events (Jacqui Settles) 
- Holiday lunch: Dec. 18 (Friday). We plan to use the atrium this year. We're working on the 
SignUpGenius. Plan is to send it out by Friday. Will coordinate with room parents on food 
donations and classroom volunteers. 
- DC EdFest: Dec. 12 (Saturday) from 11-3. Looking for volunteers. 
- Casey Trees is doing a tree planting also on Dec. 12. 
 
4) New building/enrichment planning (Jen Thomas) 
- Update on timing: We have the building permit but don't have occupancy yet. We're still 
planning to use the building as of Jan. 4. We plan to have everyone move their stuff in by the end 
of school on Dec. 18 so teachers won't need to work over the winter break. We're packing up the 
library on Dec. 11 and will let each class tour the new space on Dec. 18. Before we do a grand-
opening event, we'll need to create our list of needed fixes and begin tackling those. Target date 
for an event is the spring. 
- Possible PTA purchase for the new building: Tentatively the gym divider. PTA also may pay to 
fix classroom smart boards. Jen will research this further and we may discuss at the PTA 
meeting. 
- Parking lot safety: We will install an arm at the entrance to the parking lot to restrict access and 
will build a fence between the playground and parking lot. 
- Discussion of when decisions will be made on which groups will be able to use the new gym on 
the weekends. 
 
5) Enrichment (Keri Sikich) 
- Winter session begins Jan. 11 and runs into March. Registration information should go out this 
weekend. All paid vendor classes are returning, and we will have new offerings. 
- School play: Mr. Moe to decide when the play will be by Friday, Dec. 4. 
- Aftercare survey: Due back Monday, Dec. 7. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:53pm 


