
Hearst Elementary School PTA 
Minutes for the Nov. 18, 2015, PTA meeting (Hearst Cafeteria) 
 
Convened at 6:00pm. 
Link to slides available here: http://ow.ly/VvZK9 
 
1) Announcements (Liz Stuart) 
Angie Edinger debuted the new lost and found this week. Please look for your kids' things. 
Anything not picked up by Friday, Dec. 18, will be donated to charity. 
 
The next open house is Friday, Nov. 20. See Kay Parry (kaylparry@yahoo.com) to volunteer for 
this or any future open house. 
 
DC EdFest is Saturday, Dec. 12. Looking for volunteers. Email Liz Stuart 
(elizabeth.stuart@gmail.com) if you can help at the DC Armory at any time between 11am-3pm. 
 
Alayna Waldrum has organized an online hoodie sale. This sale ends Nov. 30, but we're soliciting 
ideas for the next booster sale. Send Alayna (arwaldrum@yahoo.com) your ideas for the next 
item to sell. 
 
We're looking for someone to coordinate the school-supply boxes for purchase before the start of 
school. If no one volunteers, we won't have it for the '16-'17 year. Email Liz Stuart if you are 
interested. [Post-meeting update: We may have a volunteer, but please still reach out if you are 
willing to help.] 
 
The next PTA meeting will be Wednesday, Dec. 9. 
 
The chorus performance will be Tuesday, Dec. 15, at Sidwell. 
 
2) First grade presentation 
 
3) Principal’s update (Jen Thomas) 
Updated school goals: 
-- Increase percentage of students proficient in TRC 
-- Reduce percentage of male students below proficient in TRC 
-- Reduce percentage growth in proficiency achievement gap in TRC 
-- Increase percentage of students making one year or more of growth in iReady Math 
-- Increase percentage of students reached by three or more family engagement practices/events 
(home visit, APTT, etc.) 
 
Discussion of Response to Intervention (RTI) and school-wide enrichment (within the school day) 
programs 
 
Other questions: 
-- When will the three staff vacancies be filled? One new person has started, the math specialist 
is almost hired and the PS/PK autism partner teacher will start Dec. 7. 
-- When will the new building open? We don't have the certificate of occupancy yet. DGS is 
proposing an early December move-in, but that presents logistical challenges for us. We hope to 
move-in over the winter break. DGS is purchasing the equipment to clean the new gym floor 
(DGS says it cannot be mopped and requires special equipment). Jacqui asks if perhaps the PTA 
could pay to rent necessary floor-cleaning equipment if DGS does not provide the permanent 
equipment by the winter break. Jen Thomas says that is something they should explore if there 
are delays. Hearst has an 82-item punch list for fixes in buildings A and B. We haven't created a 
punch list for building C yet. 
-- Increase in cursing? We haven't heard that, but tell your student to please speak to an adult if 
he/she hears language that makes him/her uncomfortable. 



 
4) Local School Advisory Team (LSAT) information (Liz Stuart) 
Elected advisory board that meets monthly. Combination of parents and teachers. Main function 
is to provide budget recommendations. The principal and DCPS can disregard the 
recommendation, but the group tries to work together to achieve consensus. See slide 
presentation (link at the top of these minutes) for a list of teacher, staff and parent representatives 
for the current school year. 
 
5) Enrichment and aftercare (Liz Stuart) 
Winter-session registration opening in December, classes start Jan. 11. Email Keri Sikich 
(kwsikich@gmail.com) to volunteer. 
Enrichment and aftercare survey coming home in backpacks soon, surveys due back Dec. 7. 
Extra copies of the survey available in the main office. 
 
6) Treasurer's update (John Bernards) 
Craig Cunningham has posted the latest budget actuals as of Oct. 
31. http://www.hearstes.org/pta_documents_links 
 
7) Owl Fund update (Kay Parry) 
PreK cupcake party was today. Latest numbers on second-chance contest...school-wide 
participation is up to 57 percent. K went from 59 to 66, 1st from 66 to 68. All classes are now at 
least in the 40-percent range. Overall donation amounts are similar to last year. 
 
8) Auction update (Denise Dawkins) 
Adrienne Allen is now co-chairwoman with Denise Dawkins. Next meeting of the auction 
committee is Monday, Nov. 30, at 7pm at Tenley Whole Foods. 
 
9) E-cycle (John Bernards) 
We recycled 5.5 tons last year, but we may have had only 2-3 tons this year because of the rain. 
DC Diaper Bank said "thank you" for our donations. Volunteers came out in force and did a 
fantastic job. 
 
10) Annual holiday lunch (Jacqui Settles) 
Holiday lunch will be Friday, Dec. 18. 
We need volunteers to cook or buy food. We also need volunteers to fill-in for the teachers so 
they can have a lunch out of the classroom. SignUpGenius to go out, along with other 
information, via the listserv in early December. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:30pm 


