
Hearst Elementary School PTA Executive Board 
Minutes from the Jan. 6, 2016, board meeting (Conference Call) 
 
Convened at 8:00pm 
Present by phone: Elizabeth Stuart, Jacqui Allen-Settles, John Bernards, Peter King, Beth 
Prince, Vanessa Scott-Wilkinson, Keri Sikich 
 
1) Approval of John Bernards as master administrator of QuickBooks (Liz Stuart) 
Approved by voice vote. 
 
2) Prep for next PTA meeting Jan. 13 (Liz Stuart) 
- PK to send out agenda Thursday or Friday. 
- Childcare, food: Being organized. 
- Agenda will include 5th grade presentation, treasuer’s report, gym divider budget vote, auction update, 
enrichment update, update on upcoming events, preview of board elections for next school term, 
tutoring/after-school homework club, principal’s report [including PARCC update]. 
- Decision to add discussion of likely PTA board openings next year to PTA meeting agenda. 
 
3) Enrichment survey update and discussion of process moving forward (Liz Stuart, Keri Sikich) 
The surveys are in and being analyzed. Roughly one-third of families sent in their surveys. Roughly four-
fifths of respondents are generally satisfied. Once the analysis is complete, we hope to present the 
results at the February PTA meeting. As part of this process, we plan to have a broader conversation 
about enrichment and aftercare and how to get people more involved. 
 
4) Process for large funding requests from teachers/staff and specific request from Ms. Boyle (Liz Stuart, 
John Bernards) 
Discussion of what the process should be to accept requests and the mechanism to approve or reject 
those requests. 
 
5) Tutoring/after-school homework club (Liz Stuart, Jacqui Settles) 
Mid-year assessments are ongoing. School is exploring using PTA funds for a possible tutoring or after-
school homework club to begin in February. Topic to be discussed at Jan. 13 PTA meeting. 
 
6) School supply box update (Liz Stuart) 
A parent is looking into options for the next school year (suggested vendor: schoolkidz.com). Roughly 
one-third of families used the supply-box option for this school year (the first year we had this option). 
 
7) Winter enrichment session starts Jan. 11 (Keri Sikich) 
We had 29 children that did not get into a single enrichment class for the winter session. There was great 
demand for this session, which outpaced the number of volunteers. Topic to be discussed at Jan. 13 PTA 
meeting. 
 
8) Auction (Liz Stuart) 
Next auction committee meeting is Jan. 7. Lots of work to be done and volunteers needed. 
 
9) Moving PTA stuff into new storage spaces (Liz Stuart) 
The PTA has two filing cabinets and a closet (with lockers) near the new gym. Beginning in February, the 
PTA will have access to an additional room that will be shared. The PTA board will begin moving existing 
PTA storage items into the new storage spaces this Friday morning (8:45-9:45). 
 
10) Other items (all) 
- No update on access to the gym (memorandum of understanding with DC Rec still being worked out). 
The proposed gym divider will allow the gym to be divided so two groups may use it simultaneously. 
- Discussion of coordination during inclement weather morning lineups. 
- The next APTT nights are in February rather than January. The correct information is now on the Hearst 
calendar. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:23pm 


