
Hearst Elementary School PTA 
Minutes for the Dec. 9, 2015, PTA meeting (Hearst Cafeteria) 
 
Convened at 6:00pm. 
Link to slides available here:  
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/hearstelementary/pages/17/attachments/original/1450045
524/PTA_Meeeting_Slides_-_Dec_2015.pdf?1450045524 
 
1) Announcements (Jacqui Allen-Settles) 
Winter enrichment registration opened today (more details below). 
 
The next open house is Friday, Dec. 11, followed by Friday, Jan. 15. See Kay Parry 
(kaylparry@yahoo.com) to volunteer for this or any future open house. 
 
DC EdFest is Saturday, Dec. 12. We’re still looking for a few volunteers. Email Liz Stuart 
(elizabeth.stuart@gmail.com). 
 
The chorus performance is Tuesday, Dec. 15, at Sidwell. 
 
The next social evening and fundraiser is at Potomac Pizza in Friendship Heights on Thursday, 
Dec. 17. 
 
The holiday lunch is Friday, Dec. 18 (more details below). 
 
The next PTA meeting will be Wednesday, Jan. 13. 
 
2) Second grade presentation 
 
3) Holiday lunch (Jacqui Allen-Settles) 
The annual holiday lunch is Friday, Dec. 18, from 11am-1pm. We need volunteers to cook or buy 
food, help set up, serve food and help clean up, as well as volunteers to watch students in the 
classroom so the teachers may eat together. Sign up via the SignUpGenius on the Hearst site 
and please drop off food donations by 10am Dec. 18. Liz and Jacqui will be on site to coordinate 
refrigeration and heating of dishes. 
 
4) Principal’s update (Jen Thomas) 
Discussion of 2015 PARCC results (grades 3-5). [See slides at link above] We don’t have the big 
breakdown yet, so we don’t have the in-depth analysis, but the overall Hearst result was that 44 
percent of our students are judged on track to be ready for college in math and 40.5 percent are 
judged on track for ELA. The chancellor called the overall DC results “sobering.” 
 
There was an achievement gap between female and male student scores in ELA (but no gap in 
math). There was a large achievement gap between white and black student scores in both ELA 
and math. There was a large achievement gap between non-FARM (free and reduced meals) and 
FARM students in ELA scores, but a small opposite gap in math scores. 
 
We’re looking into whether we should hold Common Core training sessions for parents. Although 
75 percent of our families have participated in APTT sessions, we need to figure out how we 
reach the other 25 percent of families to make sure children are receiving all the support they 
need both at home and at school. 
 
The LSAT Committee will discuss PARCC results at its next meeting Wednesday, Dec. 16. Jen 
also is hoping to schedule a meeting early next year. Please reach out to Jen with other 
questions. 
 
5) Auction update (Adrienne Allen) 



--Saturday, April 9, is the current date for the annual auction. We’re finalizing the venue contract 
now. 
--The cost will remain the same as last year: $50 per person ($100 per couple) in advance, with 
the price increasing $10 per ticket two weeks prior to the event. Sales will begin in January. 
--We need people to solicit auction items, run the raffle, seek sponsors and more. 
--The next meeting of the auction committee is Thursday, Jan. 7, at 7pm at Tenley Whole Foods. 
--Much of the committee’s work will be done outside of the remaining meetings, so please contact 
Adrienne Allen (apa1016@gmail.com) or Denise Dawkins (dawkinsclass@gmail.com) with 
questions or suggestions, even if you can’t attend the meetings. 
 
6) Enrichment and aftercare (Keri Sikich) 
--Winter-session registration opened today. Registration for PTA-sponsored classes runs through 
Dec. 21. Classes start Jan. 11. Full details on the Hearst site at 
http://www.hearstes.org/enrichment_programs 
Email Keri Sikich (kwsikich@gmail.com) to volunteer. 
--Enrichment and aftercare surveys were due Monday, Dec. 7. We hope to have results to 
discuss at the February PTA meeting. 
 
7) Building update (Jacqui) 
Latest information is that we’re still on track to move-in next month. We hope our next PTA 
meeting will take place in the new gym. DGS has purchased the equipment to clean the new gym 
floor. 
 
8) Treasurer's update (John Bernards) 
--Scholastic Book Fair winds up this week. The PTA, with recommendations from each child’s 
teacher, bought each child one book from the book fair. 
--Jen Thomas has advised us that the most pressing need for the $20K in the budget for a new-
building expense is a divider for the new gymnasium. Expected cost is roughly $10K. We will take 
a vote on this funding request at the next PTA meeting. Information on the vote will be posted on 
the Hearst website before the vote. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:40pm 


