
Hearst Elementary School PTA 
Minutes for the Feb. 10, 2016, PTA meeting (Hearst gymnasium) 
 
Convened at 6:02 pm, after Chartwells school-lunch tasting (5:15-6) 
Link to slides available here: http://ow.ly/YpulC 
 
1) Pre-K performance (Ms. Dawkins, Ms. Fraser and pre-K students) 
Pictures and other information in slides viewed via link above 
 
2) Announcements (Liz Stuart) 
-Next open house is Friday, Feb. 19, 8:45-11 am. We need 1st-5th grade volunteers because 
pre-K and K parents will be attending a performance at the same time. Contact Kay Parry 
at kaylparry@yahoo.com, even if you can only help out for 30 minutes. 
-Second wine party for the auction will be Saturday, Feb. 27, 7-10 pm, in Ward 1. RSVP 
to davebornmann@gmail.com. 
-Next Enrichment Committee meeting is Sunday, Feb. 28, 7 pm at the Tenleytown Whole Foods. 
-Please submit your info for the Hearst directory (bit.ly/HearstPTAInfoForm2) if you haven't done 
so. We've released a preliminary version but would like more families to participate. Please get 
your information in by Feb. 16. 
-Next PTA meeting is Wednesday, March 9. 
-Recognition of the great work over the past month (and always) by the custodial staff at Hearst: 
Ramon Zamora, Jondae Hardy, Russell Hart and Kristopher Waters (Mr. Kris). 
 
3) Treasurer's Report (John Bernards) 
-We'll have a special meeting to discuss the budget on Wednesday, March 16. We plan to 
present the budget at the April PTA meeting and hopefully vote on the budget at the May PTA 
meeting. 
-Gym divider update: Hearst has requested information from all interested companies and will 
compare bids, then make a determination. 
 
4) Auction update (Adrienne Allen, Denise Dawkins) 
-Tickets ($100/couple or $50/person) are now on sale 
at http://hearstes.schoolauction.net/2016/homepages/show 
-We collected 35 bottles of wine at the first wine party last month. Next wine party is Feb. 27 and 
third party is March 19. 
-We've secured $17K in fair-market value to date for auction items. We're seeking more. Please 
solicit donations from businesses you use. Contact Adrienne (apa1016@gmail.com) for a list of 
businesses we've approached and/or for a copy of the donation form. 
-We're doing a walk-through of the Wilson High School venue on Friday, Feb. 12. 
 
5) Aftercare and Enrichment survey results (Liz Stuart, Brigid Nawrocki) 
-See presentation slides (link at the top of these minutes) for more detailed information. 
-Overall, 87 surveys returned, representing 104 students (34 percent). The overwhelming majority 
of respondents are current users of one or more of the programs. Most families are satisfied with 
current enrichment and aftercare offerings. 
-We've conveyed the survey results and all written comments to Innis and DC Rec. 
-Next steps: The Enrichment and Aftercare Committee will take a closer look at the feedback and 
suggestions for the Spring 2016 and 2016-17 enrichment sessions. The early recommendations 
are to maintain the current structure, work on increased communication, solicit additional vendors 
and volunteers for future enrichment sessions and to review enrichment budget and pricing 
against future programming plan. 
-Question: What about changing the enrichment coordinator from a volunteer position to a paid 
position? We haven't had a conversation at the PTA Board level about that, but perhaps that is 
something to discuss at the budget meeting as we plan the new budget. 
 
6) Enrichment Committee update (Liz Stuart for Keri Sikich) 



-Volunteer needs: teaching a spring class, reviewing offerings for next school year, helping with 
registration/enrollment, and aiding communication. 
-Important dates: 
Feb. 26-Spring enrichment registration opens 
Feb. 28-Enrichment Committee meeting at 7 pm 
March 4-March 25-Winter enrichment classes end and make-up classes occur 
April 4-Spring enrichment session begins 
-Rhonda Forbes has taken over for Tosha Terry as the on-site enrichment coordinator. Her 
contact info is likmir2@gmail.com, 202-706-4186. 
 
7) Upcoming events (Liz Stuart, Judy Goodstein) 
-There's been discussion of a spring fair to coincide with the Spring Screen on the Green. For the 
fair to happen, we need a volunteer to run it. Reach out to Liz Stuart or Jacqui Settles if 
interested. 
-The Hearst 5K will be Saturday, March 19, at Carter Barron Park. Sign-up will go out soon. 
We're looking into training runs for Friday mornings after drop-off. 
-DC United night out will be Saturday, April 16, at 7 pm. Tickets will be $15. More info 
at http://www.hearstes.org/dc_united 
-Hearst outing to a Nationals game will be Sunday, June 12, at 4 pm versus the Phillies. Details 
to come. 
 
8) LSAT report (Kay Parry) 
-The LSAT will conduct two surveys beginning this week: One for families and one for staff. The 
LSAT hopes to collect families' priorities and relate them to school budget priorities (largely 
concerning staff levels). The LSAT will review all responses received by Friday, Feb. 19. Link is 
below... 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1M6XTb6aKMSUOJjkg34J-
2hl03YndWJow4tiT_my6S5Y/viewform?usp=send_form 
-First draft of DCPS budget may come out in the next couple of weeks. 
 
9) Principal's report (Jen Thomas) 
-The Hearst boys’ basketball team plays tomorrow for the regional championship. Hearst is under 
consideration to host the citywide elementary school basketball championship in our gym. 
-After-school tutoring will start next week. Invitations will go home tomorrow. Roughly a dozen 
teachers will be on-site to help kids with reading and math. We're also starting a homework club 
later this month in the library from 3:30-4:30 each day that will begin on Feb. 23. This club is 
primarily for kids who may need help with a specific homework exercise but may not need to 
commit to full after-school tutoring. 
-School-wide enrichment model: We have 38 kids in 3rd, 4th or 5th grade who are part of a pilot 
program on how to set up our garden. After this spring test, we would extend this school-wide, so 
all kids would be in some type of enrichment programming on Wednesday afternoons from 2-3 
pm during school. 
-Attendance policy for out-of-boundary students: If an out-of-boundary student has more than 10 
absences or more than 20 tardies, Hearst may seek to have the student returned to his or her in-
boundary school for the next school year per DCPS rules. We have a handful of out-of-boundary 
families who have chronic tardiness, which is significantly impacting the affected student's ability 
to learn. We are trying to find solutions for each family in this situation. 
 
Adjourned at 7:38 pm 


