
Hearst Elementary School PTA E-Board Meeting 
Wednesday, October 4, 2017. 
 
Amanda Provost, Judy Goodstein (on the phone), Heather Rothman, 
Jen Thomas, Charles Greene, Skip Holmes, Jeremy Evans, Beth 
Prince, Jolyon Bowman, Ashley Boyle 
 
 
Enrichment - Discussion of streamlining dismissal from 
enrichment classes. Ms. Boyle - teachers can release kids to 
parents and Innis. I will talk to her. 
 
Finance discussion  
New bill for more than $900.  
Judy - t-shirts and water bottles are the biggest selling items. 
Enabled us to sell old things sitting there for two years. 
Skip - we've recaptured a lot of money. Last month - brought in 
$1400.  
Let's sell on Friday at Food Truck Friday. 
We are over budget on classroom software. The line item was 
$15,500. We've spent $17393.70.  
Skip makes a motion to increase classroom software by $1900. 
Seconded by Jeremy. Vote is aye. 
 
There was a line item for the new A-C leveled readers from LLI 
in the budget. We've spent $1436.08. The cost has increased 
(reading intervention). Don't have the kits for the levels we 
would use the most. (JEN). Budget item was what kits cost at the 
time.  
$3,000 is budgeted amount. 
One bundle is $2900 - A-E.  
Jen will look into finding the kit elsewhere. 
 
Vote on changing the fiscal year  
Skip makes a motion to better align the PTA's fiscal year with 
the academic year. This would make the PTA's fiscal year August 
1 2017 to June 30 2018 and then July 1 2018 to June 30 2019. 
Heather seconds the motion. 
Vote is aye. 
Skip will work with the accountant. 
Jeremy and Skip will set a date for a financial advisory 
committee to meet to discuss the PTA's reserve and options for 
what to do.  
Week of the 16th or week of the 23rd - Tues, Wed and Thursday 
 
Principal's Update - we hired an art teacher. She will start 
next Tuesday. Joanne Kresic. 



Also hired a new custodian. To replace Mr. Chris. 
Shawn Harrington is the new custodian. 
 
Nursing - DOH assigns the nursing. 
We have 4 days per week. 
We are one of the very few schools that has the largest number 
of medically-trained staff of DCPS schools. We have six. 
 
Ms. Boyle will talk to Ms. Beech about maybe getting the Student 
Council involved in the greater discussion surrounding school 
nurses. 
 
Owl fund update and increasing participation rates 
As of midday Oct. 3 we have raised $28,567.16. It becomes just 
under $28K after fees to website. 
We also have $11,000 in cash and checks 
A lot of donations online are recurring.  Full pledge is not 
included in that ($28K+ amount). 
In terms of parent participation, we will be at 40 percent by 
the end of this week, which is 2/3 of the way toward the goal. 
Charles will write up language for us to disperse about the 
corporate match option. 
 
Judy - There's a group of parents (led by Robin Lerner) trying 
to include students and make posters to encourage and increase 
owl fund participation. 
Ms. Boyle - offers ideas about making this a larger conversation 
and tying Owl Fund donations directly to really tangible items 
and things that impact students. Perhaps instead of looking at 
class percentage rates, make it a priority list order of things 
PTA supports the class with.  
 
Amanda - Something urgent and along the lines of "on a per-kid 
basis, the PTA is supporting XXX …"   
 
Ms. Boyle - video tape kids and make a video compilation.  
Teachers can put it in their weekly updates. 
 
Volunteer fatigue and encouraging parental involvement?  
 
Charles - 5th grade - this grade has checked out.  
There was a discussion about letting 5th grade kids take on some 
of the responsibilities. Maybe not the money aspects. I think it 
was nixed. We need to figure out ways to engage parents 
throughout the years.  
 
 



 
Judy - the role of the room parent is to support the teacher and 
the school. If we can't get a parent rallying other parents, I 
don't think it's a good use of the student's time. It's still 
going to come down on the parents.  
 
Jolyon - the teachers organized a service project, I was really 
impressed.  
 
Charles - are baskets the best way? 
Are room parents necessary?  
 
Judy - they'll step up and do what's important to them. Like a 
Promotion Committee.  
 
4) PTA meeting next week(Amanda) 
Catering - Panera was really expensive. Better for breakfast. 
Maybe try Whole Foods/Giant for finger foods. 
 
Agenda 
-Maybe have Innis staff come by. 
-Invite DPR to talk about Hearst Park. 
-developers at Fannie Mae. 
-plug for the Owl Fund, corporate matching, tactical 
advertising. 
-plug for art teachers and maybe custodian 
-plug for upcoming events 
 
Slides -  
 
Amanda - balance between meeting management and optimizing 
visuals.  
 
Charles - people in the back can't see it. People can't  
 
Boyle - put slides on Bloomz ahead of time.  
 
Grade presentation - Boyle and Prince working on it. Videos. Or 
STEM tables with kids leading them through the activities. Throw 
out ideas and see what each teacher wants to do. Also do a Q&A 
with K-2, 3-5.   
Kara Cumberland was organizing.  
Rothman to be the nudnik. 
 
 
 
 



Operations committee/congestion  
Crossing guard backup? Not a DCPS thing (Jen) 
Drop-off congestion/procedures - working on it.  
Additional crosswalk? - last time was not legal. 
People are not yelling at the bus drivers anymore! 
 
 
Bloomz -  
Right now premium package is after Oct. 15 (plus extension) 
Unlimited # of teachers and admin, unlimited storage and 
dashboard. Free version - limited to 5 teachers, 1 
administrator. About $1400. Money to come from the Principal's 
fund for this year. 
 
E-Cycle -  
Oct. 21 - $263 for a bounce house. 
Early drop off box will be in atrium. 
 
 
7) Upcoming events 
Math night - Oct. 4 
Food Truck Friday - Oct. 6 
Potomac pizza - Oct. 16 
E-Cycle - Oct. 21 
Happy Hour ?? 
Gym Movie Night - date in January.  
 
Ms. Boyle - Happy hours in different neighborhoods are good. 
Also, the teachers might be open to happy hour with parents! 
 
End 6pm. 


