
PTA Meeting 
6:07pm meeting commenced. 
 
1st grade presentation: continents and oceans project 
 
Jen Thomas - Principal Thomas -  
Tomorrow report cards go home for K-5th grade. 
There will be attached a cover sheet explanation of the report 
card. And a part about understanding the data reports. We send 
home data from kids' testing. What tests are, what they measure, 
etc. 
 
What has changed this year at Hearst: 
Help parents understand how they are moving toward mastery of 
End of year grade-level expectations. 
Discussion of indicator and standard on the report cards. 
Ex/ For Kindergarten and math - standard is adding and sub 
fluently within 5. So we can't say mastered standard according 
to EOY expectation.  
Process and behavior/work habits - how they are doing? Progress 
- comments will look different than in the past. "This is where 
you can see what's going on at a deeper level." 
 
Mastery connect (funded by the PTA) tracking every kids' 
assessment). Are they not getting it or is it not taught? I've 
read every comment on the report cards for every student. 
There's a lot more detail. 
 
There's guidance for secondary schools around report cards but 
not for elementary school.  This year we are in a place where we 
could pin something down here. System adopted here and we will 
use it the entire year.  
 
If something has not been taught at all, it's an N (ex/all kids 
getting N for art b/c teacher was hired later in the year). 
 
Students generally progress in each marking period. If they are 
not showing steady progress, that's a time to contact a teacher. 
 
Very important - Where is this kid in relation to the EOY 
expectation, not related to the kid next to them.  
Standards-based grading model removes that. 
If we have only one piece of data, we mark it as B. Need to give 
kids multiple opportunities.  
 
Academic grading slide.  
 



Behavior and work habits. Separating from a child's academic 
score. I, LP, FP, R (need a lot of teacher support for that 
skill). 
 
Comments - for some grades, you're getting an attached sheet 
with the comments because some teachers wrote long comments (Go 
Ms. Boyle!). 
 
ELA, Math, Writing and SEL development. 
 
Shifted way we grade and assess our kids because we want to hold 
them to those high standards that are core to our curriculum.  
 
Take a deep breath. Read the letter attached to the report card. 
It will explain it all. 
 
Traffic and Safety at Hearst -  
Julie Hantman (kindergarten parent) I want to start a dialogue.  
Safety for vehicles and pedestrians at Hearst. 
I'd like to convey concerns to the appropriate agency. 
Will talk with David Dickinson. 
Parents note that it's "awful" on 37th St.  
Different way to notify about indoor or outdoor lineup? 
 
Hearst parents using Washington Home lot.  
Kay Parry - can we incorporate a U-turn drop off situation that 
we share with Sidwell to keep cars off 37th. 
 
Jen - there was an illegal crosswalk a few years ago. DDOT has 
done a few traffic studies. 
Safe Passages to Schools program. 
 
Crossing guards are all run through DDOT. We usually don't get a 
replacement guard when Ms. Andrea is out. We are not a major 
thoroughfare. 
 
Parent: Morning drop off time - one option extending it again? 
Jen - We can consider it. We are trying to balance the needs of 
staff and prioritize professional learning and development and 
drop off. 
 
Lighting is a key issue for 37th Street.  
 
Kay Parry - Owl Fund Contest: 
PreK - 83 percent of families contributed. 
K 79 percent of families contributed. 
 



Second chance contest ends Friday, Nov. 10th. 
Really nice uptick in the amount of money raised. 
Field trips, electronic curriculum. 
 
Skip Holmes - 
Update on pPTA fiscal planning steering committee -  
Create a doomsday budget. How much do we have to have to provide 
core services to the school?  
Pare it down to its most basic needs. Then move the discussion 
from there to see what flexibility we have in planning budgets 
going forward. 
Please reach out with ideas. We welcome your input. 
 
Skip - E-Cycle - really amazing E-cycle.  
Turnout great. Beautiful day. 
Volunteerism was awesome. 
Exact figures are to be determined. Waiting on check from e-
cycled materials. 
Proceeds from bake sale, gear, book swap - about $1000. We spent 
so far $800 on bounce house, shredding. 
 
Auction - Christina - Saturday March 3. UDC and WHC finalists. 
Hopefully beginning of next week. 
Wine parties - January 6 Long family; Feb. 10 Levine family 
All hands on deck for item solicitation and sponsorships. 
Bring two bottles of wine. One to be consumed. One for auction 
basket. 
Volunteers needed for the Raffle. Kim Cooper has all the info on 
the raffle. 
Need an RSVP system through Bloomz. 
Volunteers needed for auction items. 
No class baskets this year. Still will have class art projects. 
Ask families to bid parties. 
Teacher Treat asks too. 
 
Politics and prose - Jan. 28 fundraiser 
April - we have a Lebanese Taverna  
 
 
 
End 7:26 
 
 
 


