
Hearst Elementary School PTA Meeting 
March 14, 2018 
 
 
Third Grade Presentation: Ms. Dilley and Mr. Stacey show a video 
of their students discussing what they are doing in the third 
grade. Reading, writing, fractions, government, Washington, D.C. 
 
Principal Thomas video: DCPS budget and Hearst -   
Allocation - $4,394,208 a little more than $300K over this year. 
Allows us to keep up with salary and cost-of-living adjustments. 
We will have all of the same positions with two minor 
adjustments. Making a FT position in our office. It's currently 
half time. Next year, full time. Second is that we have two 
partner teachers in Pre-k, K, 1st and one in 2nd. This year the 
2nd grade partner teacher is paid for by a PTA grant. Next year, 
that 5th general education aide will be paid for out of our DCPS 
budget. 
  
What does that all mean for PTA budget/monetary asks? 
Three big buckets: 
1. Software:  The PTA historically pays for all of our software 
licenses, including iReady and Lexia. We will be asking for that 
again. 
2. Supplies: We did not put any money in our DCPS budget for 
office supplies like staplers and paper, etc. We put more money 
into staff. Given DCPS restrictions around who we can buy from, 
using PTA funds to buy copy paper ends up being a wiser use of 
money. 
3. Technology: General consensus from DCPS is that for the 2019-
2020 school year, DC will centralize purchasing and maintenance 
of all tech in schools. We are in this triage phase of making 
sure we have enough computers for parcc testing for two grades 
at a time and supplementing somethings we have and teacher 
laptops. Probably some tech asks as well. 
 
Ms. Dilley has said that she doesn't really want a partner 
teacher. 
 
Thought is that the rising second grade class needs one. 
 
Bees! Q&A with Mr. Munz 
Two hives on the roof. Excellent opportunity. 
Hearst students in the fourth and fifth grades have already 
started building the hives. 
Eventually get our honey out of it.  
Students either will come outside to see it or it will be 



brought into the classroom. 
The queens and a bunch of worker bees will live from year to 
year. Need a new queen every 4-5 years. 
If the hives remain healthy, we buy bees in a big package.  
Mr. Munz will work with the bees over the summer at Hearst. 
10-feet from the hive you won't know there is a hive around. The 
concentration is no different than anywhere else. 
Will always take a second adult outside in case of emergencies. 
I've had students stung before and it's only a problem if the 
kid has an allergy. It's up to the parents if a kid with a known 
allergy can go outside. 
The protective clothing is the most expensive part. Can be $200. 
We get the jackets, gloves and the veils and tell kids they need 
to wear baggy pants.  
Purchased a bunch for kids of different sizes and adults. I 
believe I have enough to bring out 4-5 kids at a time. That 
number can increase if we have more suits. There is a limit at 
which it's not safe to have so many kids out there at once. It 
will anger the bees. 
To the hive I can bring a few kids at a time. If there's a 
lesson I want for all kids, I will move the hives so all can see 
outside a window. Will also take stuff from a hive and show the 
kids.  
We have enough material for two hives. Bees are on the way. 
Total cost so far is around $1500. There are costs along the 
way. They are like real pets - care and medicine. Initial cost 
is the biggest push.  
No honey in the first year but in the second year, each hive 
produces 30 pounds of honey. 
This year is strictly for them building up their supplies. 
DC Honey is the best honey in the world. Everyone in DC has 
different flowers so the honey is awesome.  
 
Final results from the Auction Committee: Christina Burnett and 
Kim Cooper - last-chance auction is up until noon tomorrow. Fund 
the need is up there too. 
Raffle tix - distributed to all students on Friday. Raffle 
drawing will take place at April 11 meeting. 
Grade competition. 
Right now $45,000 net.  
If anyone wants to help out next year 
 
Ward 3 Wilson Feeder Education Network update: (Brian Doyle) -  
Advocate at city level for Wilson feeder schools and for better 
public schools across city. 
 
 



One main message - DCPS tried to see if some of the ideas would 
work for them. In the end, DCPS said they need to build more 
schools and add capacity. 
Process could be stalled because with the DME and chancellor 
having resigned. 
The original Hardy school (Old Hardy) - was an elementary 
Lab is leasing and has 6-7 years left. All messages from the 
mayor's reps is that they intend to continue for a 25-year 
lease. Mary Cheh has now flipped and is against the lease. 
Only surplus DCPS building in the Wilson feeder pattern. 
DCPS preference is to use land DC owns. UDC does fit that bill.  
Other space we've pressured them to make use of is Ellington. 
 
Treasurer's Request: Budget input: Skip Holmes 
We need to formally vote on the bees. 
There is a challenging bee market. 
Motion: Agree to create a new budget category at $1500. (Rothman 
firsts. Second by Kim Cooper). Show of hands it passed 
unanimously. 
 
Must create the PTA budget for next school year. We will have a 
budget committee meeting at 6pm on April 4th. 
 
Specialist teachers -  
We don’t anticipate any one-time massive purchases (ex/gym 
curtain, partner teacher 
A rough budget will be posted on website by April 11 PTA meeting 
and we will vote for it at the May meeting. 
 
Reserve fund - we landed on that we should be able to fund one 
full teacher position as our reserve. About $106K. That would be 
a prudent reserve.  
 
We have a lot of money that flows out at the start of the school 
year, and then Owl Fund and then post-auction. 
 
Planning for Next Year: Enrichment & PTA positions:  
 
Enrichment: Claire - Friday at noon is when the lottery for PTA 
classes. 
Ongoing for private-vendor classes. 
Mindy will not do enrichment next year. 
Claire is willing to stay in her assistant role.  
Judy - enrichment has grown a lot and coordination is growing as 
well and it's a lot of work. It's hard to rely on parent 
volunteers for this. We can explore that. We also feel we need 
to research vendors.  



Maybe get an Innis rep here to talk at a PTA meeting. 
 
Upcoming Events:  
 
Lebanese Taverna - April 19 (parking in back!) 
 
Open House for Prospective Families - April 20 
 
Hearst-British School Family Fun & Run - May 6. Run between the 
two schools. 
 
Nando's Community Dining Night - May 16 
 
Food Truck Friday! 
 
Timing TBD - Playground 
 
If anyone wants to help with Teacher Appreciation Week, please 
reach out. 
 
End of meeting: 7:31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


