
Hearst Elementary School PTA 
Minutes for the Oct. 14, 2015, PTA meeting (Hearst Cafeteria) 
 
Convened at 6:03pm. 
Link to slides available here: http://ow.ly/UHOZX 
1) Third Grade Presentation 
 
2) Announcements (Liz Stuart) 
Michelle Hill is starting the first cut of the directory next week, so please fill out your information 
by Friday to be included in the first round. http://bit.ly/HearstPTAInfoForm2 
First open house is next Friday, Oct. 23. Kay Parry is looking for volunteers to help on site Friday 
or to help with color printing. 
Next PTA on the Playground is next Friday, Oct. 23, from 8-9am. 
New parliamentarian is Parker Ruhl. 
Zerline Hughes is helping start a 4th-6th grade Girl Scout troop. 
Next PTA meeting is Nov. 18 (third Wednesday of November). 
 
3) Principal’s update (Jen Thomas) 
We completed our school goals today. Meeting with chancellor on Monday to finalize. [Post-
meeting update: Principal Thomas will discuss updated school goals at the November PTA 
meeting] 
-Reading comprehension 
-Close the gap between male and female student performance 
-Family engagement: Home visit for 70 percent of students 
-Family engagement: At least three types of engagement per child 
Audit day is Monday, Oct. 26. DCPS auditors will go into every classroom and call out the names 
of every child who was enrolled on Oct. 5 to ensure each child is actually attending the enrolled 
school.  
Friday, Oct. 30, is our literacy parade and our walk to end homelessness. Kids dress up as part of 
a theme (to be disseminated by the teachers). 
APTT sessions are in two weeks. We're working on child-care arrangements and hope to finalize 
those soon. [Post-meeting update: Childcare provided by Hearst teachers and pizza by the PTA] 
Monday, Oct. 19, is a teacher workday but there is no school for students. 
New school construction is awaiting building permits. No ETA right now. We need to sit tight for 
now. 
 
4) Fundraising and treasurer’s update (John Bernards, Kay Parry) 
Craig posted the latest budget actuals this weekend on the Hearst documents page: 
http://www.hearstes.org/pta_documents_links 
Kay provided an Owl Fund update. Pre-K is leading the contest with 43 percent participation. 
Deadline for the contest is Oct. 30. Contributions may be made online and donors may set up 
installment payments. 
The spring auction is April 9 [originally tentatively April 23] at Wilson High School. Next meeting of 
the auction committee is Monday, Nov. 2, at 7pm at the Tenleytown Whole Foods. We need 
volunteers for the committee and also people to solicit donations for the auction (from 
restaurants, hotels, stores, specialized services, gift packages, etc.). If anyone has connections 
that could lead to corporate sponsorships or food donations, that would help keep the costs 
down. 
 
5) Upcoming events 
E-cycle is Saturday, Nov. 7, from 9am to 1pm. We've recycled 5-7 tons in past years. We receive 
a stipend from the recycling company based on the amount of goods recycled. 
Bring documents to recycle, papers to shred, bikes and sports equipment to swap, used books to 
donate. Also, blankets and chew toys to donate to the Washington Humane Society, which will be 
doing pet adoption. Also diapers to DC Diaper Bank and toiletries to Friendship House. There 



also will be a bake sale and a bounce house. We need volunteers to help unload cars and sort 
recyclables. 
This year we also will have a bazaar/rummage sale. Individuals may rent a table for $25 and sell 
items during the event. Contact Vanessa at VP@Hearstes.org for more details. If you would like 
to donate some gently used items rather than sell them, we will set up a PTA table to sell the 
items and the PTA will receive the money rather than the individual. We will need volunteers to 
staff the PTA table. We are looking for charitable companies that will pick up any items that we 
don't sell. 
The annual holiday lunch will be Friday, Dec. 18. 
 
6) Enrichment and aftercare update 
We need volunteers for the winter enrichment session. Keri Sikich holds monthly meetings of the 
enrichment and aftercare committee (watch the listserv for the next meeting date). The committee 
selected Susanna Montezemolo as the new Innis liaison and Francisco Lopez as the new Rec 
liaison. Heather Rothman and Brigid Nawrocki are preparing a survey to collect parent feedback 
on enrichment and aftercare programs. Survey expected to go out by the end of November with 
results by early next year. 
 
7) Other announcements (Vanessa Scott-Wilkinson) 
Nando's Peri Peri in Tenley made a total of $3,445.83 at our fundraiser last month, so our 40% 
cut is $1,378.33. That’s roughly $344.50 per hour from 4:30-8:30 that night. Our next community 
social fundraiser should be in December at Potomac Pizza. 
The fall deadline for Box Tops is Oct. 30. Drop them off to Mark Farrell or in the school office. 
 
8) How to get involved?   
Contact any member of the PTA board, attend PTA meetings or PTA on the playground or watch 
the listserv for volunteer opportunities. Here's the link to the volunteer spreadsheet: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ZlNP5-
QjvN2EbhCdfc6KH1uJ3jV3zu3ILw3lJPl3SkM/edit#gid=0 
  
Here’s the link to the Google calendar: 
http://www.hearstes.org/calendar2 


