
HEARST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

STUDENT COUNCIL OUTLINE 

What is the Hearst Elementary Student Council? 

Our Student Council is a group of students who come up with ideas to make our school 
better.  The students at our school elect Council Members who they think will represent 
them best.  Each member of the Student Council gets the opportunity to actively 
participate in school-wide activities, make decisions, and see democracy in action. 

Who is on the Council? 

Each 3rd and 4th grade classroom elects a classroom representative (and an alternate 
as a backup).  Also, all grades (PK-5) may vote for the school's President, Vice 
President, Secretary, and Treasurer, who must be 5th graders.  The Student Council 
Advisory Teacher is Shareen Beech. 

Why is this good for students? 

Elected student leader gains responsibility, experience working as a team, increased 
pride in their school, and a chance to interact with their fellow students in making 
decisions and debating issues.  This is the ultimate chance to become an excellent 
citizen. 

What does the Council do? 

The Council chooses its own goals after discussing ideas with the classrooms they 
represent.  The Council might create publicity about school events; promote school 
pride, possibly start fundraising programs as well as sponsoring other school events 
and activities. 

What does the Council President do? 

He or she runs the Student Council meetings and represents the council at different 
events.  He or she may also take on other important school duties, such as leading the 
Pledge of Allegiance and Owl Pledge, or greeting and accompanying guests when they 
come to our school.  He/she also can break a tie vote among Council Members. 

What does the Vice President do? 

He or she fills in when the President is absent.  The Vice President also participates in 
the Council meetings and may assist the President, too. 

  



What does the Secretary do? 

He or she writes down what goes on at the meetings (taking minutes), reports at each 
meeting what happened at the previous one, and keeps track of attendance. 

What does the Treasurer do? 

He or she keeps a written record of money earned and spent by the Student Council. 

What do the Classroom Representatives and their alternates do? 

The Classroom Representatives attend Student Council meetings.  They also bring 
ideas and suggestions from their class members to the meetings.  They report 
information back to their class as well as giving information to a kindergarten, 1st grade, 
or 2nd grade classroom assigned to them.  They also help with projects for the Student 
Council and the school.  The alternates attend the meetings as well, but most 
importantly when a classroom representative is either sick or are unable to attend 
meetings for any other reason. 

When and where does the Student Council meet? 

The Council will meet monthly at a day and time to be determined at a later date.  
Members may also be called upon to work on various projects or activities, which will 
usually be outside of class time. 

What do I do if I want to run for a Classroom Representative position? 

If you are in 3rd and 4th, you may run for a Council Representative position. Your teacher 
will nominate students based on who he/she thinks deserves it the most.  Your teacher 
will decide if you need to write a letter or a speech explaining why you would be a good 
Council Representative.  Your teacher will hold a classroom election where students will 
nominate a Classroom Representative in class on Monday, September 11, 2017.  The 
SCHOOL-WIDE election, which will be held at a later date, will determine who wins the 
election. 

What do I do if I want to run for President, Vice President, Secretary, or 
Treasurer? 

If you are in 5th grade, you may run for President, Vice President, Secretary, or 
Treasurer.  There will only be one candidate from each 5th grade classroom for each 
position.  Why?  Each candidate must present their speech to the entire school and the 
voting needs to take place as well.  So on Monday, September 11, 2017, your teacher 
and classmates (5th grade only) will nominate four people - one for President, one for 
Vice President, one for Secretary, and one for Treasurer.  You will then have all week 
as well as the weekend to do three things: create a poster (22 x 28 inches-normal 



size), write a 30-second speech about why you should be elected, and bring the 
permission form back, signed by your teacher and parent.  You will turn all three 
things in on Monday, September 18, 2016, to the Student Council Advisory Teacher.  If 
they are not both turned in by the end of the school day that Monday, you will no longer 
be eligible and your class will not be able to nominate someone else for that position.  
On Friday, September 22, 2017, posters will be displayed.  Nominated candidate 
names will be announced on the intercom on this day as well.  You will get your speech 
back (Friday, September 22, 2017) so you can practice.  Candidates will record their 
30 second speeches using Flipgrid on September 25, 2016.  The school-wide election 
will be held October 3 and 4, 2017.  Elected candidate’s names will be announced on 
Friday, October 6, 2017.  The newly elected Hearst Student Council will meet 
Tuesday, October 10, to take their oaths of office, and hold their first meeting at 
12:15-12:45 PM. 

Can a person lose his/her position? 

It is up to your teacher and Student Council Teacher Advisors to decide if you are able 
to keep your position.  If you are disruptive in class or during Council Meetings or are 
falling behind in your work, for example, you may lose your position. 

If I am elected, but I don't like the job, can I quit? 

When you decide to be on the School Council, you are making a commitment.  It is for 
the entire school year.  Make sure before you run for the position that you are sure it's 
something you'll want to do all year long. 

What do I do when I miss classwork? 

That is up to your teacher.  However, most teachers will require that you find out 
whatever work or lesson you missed and turn it in the following day.  If you don't think 
you can keep up with the extra workload, this job is not for you. 

What about Kindergarten, First, Second grades and the CES Classes? 

Most elementary schools do not include the lower grades directly in the Student 
Council.  However, all Hearst students are important to the process.  Each elected 
Council Representative will be assigned a kindergarten, 1st grade, 2nd grade or CES 
class.  He/she will go to that class and explain (in primary-friendly language) what the 
Council talked about, and will also get feedback from those students to pass on at the 
next meeting.  Additionally, even students in the lower grades can vote for the school's 
President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary. 

  



What will the Student Council do during the school year? 

First of all, a lot of the fun of the Student Council experience is learning to share ideas, 
to think critically, and to work through problems, even if no huge event happens.  
However, the Student Council can decide to raise money through a variety of ideas 
such as a recycling program (which would require support from the entire school) and 
decide to use the money for additional playground equipment or possibly save the 
money raised to be used in another school year.  They also propose and discuss many 
ideas throughout the school year on how to improve the school.  This may include a 
chance to meet with our school principal regarding the current new construction. 

Election Rules 

1. If a student wishes to run for any position, including classroom representative, he 
must have teacher approval. 

2. The student must be a good citizen, as judged by his/her teacher. 
3. The student must complete any additional activity that their teacher may require 

for running in the election. 
4. Students must make up all work that they miss in their class while participating in 

Council activities. 
5. If a candidate misses a deadline or breaks an election rule, they may be 

disqualified from running for an office. 

Additional Rules for President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer 

1. The President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer must be in 5th grade. 
2. Candidates for President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer must submit 

their name on the attached sheet with parent and teacher signature, a speech 
(maximum 30 seconds long), and a poster by the due date.  Don't attach pieces 
of paper together to make a larger than normal poster, as that would not be fair.  
The poster size should be no bigger than 22 x 28 inches.  The posters will be 
hung up in a fair way so that no one gets a better spot than another. 

3. Candidates must run their campaign in a fair and honest manner. They may not 
put down other candidates.  If a candidate has a question about whether he/she 
can do something, check with the Student Council Advisory Teacher. 

4. Candidates may not have buttons, extra posters, flyers, etc.  They may not 
promise things that cost money, or give out candy, gum, etc. 

5. Candidates may be disqualified from running if they break any of these rules. 
 

  



WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A GOOD CITIZEN? 
x Good citizens do their share to help their families and communities to be better. 
x They are good neighbors. 
x They obey rules, laws, cooperate with others. 
x They respect parents, teachers, and others in authority. 
x They protect the environment. 
x Stay informed about important issues and vote. 
x They are responsible for themselves. 
x They demonstrate good sportsmanship. 
x They have a positive attitude. 

KEY IDEAS 
x Do your share:  Be a good neighbor and a good citizen.  Contribute to the common good.  

Volunteer to make things cleaner, safer, and better for all.  Protect the environment by conserving 
resources, reducing pollution and cleaning up after themselves.  Speak up to make things better; 
don’t just complain.  Vote.  Report wrongdoings. 

x Respect authority and the law:  Play by the rules even when it is disadvantageous to do so.  Be 
cooperative.  Follow the laws.  Obey parents and teachers.  Take time to learn about how the 
government works.  Respect all people, animals, plants, and property. 

QUOTES 
“Ask not what your country can do for you but what you can do for your country.” - John Fitzgerald 
Kennedy 
“The most important political office is that of private citizen.” - Louis Brandeis 
“When you have decided what you believe, what you feel must be done, have the courage to stand 
alone and be counted.” - Eleanor Roosevelt 

FOR YOU TO CONSIDER 
x Being a citizen comes with rights, duties and privileges.  With every right we are given comes the 

responsibility to exercise it in a fair manner and to work toward helping fellow citizens do the 
same. 

x Real citizenship is active!  Citizenship demands participation, involvement, and contribution.  No 
one makes a difference without being involved. 

x People have no choice about the family or country they are born into, but people do have a 
choice about whether to be responsible members of their families and communities. 


