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 Hemswell Cliff Parish Council 
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 3 
February 2020 in the Room of Requirement at Hemswell Cliff Primary School. 

Present: Councillors Prestwood (Chairman), Beevers, Hann, Kirman (Vice-
Chairman), Richardson and Sankey. 

Parish Clerk H Reek 

Members of the Public – one. 

Tracey Williams - HRC (Minutes 207 to 220) 

District Councillor Paul Howitt-Cowan (Minutes 219 to 232 and 212) 

Minute 
Number 

Item 

Procedural Items – items not requiring written notice 
 
207/1920 Apologies  

 
Apologies for absence and the reasons were accepted from Cllr 
Shaw. Apologies were also received from County Councillor 
Perraton-Williams and Shay Towns from WLDC. 
 

208/1920 Declarations of Interest 
 
Cllr Prestwood in accounts. 
 

209/1920 Public Questions 
 
None. 
 

210/1920 Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 
6 January 2020  
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
That the minutes of the meeting be accepted as a true and proper 
record. It was noted that Minute 189/1920 had been amended 
changing the word ‘Bishop Norton’ to ‘Glentham’.  
 
All actions from the meeting had been completed (Minute 205 refers).  
 

211/1920 Police, crime and anti-social behaviour update 
 
No update to report. 
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212/1920 District and County Council update  
  
Cllr Perraton-Williams had provided an update on highway matters. 
She had contacted the local highways office for an update on the 
hedge and the footpath on the A15 had been cleared. The Clerk was 
asked to speak with the County Councillor about the footpath from 
Caenby Corner to the Post Office. It was also noted that the fault 
reported on Harpswell roundabout had been fixed. 
 
Cllr Howitt-Cowan provided a verbal update later in the meeting. He 
provided an update on developments in Gainsborough. He added 
that the planning application for the new waste collection depot was 
scheduled to be considered in April. WLDC had received a health 
check from the Local Government Association and was assessed as 
‘good’.  
 
Cllr Howitt-Cowan would speak to officers about any checks on the 
industrial units. 
 

213/1920 WLDC Officers’ Report 
 
Shay had provided an update prior to the meeting which was read 
out by the Chairman. There would be drainage works on Minden 
Place commencing 10 February for approximately 10 days. She was 
also waiting for a quote on the street light. 
 

214/1920 Update from the Ball Park Committee  
 
The Chairman had been obtaining quotes for cleaning and 
maintenance of the Ball Park.  
 

215/1920 Update from the Neighbourhood Plan Committee 
 
The Clerk had been liaising with Groundwork UK regarding the End 
of Grant report. She reported that any variation from the grant require 
prior approval from Groundwork. She had also submitted an 
application for a further £3,200 funding. Open Plan and the Clerk had 
spoken to AECOM about the Strategic Environment Assessment. 
They couldn’t commence until we had consulted with three statutory 
bodies on the screening document. 
 
The next Committee was scheduled for 17 February. Cllr Kirman 
added that there had been emails about considering incorporating 
carbon management issues in the plan. She felt this was too late and 
the Parish could look at this in the future. This would be considered 
at the next meeting. 
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216/1920 Chairman’s remarks 
 

a) The Dementia Association had sent publicity on its activities 
which would be displayed on the noticeboards and social 
media.  

b) He reported issues with the grass verge and channel near to 
the Grit Bin on Canberra Crescent. There was also issues with 
the drain on Dog Kennel Lane. The Clerk was asked to report 
this to LCC. 
 

217/1920 Clerk’s report 
 

a) The Clerk was attending financial management training 
organised by LALC in March. She reminded Cllrs that next 
year’s training programme had been published. 

b) An email had been received about a request to scatter ashes 
on the parade ground. Cllr Richardson was liaising but he 
hadn’t received a response. 

c) Mike Reid the highways north manager was being seconded 
to waste management so a new manager would be appointed 
to that post. 
 

218/1920     Parish Councillor update 
 
Cllrs Beevers, Hann, Kirman and Sankey  
All matters were considered else on the Agenda. 
 
Cllr Richardson 
He asked whether the Parish Council should make comments on the 
Waste Depot Planning application. 
 

Business Items – Items requiring written notice 
 
219/1920 Finances 

 
A) Payments for approval 
 
 Resolved: 
  
That the following payments be approved, cheques drawn up after 
the meeting and electronic payments made by the Clerk where 
indicated (all costs include VAT where applicable): 
  

1) Total Accounting payroll £20 plus VAT 
2) G.Prestwood – 1&1IONOS £5.97 plus VAT 

Council noted that the following payments were made between the 
last meeting of Council and this one for contractual reasons, legal 
reasons, following a decision of Council or were made through 
delegated powers: 
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1) H. Reek Clerk Pay for December - £239.75 
2) HMRC December – £60.00 
3) Glendale Managed Services - £174.53 (plus VAT) 

 
B) Budget 2019/20 
 
The budget monitoring for period 10 (January) had been circulated 
prior to the meeting. The current budget position was noted including 
the current amount in reserves (£6,848.96). 
 

220/1920 Planning Matters 
 
Planning Application 140416 erection of 14 grain silos, 1 dryer, 
associated structures and conveyor at land adjacent to Woldgrain 
Storage Ltd., Hemswell Airfield, Hemswell Cliff. 
 
The Parish Council considered the above planning application that 
had been submitted to WLDC. Cllr Howitt-Cowan reported that he 
had been to visit the site last Tuesday and as a member of the 
Planning Committee would take into consideration all of the 
information before making a decision. The company had offered a 
tour of the site to the Parish Council. He would raise the issues 
mentioned below to planning officers. 
 
Following discussion, it was agreed that, at this time, the Parish 
Council would object to the application for four reasons which they 
hoped would be addressed before WLDC made a decision. The 
reasons were: 
 
1. Noise pollution: the ‘humming’ noise experienced by a number of 

local residents is believed to be from this site. If a noise study was 
carried out over a reasonable period of time particularly to the 
south and east and monitoring different weather conditions to 
independently establish the facts and assess the impact on local 
residents. 

2. Visual amenity: The planning applications states that the silos 
would be left in an unpainted, bright galvanized state and it would 
be better to see a condition whereby the grain stores are painted 
and gradieted to blend in with the surrounding landscape.  

3. Flooding: The flooding report included in the documents on the 
website had a number of inaccuracies. A number of properties 
were flooded in 2007 where the houses where inhabitable. We 
would ideally like to see an attenuation pond to reduce any risk of 
flooding. 

4. Neighbourhood Plan (NP) development: We are in the process of 
producing a Regulation 14 NP by April 2020 which identifies 
nearby sites for housing development so we would like 
consideration of these proposals including the impact of this 
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development on nearby sites in relation to flooding and visual 
amenity. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
(1) That the Clerk submit the above comments to WLDC by the 

deadline of 6 February 2020. The draft response to be 
circulated to the Parish Councillors beforehand. 

(2) That Cllr Howitt-Cowan organise a visit to the site inviting the 
Parish Councillors. 

(3) That the Parish Council consider whether to speak as the 
Planning Committee when the application is considered. 

 
221/1920 Allotments 

 
The inaugural meeting of the Allotments Committee had been 
arranged for 20 February 2020. The Parish Council had received 
draft terms of reference and membership for consideration. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 

(1) That the terms of reference be approved. 
 

(2) That Cllr Graham Prestwood be nominated to the Committee. 
 

(3) That the date of the meeting be noted. 
 

222/1920 Bus Shelter 
 
The Clerk had received the highways permit. She was chasing up 
Ace Shelters for an installation date. She would notify Cllr 
Richardson once that had been agreed so that he could remove the 
noticeboard. 
 

223/1920 Internal Auditor 
 
The Parish Council was asked to consider whether to buy a bouquet 
of flowers for the Internal Auditor. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
(1) That Cllr Kirman be asked to send a bouquet of flowers up to 

the cost of £20 to the Internal Auditor. 
 
(2) That the Clerk be asked to contact the Internal Auditor to ask if 

she would carry out the audit of the 2019/20 accounts. 
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224/1920 Play Parks 
 
Cllr Prestwood had circulated all relevant paperwork prior to the 
meeting. Following discussion, the key risk was to find a suitable 
person to carry out the weekly visual inspections. It was agreed to 
review the job description and change the name from handyman. A 
site visit would be arranged shortly. It was noted that there was time 
to consider all the risks and opportunities properly before a decision 
would be made. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
(1) That the Chairman review the job title and job description. 
 
(2) That the Clerk ask if Connie could include this role in the next 

update for the Trent Gazette. 
 

(3) That the Clerk contact neighbouring parishes to see if there was 
any opportunity to pay for any of their operatives. 

 
(4) That a site visit of the playgrounds be arranged. 

 
 

225/1920 Straw on the Road 
 
The situation was deteriorating again, largely because it was difficult 
to clear straw in wet weather. Cllr Richardson circulated a picture of 
his car grill when he followed a straw lorry. Cllr Howitt-Cowan had not 
received a response from Sir Edward Leigh MP about raising this 
nationally. 
  

226/1920 Planning Training for Parish Councillors 
 
WLDC was organising a series of planning training sessions. Places 
were limited to one representative per Parish. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
(1) That Cllr Hann attend the Highways and Local Flooding matters 

in planning on 8 July 2020. 
 

(2) That Cllr Prestwood attend the Role of Councillors and Parish 
Councils in Planning on 18 November 2020. 

 
Next Ordinary Meeting – items not requiring written notice 
 
227/1920 Items for inclusion on the next Ordinary Meeting agenda 

 
The following items are to appear on the agenda for the next 
Ordinary Meeting: 
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 Grounds Maintenance 
 Standard items for the Annual Parish Council meeting 

 
228/1920 Actions to be undertaken before the Next Ordinary meeting 

 
HR –  Report the drain issue to LCC 
HR – Send the response to WLDC on the planning application 
GP – Draft new advert/job title/job description 
HR – Speak to neighbouring councils and LALC 
HR – Book Cllrs on planning training 
HR – Finalise Grounds Maintenance report 
HR – Contact Elite signs 
HR – Agree tree works with winning tenderer 
 

229/1920 Date and time of the next Ordinary Meeting 
 
The date and time of the next Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 
was confirmed as Monday 2 March 2020, starting at 7:30pm. The will 
take place in the Room of Requirement at Hemswell Cliff Primary 
School. 
 

230/1920 Exemption  
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
That the meeting move into closed session in accordance with the 
Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 due to the 
confidential nature of the business to be discussed in relation to the 
tenders. 
 

231/1920 Tree Works 
 
The Parish Council considered a report setting out prices from 
companies for tree maintenance in the village on trees that were the 
responsibility of the Parish Council.  
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
That the quote from the Urban Arborist from Haxey at a cost of 
£1,275 plus VAT be approved. 
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232/1920 Village Signs 
 
The Parish Council considered a report setting out three quotes from 
local companies to install two new village signs on the A631. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
That the decision be deferred in order to carry out more research on 
the types of signs being offered. 
 

Meeting started at 7.30pm and closed at 10.00pm 

Document published on:  

Signed:  …………………………………………….. 
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