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 Hemswell Cliff Parish Council 
Draft Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 27 
July 2020 in the Main Hall at Hemswell Cliff Primary School. 

Present: Councillors Prestwood (Chairman), Hann, Kirman (Vice-Chairman), 
Sankey and Shaw. 

Parish Clerk H Reek 

Members of the Public – none. 

District Councillor Howitt-Cowan 
Minute 
Number 

Item 

Procedural Items – items not requiring written notice 
 
1/2021 Apologies  

 
Apologies for absence and the reasons were accepted from 
Councillors Beevers and Richardson. Apologies were also received 
from County Councillor Perraton-Williams. 
 

2/2021 Declarations of Interest 
 
Councillor Prestwood in accounts. 
 

3/2021 Public Questions 
 
None. 
 

4/2021 Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 
2 March 2020  
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
That the minutes of the meeting be accepted as a true and proper 
record.   
 
All actions from the meeting had been completed (Minute 253 refers) 
except for: 
 
VK – Visit village sign at Haxey 
HR – Enter next year’s budget into Rialtas 
HR – Dates for next year’s meetings 
  

5/2021 Notes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 6 April 
2020 
 
RESOLVED: 
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That the notes of the meeting be accepted as a true and proper 
record.   
 
All actions from the meeting had been completed. 
 

6/2021 Chairman, Clerk, County Councillor and District Councillor 
updates 
  
Chairman’s announcements 

 The planning application for Woldgrain had been approved. 
The Secretary of State did not call in the application following 
a request to do so from a resident. The Parish Council 
submitted comments to be read out at the Committee but the 
Clerk did not manage to read all of the comments which was 
disappointing. One of the conditions was to paint the silos 
green. The Parish Council should monitor any noise 
complaints and report to WLDC. 

 Facilities Inspector post. It was agreed that the Chairman and 
Clerk arrange an interview with a person interested in the 
post. 

 The Allotments Committee members had been developing the 
allotments. The Clerk was waiting for the third quote for the 
fence but had been unable to submit a bid to the Lotteries 
Commission because the priority was on support in relation to 
Covid 19. 

 The Traveller Encampment on Buchannan Drive had now 
moved on. 

 The grass verges that were the responsibility of Lincolnshire 
County Council had not been cut for a while. It had been 
reported on Fix My Streets. 

 
District Councillor announcements 

 Cllr Howitt-Cowan paid tribute to Cllr Strange. It was intended 
that there would be a memorial in due course. He was looking 
after the Kelsey ward until May 2021. 

 Cllr Howitt-Cowan gave an update on the re-emergence of 
devolution for Greater Lincolnshire with the possibility of local 
government changing to a unitary model. He shared the 
concerns of WLDC with the speed and the possible outcome. 

 He provided an update on the Woldgrain planning application. 
There is permission to operate six fans at any one time. If they 
wanted to increase that then special planning permission 
would need to be applied for. 

 WLDC had distributed £16.5m to 1,479 for the first tranche of 
support to businesses. An additional discretionary scheme 
had currently awarded £0.5m to 83 businesses. 

 A Parish Council boundary review would be taking place 
shortly. 
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 The West Lindsey lottery for good causes is beginning again 
in September 2020. 

 He gave an update of developments in Gainsborough. 
 Staff at WLDC had been working at home since Covid19 and 

meetings had been held through Microsoft teams. He will 
continue to send a monthly update. 
 

County Councillor update 
 An email update was read out at the meeting mentioning that 

remote meetings had taken place and she was scheduled to 
have her first walkabout, since lockdown, this week. 

 Work would commence on the Corringham Road junction 
early September and continue until December. 

 A community maintenance gang will be available in November 
and could any suggestions be sent to her. The vegetation on 
the footway on the A15 had been dealt with but the footpath 
from Caenby Corner to the post office could be improved. She 
already had the hedge at Hemswell Court on the list.  

 
Clerk update 

 The District Councillor had forwarded notification by the Police 
and Crime Commissioner that he was setting up a Youth 
Commission comprising 14 to 25 year olds. The Clerk to 
circulate the email. 

 
Business Items – Items requiring written notice 
 
7/2021 Finances 

A) Payments for approval 
 
 Resolved: 
  
That the following payments be approved for all payments made 
between April and July 2020: 
  

1) Total Accounting payroll £50 for payroll plus year end and 
pension work plus VAT. 

2) HP Inc Uk Limited (reimbursement for the Clerk for printer 
toner) £99.16 plus VAT. 

3) BHIB Insurance renewal £610.44. 
4) Smart Water annual renewal £99 plus VAT. 
5) CCTV monitoring for 2020/21 £1,000. 
6) 1&1 IONOS – various amounts £5.97 plus VAT (mailboxes), 

£5.94 (virus scan), £185.98 annual nationbuilder costs and 
£15.96 (domain costs). 

7) Open Plan for Neighbourhood Plan support - £3,101.76 plus 
VAT. 

8) LALC annual membership £222.14. 
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Council noted that the following payments were made between the 
last meeting of Council and this one for contractual reasons, legal 
reasons, following a decision of Council or were made through 
delegated powers: 
 

1) H. Reek Clerk Pay and Tax for April to June - £984.50 
2) Glendale Managed Services for April to June - £159.75 per 

month (plus VAT) 

B) Budget 2020/21 
 
Monthly budget monitoring reports had been emailed to Councillors 
and the budget position and bank reconciliation for periods 1 to 3 
(April to June) was ratified at the meeting. This included both the 
current account and reserves. 
 
C) Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 
2019/20 
 
Sections 1 and 2 of the Statement were considered and minuted 
separately. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
(1) That Teresa Granger be appointed as the Internal Auditor. 
(2) That it be noted that the Internal Auditor had signed off the 

accounts and internal control. 
(3) That the year-end accounts be approved and signed by the 

Chairman and Clerk. 
(4) That the Notice of Public Inspection take place between 

Monday 3 August and Thursday 17 September 2020. 
 

8/2021 Annual Governance Statement Section 1 
 
The Annual Governance Statement 2019/20 was considered by the 
Parish Council. The external auditor’s comments for last year’s audit 
were noted and corrective action taken. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
That Section 1 of the Statement be agreed and signed by the 
Chairman and Clerk. 
 

9/2021 Annual Governance Statement Section 2 
 
The Accounting Statement for 2019/20 was considered by the Parish 
Council. The external auditor’s comments for last year’s audit were 
noted and Section 2 was amended accordingly for this year’s 
statement. 
 



 Hemswell Cliff Parish Council - Minutes 5 

Minutes Verification. Signature: ………………….. Date: ………………….. 
 

 RESOLVED: 
 
That the accounting statement set out in Section 2 be agreed and 
signed by the Chairman and Clerk. 
 

10/2021 Contingency Planning 
A) Safety Statement  

 
RESOLVED: 
 
That no further meetings be held until advised by the National 
Association of Local Councils (NALC) unless there is a matter 
that is not delegated to the Clerk and it is necessary to 
convene a meeting. A schedule of meetings had been agreed 
and would be adhered to when advised. 
 

B) Suspension of Standing Orders 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Clerk continue to be given delegated authority, in 
consultation Chairman/Vice Chairman of the respective 
substantive Committees to: suspend any relevant Standing 
Order or Financial Regulation as necessary to ensure the 
smooth running and operation (wherever possible) of the 
Parish Council until the end of September 2020 unless 
circumstances dictate and we can convene scheduled 
meetings. The Clerk to compile and maintain a list of such 
suspensions and reasons which will be to be presented to a 
future meeting for scrutiny. 
 

C) Orders for Payment 
 

RESOLVED: 
 
That the Clerk be given delegated responsibility with the 
Chairman for the authorising and signing of payments and to 
put measures in place with robust transparency processes to 
ensure effective business continuation and to minimise impact 
on local service delivery with ratification by the Parish Council 
to be made at the earliest and safest opportunity.  
 

11/2021 Ball Park Maintenance 
 
The Parish Council had considered quotes from companies to 
maintain the ball park astro turf surface. The work had recently been 
completed and the Chairman reported that the company had given 
lots of advice and he had continued to clean off the moss on the 
outside. The Parish Council would determine when further 
maintenance would take place. 
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The Ball Park had been closed until recently with signs and tape. 
This, however, had been removed. Inspections and litter picking had 
been resumed. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
That the decision taken to award the contract for ball park 
maintenance to Synthetic Turf Maintenance at a cost of £395 for an 
initial visit be ratified. Further visits to be considered in due course. 
 

Next Ordinary Meeting – items not requiring written notice 
 
12/2021 Actions to be undertaken before the Next Ordinary meeting 

 
Cllr Shaw raised two issues about car parking on grass and rubbish 
blowing from the Sunday market. The Chairman would raise the first 
issue with WLDC and agreed to monitor the litter. 
 
It was also noted that straw had built up around Creampoke and 
Canberra Crescent. The Chairman to contact the straw company 
manager. 
 
GP/HR – Chase Derek Spicer for the last quote 
GP/HR – Speak with the person interested in the Facilities Inspector 
role 
GP – Report the horse/trolley/litter issue with WLDC 
GP/HR – Sign the AGAR and HR to send to the external auditors 
GP – Contact Marcourt regarding the straw 
GP – contact WLDC about the drain 
GP/HR – Publicise the exercise of public rights  
 

13/2021 Date and time of the next Ordinary Meeting 
 
The date and time of the next Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 
was confirmed as Monday 7 September 2020, starting at 7:30pm. 
The will take place in the Main Hall at Hemswell Cliff Primary School. 
The meeting was subject to being advised by NALC that meetings 
could resume. 
 

Meeting started at 7.30pm and closed at 8.48pm 
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