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  Hemswell Cliff Parish Council 
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 6 December 2021 in the 
Main Hall, Hemswell Cliff Parish Council. 

Present: Councillors Prestwood (Chairman), Hann, Kirman and Richardson. 

Parish Clerk H Reek 

Members of the Public – one. 

District Councillor Howitt-Cowan  
Hemswell Residents’ Company (HRC) – Tracy Williams and Mary Dixon 
West Lindsey District Council (WLDC) – Shayleen Towns 
Lincolnshire Police – PCSO Julie McFaul (for Minute 172/2122) 
 

Minute 
Number 

Item 

Procedural Items – items not requiring written notice 
 
167/2122 Apologies  

 
Apologies for absence and the reasons for were accepted from Cllrs Beevers, 
Shaw and Pattinson.  
 

168/2122 Declarations of Interest 
 
Councillor Prestwood in accounts. 
 

169/2122 Public Questions 
 
None. 
 

170/2122 Presentation from representatives of Global Berry 
 
The Chairman welcomed John Downes from Global Berry, Lynette Swinburn from 
Savils and Adam Duguid to the meeting to provide information on a proposal to 
grow strawberries at the Food Enterprise Zone. The site was 60 hectares; 30 of 
which would be glass houses. John Downes explained the proposal which was to 
become a carbon neutral growing operation; the first in the country. The company 
was keen to work with the community and even provide space for facilities. They 
were open to suggestions. Handouts were circulated at the meeting including the 
location on the FEZ. Adam Duguid explained that the site would be served by the 
AD Plant and other potential carbon neutral solutions. 
 
Lynette added that the planning application was being processed with pre-
application advice being sought from WLDC.  It was intended that a community 
drop in event would be held on Wednesday 12 January 2022 at the school. The 
Parish Council suggested a household leaflet drop to publicise the event. The 
Parish Council could share on social media. Details of the Trent-Cliff Gazette had 
already been provided. It was also intended to leaflet drop in surrounding villages. 
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The event would be 4pm to 9pm and there would be the opportunity to look at 
more detailed plans, ask questions and suggest community benefits. 
 

171/2122 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 1 November 2021  
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
That the minutes of the meeting be accepted as a true and proper record. 
 
All actions of the previous meeting had been completed except for: 
 
VK – Speak to Elite signs following information from HR. 
VK – purchase trees. 
 

172/2122 Police, crime and anti-social behaviour update 
 
PCSO Julie McFaul attended the meeting and gave a verbal update on reported 
crime in the previous month. There were three incidents not in the public interest 
and a further three isolated incidents relating to suspicious vehicles, driver 
window smashed and tyres left. 
 
A discussion about the Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) ensued. It was 
agreed that Shay Towns organise a meeting with the Police, WLDC and the Parish 
Council to discuss further.  
 

173/2122 District and County Councillor update 
 
Both Councillors had previously circulated a monthly update by email. Cllr Howitt-
Cowan added that there was a proposal for Government to fund Garden Waste 
collections from 2024 but no details were available. The Code of Conduct for 
Councillors was also being updated. He also had started campaigning to re-instate 
access to Kirton-in-Lindsey HRC site for Lincolnshire County Council residents. He 
had also taken the newly appointed WLDC Chief Executive on a tour of Hemswell 
Cliff. 
 

174/2122 WLDC Officers and HRC report 
 
The Chairman enquired that WLDC did not seem to be picking up abandoned 
rubbish on the estate. Shay and Cllr Howitt-Cowan to investigate further. 
 
Shay gave an update about removing street lights on the village green. She was 
advised to speak to the owners of the Sergeant’s Mess as to whether they may 
want to keep them as they controlled the electricity supply. She also added that 
there was a possibility of introducing Selective Licensing for private sector housing 
on the estate. Shay asked where possible, could she be contacted in advance of 
any issues so she could prepare a response for the meeting. 
 
Cllr Howitt-Cowan had been contacted by a resident on Minden Place about 
flooding. Tracy Williams responded that HRC had increased the capacity of 
soakaways which had improved but not stopped the flooding. It was agreed to 
contact Lincolnshire County Council’s highways about the drainage in relation to 
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the A631. There was also a photoshoot following the recent improvements to the 
play areas. 
 

175/2122 Chairman’s remarks 
 

 He reported that a mobile fish and chip van was visiting the village on 
Tuesdays. 

 There was a new mural at Astra Antiques. 
 

176/2122 Clerk’s report 
 

 She would send out the specification for next year’s Grass cutting 
including the play parks. 

 
177/2122 Update from the Parish Councillors 

 
Cllr Hann 
All matters were considered elsewhere on this agenda. 
 
Cllr Kirman 
She raised concerns about the temperature of the room. 
 
Cllr Richardson 
He had inspected the wreaths and flowers at the war memorial and they starting 
to wilt and would be removed in a couple of weeks. 
 

178/2122 Update from the Ball Park Committee 
 
The work with the moss removal was going well. He requested two more five 
litres of moss killer and some heavy duty strimmer line. The Clerk would order the 
products. LALC was organising inspection training in June 2022. 
 

179/2122 Update from the Allotments Committee 
 
The Allotments Committee would hold the next meeting during January/February 
2022. 
 

180/2122 Update from the Neighbourhood Plan Committee 
 

The draft Plan was now available and a zoom meeting of the Neighbourhood Plan 
Committee was to be held in the next couple of weeks to consider the 
amendments before recommending to the Ordinary Parish Council meeting. 
 

Business Items – Items requiring written notice 
 
181/2122 Finances 

A) Payments for approval 
 
 RESOLVED: 
  
That the following payments be approved during November 2021: 
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1) Total Accounting £37.50 plus VAT. 
2) Reimbursement to G. Prestwood for fuel £7.59 including VAT. 
3) Stuart Guy consulting - £2,266 plus VAT (WLDC contributed £1,300) 
4) Flowers By Design – wreaths £150. 

High-vis-vests to be dealt with separately. Council to note that the following 
payments were made between the last meeting of Council and this one for 
contractual or legal reasons, or made through delegated powers: 

 
1) Salaries for October £323.12. (Village Facilities Inspector still outstanding)  
2) Clerk Tax for October £80.80. 
3) Glendale Managed Services Grounds Maintenance for September £164.49 

plus VAT. 
 

C) Budget 2021/22 
 
The budget monitoring report for November 2021/22 (Period8) was circulated 
prior to the meeting by email.  Invoices for November and the bank statement for 
the current account was checked by Councillors at the meeting. 
 
D) Internal Audit 
 
The Parish Council agreed to appoint an internal auditor through LALC. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
(1) That the budget monitoring report for November (Period 8) be received. 
 
(2) That an Internal Auditor be appointed through LALC for 2021/22 at a cost 

of £118.75. 
 

182/2122 Risk Register 
 
The Parish Council considered an updated risk register. It was noted that the 
adoption of play parks was added to the register and a separate risk register 
would be available identifying the risks associated with the transfer. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
That the revised risk register be agreed. 
  

183/2122 Planning applications 
 
No new planning applications were considered at the meeting. Andy Gray from 
WLDC was contacting the Environment Agency about the Cleantech application. 
 

184/2122 Play Parks 
 
The Clerk and Shay Towns had drafted an action plan for the transfer of the play 
parks which was circulated prior to the meeting. A risk register would also be 
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produced. Shay confirmed that Lincolnshire County Council’s Shared Legal 
Services would represent the Parish Council and WLDC would pay the legal costs. 
 

185/2122 Straw on the roads 
 
Nothing further to report. 
 

186/2122 Village Signs 
 
The Clerk had received a quote from a graphic designer to replicate the picture. 
This was at a cost of £300. This would enable the Parish Council to have a copy of 
the picture that could be used for a number of purposes rather than just for the 
sign. The Clerk was asked to check the price difference if we had the graphics 
available and report back to the next meeting. 
 

187/2122 Platinum Celebrations 
 
Cllr Kirman requested support to the plant the trees. They would need to be 
planted before the end of February. It was noted that WLDC had issued grant 
funding for the Celebrations. 
 

188/2122 Review of number of Parish Councillors 
 
The Clerk had requested Electoral Registration for information on population, 
number of Parish Councillors and responsibilities for neighbouring Parish Councils. 
It was agreed to defer this action to the next meeting. 
  

189/2122 Co-option Policy 
 
The Parish Council considered a draft Co-option Policy. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
That the Co-option policy be adopted. 
 

Next Ordinary Meeting – items not requiring written notice 
 
190/2122 Actions to be undertaken before the Next Ordinary meeting 

 
HR – To investigate how other parishes purchase from amazon and ebay and seek 
clarification of the interpretation of the financial procedures. 
HR – Speak to Cllr Perraton-Williams and the Area Highways Manager about 
flooding at Minden Place. 
HR – Ask Andy Gray for an update from the Environment Agency. 
HR – Speak to Elite Signs about the costs if we had graphics available. 
GP/HR – Send requests to HR to purchase moss killer and strimmer. 
HR – Contact Simon about timesheet. 
VK – Speak to Elite signs following information from HR. 
HR – defer trees to the next meeting 
GP – Provide the Clerk with additional Grass cutting contact. 
ST – Organise a meeting about the PSPO. 
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HR – Instruct legal services to act on our behalf. 
HR – Send in form to LALC to commission an internal auditor. 
 

191/2122 Items for Inclusion on the next Ordinary Meeting Agenda 
 

 Platinum Celebrations 
 Neighbourhood Plan 
 Review of number of Parish Councillors 
 Precept 2022/23 

 
192/2122 Date and time of the next Ordinary Meeting 

 
The date and time of the Ordinary Parish Council meeting was confirmed as 
Monday 10 January 2022, starting at 7:30pm in the Main Hall or Room of 
Requirement at the School. 
 

Meeting started at 7.30pm and closed at 9.46 pm 

Document published on:  

Signed:  …………………………………………….. 

Print Name:  …………………………………………….. 

Date:   …………………………………………….. 
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