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Wind energy is one of the most environmentally friendly forms of 

electrical generation on the planet. That is because wind energy 

emits no air or water pollution, requires no mining or drilling 

for fuel, uses virtually no water, and creates no hazardous or 

radioactive waste. Clean, renewable wind energy also displaces 

harmful emissions from fossil fuel power plants and offsets carbon 

emissions, making it a safer generation option for people, wildlife, 

and natural ecosystems. 

National Wildlife Organizations Support 
Wind Energy
Properly sited wind energy projects protect birds and wildlife by 

producing no dangerous pollutants or carbon emissions. According 

to the Audubon Society’s website:

“Audubon strongly supports properly sited wind power as a 

renewable energy source that helps reduce the threat posed to birds 

and people by climate change. However, we also advocate that wind 

power facilities should be planned, sited, and operated in ways that 

minimize harm to birds and other wildlife…”

To ensure that our projects are responsibly sited for wildlife, Apex 

conducts environmental impact studies for every project. We 

coordinate with federal and state wildlife agencies to make sure that 

our projects are sited in areas where impacts to birds or bats are 

minimized and appropriately mitigated if necessary.

In 2012, the National Wildlife Federation, ConservAmerica, and 116 

other sportsmen, business, and conservation groups signed a letter 

asking Congress to support renewable energy projects around the country. 

While birds do occasionally collide with turbine blades, modern wind farms are far less harmful to birds than buildings, communication 

towers, power lines, and vehicles. In fact, turbines account for only a small fraction, about 0.0003%, of all human-related bird deaths.

Wind Energy Has No Known Impact on Deer Population or Hunting
Just as deer adapt to the construction of new homes and buildings and other new sights and sounds near their habitats, the deer 

population also becomes accustomed to wind farms. It is not uncommon to find deer and other wildlife feeding or resting near the bases 

of turbines. Cattle, horses, goats, and other livestock are also 100% compatible with wind energy technology.

Wind Energy Reduces Air Pollution
In 2012, wind energy offset 87,000 metric tons of SO2 and 61,000 metric tons of NOx, dangerous particulate air pollutants that are 

associated with conventional electric generation.* In addition, wind turbines installed in the United States through 2012 will displace 

nearly 100 million metric tons of carbon dioxide annually.* That’s the equivalent of removing over 17 million cars from the road. This 

carbon savings helps birds and wildlife by minimizing the worst impacts of climate change, which according to scientists could threaten 

between one-quarter and one-half of all bird species.

* American Wind Energy Association

WIND ENERGY AND 
WILDLIFE

info@heritagewindpower.com  |  585.563.5137  |  heritagewindpower.com  |  apexcleanenergy.com

Source: North American Bird Conservation Initiative U.S. Committee, The State 
of the Birds 2014, U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington, DC (2014), p. 11.
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World’s Top Serial Bird Killers Put Infamous 
Windmills to Shame 
 
By: Tom Randall 
April 21, 2014 
 

Pity the birds. 

As if cats weren’t bad enough, humans have invented all sorts of torture 

devices for our winged friends. We’ve paved over their nesting sites to make 

room for Olive Gardens and have broken up their skyscapes with glass 

buildings and radio towers. 

Then came the most infamous bird killer of all: the wind turbine. As you can 

see in the chart below, these sky blenders top the list. 

 

 
Source: U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and Vestas Wind Systems 



Just kidding. Windmills aren’t the biggest serial killer, but are instead the 

smallest threat to birds worthy of mention, on par with airplanes. Turbines are 

responsible for as little as one percent of the deaths caused by the next 

smallest killer, communications towers. 

You would hardly know this by reading Twitter or scanning the comments on 

any news article about wind power. Here’s a sampling from the gaggle of bird 

commenters on the story I wrote a few weeks ago about broken records in U.S. 

wind power: 

“I assume a record number of bats and birds will be killed again.” 

“Wind is OK for some areas. A lot of birds will get wiped out though. Then we 

will see what happens.” 

“How many bats and birds did they slaughter this year?” 

“Mass murdering devices” 

The estimates above are used in promotional videos by Vestas Wind Systems, 

the world's biggest turbine maker. However, they originally came from a study 

by the U.S. Forest Serviceand are similar to numbers used by the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service and the Wildlife Society -- earnest defenders of birds and bats. 

No matter whose estimates you use, deaths by turbine don’t compare to cats, 

cars, power lines or buildings. It’s almost as if there’s been a concerted effort 

to make people think wind turbines are more menacing than they actually are. 

This perception can delay project permitting. An expansion of the world's 

largest offshore wind farm was r ecently scrapped after the U.K. would have 

required a three-year bird study. Only recently did the U.S. Interior 

Department loosen restrictions on wind farms, which according to the Wildlife 
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Society kill dozens of federally protected eagles and about 573,000 birds a 

year. Other manmade killers take out almost a billion. 

Be warned: bird deaths from wind turbines are likely to increase as wind 

power continues tobreak new records. Also, turbines keep getting bigger, and 

as you might expect, a massive bird of prey like the Bald Eagle is more likely to 

get into a tangle with a 700-foot-tall turbine than a housecat. Bald Eagles, for 

goodness sake!  

 

It’s nice for wind-farm planners to take migration patterns and endangered 

habitats into account. But even if wind turbines were to double in size and 

provide 100 percent of our energy needs (both of which defy the laws of 

physics as we currently understand them), they still wouldn’t compare to the 

modern scourges of high-tension power lines or buildings with glass windows. 

Not even close. 

The alternative to renewable energy sources like wind and solar is to burn ever 

more fossil fuels. Animals are threatened by those, too, including North 

America’s most common hairless mammal: the human. Roughly 20,000 of 

these moderately-intelligent animals die prematurely each year from air 

pollution from coal and oil, according to a study ordered by Congress. 

Pity the humans. 
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