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13 January 2021 
  

 Our Ref: MC2020/27955/MS  

Dear colleagues,  
 
Thank you for your correspondence of 10 December to the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media 
and Sport, the Rt Hon Oliver Dowden CBE MP, on behalf of the live events industry. I am responding as 
the Minister for Digital and Culture. Please accept my apologies for the delay in replying to you. 
 
We recognise that the live events industry and its supply chain has been severely impacted by COVID-
19. We continue to meet with stakeholders, including through the Visitor Economy Working Group and 
the Events Industry Senior Leaders Advisory Panel, to discuss the specific issues facing the industry.  
 
As you are aware, the Secretary of State announced an unprecedented £1.57 billion support package 
for the cultural sector which will benefit the music sector by providing support to venues and many other 
cultural organisations to stay open and continue operating. So far, over £1 billion has been announced 
from the Culture Recovery Fund for over 3,000 cultural organisations across England, a substantial 
proportion of which has gone to the music sector. This funding will provide targeted support to 
organisations including venues, festivals and theatres. 
 
The Self-Employed Income Support Scheme has been extended until April 2021 and has been made 
more generous, with individuals able to receive 80% of their average trading profits for the period 
November to January. The Government is providing the same level of support for the self-employed as 
is being provided for employees through the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme, which has also been 
extended until April 2021. 
 
In addition, more businesses will be able to access additional support as deadlines for applications for 
government-backed loan schemes and the Future Fund have been further extended until 31 January 
2021. 
 
We are aware of the concerns which have been raised about the potential challenge of securing 
insurance for live events. My officials have been working closely with the affected sectors to understand 
the challenges and to keep the situation under review. Understandably, the bar for considering 
Government intervention is set extremely high, especially in light of recent announcements including the 
considerable extension to the furlough scheme and local business support. The government is not yet 
convinced by the evidence presented to date that insurance intervention is the right vehicle of support 
for the events sector nor that this is the right time to consider it. The evidence of market failure specific 
to DCMS sectors must be clearly demonstrated and robust. I continue to discuss this issue and the 
evidence base for intervention with both sector stakeholders and HM Treasury. 
 
The Prime Minister has announced a national lockdown in England and instructed people to stay at 
home to control the virus, protect the NHS and save lives. From Wednesday 6 January, people will only 
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be able to leave their homes for a limited number of reasons and some businesses will be required to 
close in order to reduce social contact. During these restrictions, live events will not be permitted to take 
place with an audience. Professional training, rehearsals and performances without an audience for 
broadcast or recording purposes may continue. Guidance on performances can be found here. 
 
Guidance on reopening for DCMS sectors in relation to COVID-19 can be accessed here. On 23 
November, the Prime Minister set out the government’s Winter Plan, which can be found here. More 
information about the current measures and how they may affect you, can be found here and here.  
 
We are also offering businesses who face a drop in demand for their services and possible cash flow 
issues generous terms for the repayment of deferred taxes and government-backed loans. We will give 
all businesses that borrowed under the Bounce Back Loan Scheme the option to repay their loan over a 
period of up to ten years. This will reduce their average monthly repayments on the loan by almost half. 
We also intend to allow Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme lenders to extend the term of a 
loan up to ten years, providing additional flexibility for UK-based SMEs who may otherwise be unable to 
repay their loans. 
 
You can find the most up-to-date information on the government's business support packages here. Any 
further steps to support the economy will be dependent on the state of the epidemic at the time and the 
trajectory of cases being stable or remaining in decline. I would urge you to revisit these websites in 
order to keep up to date with any new developments.  
 
We are committed to continuing to work with the event and cultural sectors to understand the difficulties 
they face and help them access support through these challenging times and through recovery. I chair 
the Events and Entertainment Working Group where I discuss issues directly with stakeholders across 
the creative and cultural sector, which is critical in informing how we approach support in the future. 
 
I hope you find this information useful. 
 

With best wishes, 

    
Caroline Dinenage MP 

Minister of State for Digital and Culture 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/working-safely-during-coronavirus-covid-19/performing-arts
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/guidance-for-dcms-sectors-in-relation-to-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-winter-plan/covid-19-winter-plan-summary
https://www.gov.uk/search/all
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus/business-support

