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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Using Energy Prudently: A Workshop on Saving Green by Being Green,  

March 24 at New Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Church 

Merrillville – March 1, 2018 — From the Pope to the Southern Baptist Convention, faith leaders 

across the globe have issued urgent calls to care for God’s creation, our global neighbors and future 

generations by conserving energy. Hoosier congregations are answering these calls. Two years ago 

New Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Church and Progressive Community Church joined three other 

faith communities from Gary to Jeffersonville in applying for state grant funds to install solar panels 

on their church roofs. These five congregations—including also a Friends Meeting, a Disciples of 

Christ church, and a Presbyterian congregation—installed a total of more than 58 kW of solar 

panels, enough to supply one-third to one-half of each church’s electrical power. 

But it’s not all about solar. Members of the churches have been working hard to reduce their 

buildings’ energy bills—saving more money for their mission budgets—by adding insulation, 

changing lighting, and installing high-efficiency HVAC and appliances. In addition, many of their 

members have been working to conserve energy at home.  

Pastor T. Brian Hill of New Ebenezer Church said of these efforts, “They exemplify the kind of 

holistic stewardship called for by our Christian faith and practice—stewardship of this world God 

made and gave us to call our home, and stewardship of the resources we've been given to use in 

bringing God's good news to our neighbors near and far.” 

 

These churches partnered with Hoosier Interfaith Power & Light, a creation care organization that 

works statewide to educate about environmental matters both practical and theological, and help 

congregations of all faiths to establish green ministries, conserve energy in worship buildings and 

homes, and advocate for policies that benefit Indiana’s environmental standing.  

Now, in cooperation with Hoosier IPL, the congregations are cohosting a workshop called Using 

Energy Prudently—a practical workshop about the energy systems in worship buildings and the 
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ways property committees, green teams, and other congregational leadership can make energy bill 

cuts as deep as 25% or more with simple technologies with relatively quick payback periods. The 

workshop will take place Saturday, March 24, 10am to 3pm at New Ebenezer Missionary Baptist 

Church, 305 East 68th Place, Merrillville, Indiana. 

Pastor Curtis Whittaker of Progressive Community Church said….Again, your own words!  

Ray Wilson, Hoosier IPL’s board vice chair and an expert in energy conservation and renewable 
energy who will be leading the workshop, said, “Helping Indiana congregations conserve energy is 
some of the most rewarding work I have ever done. It is in my genes, as an engineer and 
environmental advocate, both to reduce waste and to save money.”  

Registrants will receive lunch as well as a notebook of helpful practical information. Normally the 

cost of these workshops is $20-$25, but the host congregations would like to make this workshop 

more available by making it free for registered participants. For more information or to register, go 

to www.hoosieripl.org and click on “Using Energy Prudently,” or find the workshop on the calendar 

page.  
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