
Hoosier Solar Initiative:   

Jumpstart Solar in Your Community  

Solarize programs speed solar uptake by making it easy and affordable. This 

program equips local teams to implement solarize programs. Your team will 

receive all it needs - tools, training and support – to grow solar in your community. 

What makes solarize programs so effective? 

Many people like the idea of having panels on their homes but feel daunted by 

their lack of knowledge about solar or worry that solar may not be a sound 

investment. Others don’t know how - or can’t make the time - to find a reputable 

solar contractor or fear that they’ll receive a poor price or product. Still others may 

not see going solar as something that regular folks do.  Solarize programs hasten 

solar uptake by addressing these issues: they engage a large number of people to 

go solar, conveniently provide them with just the information they need, and 

ensure that they receive quality equipment at a good price. 

Is a solarize programs the same as a group purchase? No. The solarize program 

selects one or two reputable contractors that have proposed the best combination of 

price and quality for participating homes.  But the contractor offers a solar bid directly 

to the individual homeowner - who can accept or reject that bid. 

Will your solarize program lead to dozens of new solar households? Yes, over 

time. Households that go solar create a snowball effect. In Columbus’ first solarize 

program, six households went solar. In Phase II, twelve did. Similarly in Bloomington.  

We’ll provide your team with everything it needs to succeed. You’ll receive tools to promote and 

implement a solarize program – a sample press release, brochure, letter of intent and more. Individual 

team members will participate in a webinar about how to promote the program and the whole team 

will participate in a hands-on nuts and bolts training for teams from across the state. Your team will 

see how to present the program, develop and get feedback on an implementation plan, and watch an 

actual program kickoff. And, you’ll be able to ask for guidance from people with solar experience. 

 So, what should we do right now to participate? 

Assemble your team, at least five to seven people with a mix of admin., 

technical, financial, marketing, and training skills – including, if at all 

possible, a high-level person in city government. Need help? Let us know.  

Let us know which team member(s) will take the lead on 

promoting the program. We’ll provide them with info and tools to get 

started. Contact mhirschland@gmail.com. 

Schedule your three promotional meetings – with the first taking place by June 28th - and 

get the word out. We’ll help you with promotional materials – no reinventing wheels!  

Arrange for your entire team to join us for an engaging soup-to-nuts training: 10:30 AM to 

4:15 PM, Saturday June 24th. Teams driving in from the south: Start the day easy. We’re happy to 

arrange lodging in private homes in Bloomington (and a short solar neighborhood tour) for the night 

of Friday, June 23. 
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