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For immediate release: Jane Hansen Prize for History Advocacy winner

The History Council of Victoria is delighted to announce that the inaugural winner of the  Jane Hansen

Prize for History Advocacy is Sue Thompson.

Sue has been an active member and long-serving President of the Lilydale and District Historical Society

and of the Museum of Lilydale (now the Yarra Ranges Regional Museum). Sue has written and/or

co-ordinated the publication of approximately 40 books, walking tours and education kits for the Society.

Sue’s energy in advocating history has never abated. She is a respected public speaker on historical

topics. She has embraced new technologies and their ability to reach new audiences, having developed

and maintained two important websites. She has also been a passionate advocate of history and heritage

values to the Shire of Yarra Ranges. In 2019, Sue became the local champion for the Value of History

Statement published by the History Councils of Australia, gaining recognition of it from the Yarra Ranges

Council.

Emeritus Professor Peter McPhee AM, History Council of Victoria Chair: ‘We were gratified to receive a

large number of nominations for this prize, from people and organisations who share our commitment

to the value of historical knowledge and who seek to inspire others to share that commitment. The prize

certainly seems to be seen as valuable recognition of great work, as we hoped.’

Jane Hansen AO: ‘Sue is an outstanding example of why I supported the establishment of this prize. As I

am sure we would all agree it is vital to continue to raise broad awareness of the importance and

relevance of history - as we look to the past for answers today and guidance tomorrow.’

Sue Thompson: ‘I’m a little overwhelmed at the honour the History Council of Victoria and Jane Hansen

has just given me. I accept it on behalf of all those people throughout Victoria who actively promote the

value of history in their communities.’
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About the Jane Hansen Prize for History Advocacy
The Prize was established in 2020 to recognise the efforts of a group or individual that has advocated for

the value of history, the work of historians and/or the importance of an education in history. The prize is

named in honour of Ms Jane Hansen AO whose passion for history and its advocacy is widely

acknowledged. Ms Hansen has provided generous philanthropic support for history and historians in a

number of organisations, including the History Council of Victoria.

An annual prize of $500 is offered. Winners will also be recognised with a certificate, acknowledgement

via the HCV’s publications and social media, and year-long membership to the HCV Friends. The Prize is

an annual event, with nominations open from February to June, and awarded in conjunction with our

Annual Lecture in October each year.

Contact
Alicia Cerreto

Executive Officer

0422519322

info@historycouncilvic.org.au

Links
https://www.historycouncilvic.org.au/jane_hansen_prize_for_history_advocacy
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