
LINE 3 PIPELINE ABANDONMENT: 
What You Need To Know

SUMMARY:   
Enbridge’s Line 3 Pipeline ships Tar Sands crude from Alberta to Superior, WI, spanning over 300 miles across North-
ern Minnesota, crossing the Red Lake, Leech Lake and Fond du Lac reservations and the l855 and l842 treaty areas.  
Line 3 was built in l96l and now has significant structural integrity problems.  Enbridge’s latest public estimates indicate 
over 900 integrity “anomalies” in the pipeline.  Instead of fixing it or removing it, they want simply to abandon the 
pipeline and build a new one, the Line 3 Replacement, in the Sandpiper corridor.  The State of Minnesota has absolutely 
no regulatory guidelines for pipeline abandonment.   Although Enbridge receives powers of eminent domain to build its 
pipelines, they are not required to assume any responsibility for them when they die.  They are allowed to leave behind 
trash that, according to Minnesota law, constitutes an underground storage tank.  Tribal members, homeowners, local 
businesses, and people across the north are standing up to say no.

DEATH OF A PIPELINE:
Enbridge has gathered extensive integrity data on Line 3 
throughout its operation. The data shows a high number of 
integrity anomalies – specifically, corrosion and long seam 
cracking.  As a result of these anomalies, Line 3 has experi-
enced a number of failures during its 54 years of history. As 
a result, Line 3 requires a high level of integrity monitoring 
and an extensive on-going integrity dig and repair program 
to maintain safe operation. Approximately 4,000 integrity 
digs in the US alone are currently forecasted for Line 3 over 
the next 15 years, just to maintain its current level of opera-
tion. This would result in year-after-year impacts to land-
owners and the environment.  

REGULATORY FAILURE (AGAIN):
At the state level, there are no abandonment guidelines or 
definitions for intrastate gas, liquids, or oil pipelines. Any 
mention of abandonment of pipeline procedures follows the federal guidelines for disconnecting from active gas service 
and purging of any hazardous substance.   If Enbridge is not required to remove the pipeline and restore the damaged 
ecosystems, there may never be a full accounting of the on-going and future contamination surrounding the pipeline.  
This contamination would become the responsibility of nearby landowners, if discovered. Additionally, Enbridge has 
stated they plan to fill the pipelines with nitrous oxide.  This would constitute an underground storage tank according to 
Minnesota Statute § 103I.681 

PIPELINE ABANDONMENT IN CANADA:
The US has vague and inadequate laws on pipeline abandonment, but the Canadian Energy Board has a pipeline 
abandonment guidance document. It includes info on pipeline corrossion and soil subsidence, reccommending any 
pipeline owner/operator considering the abandonment of a pipeline to conduct a professional, site-specific analysis to 
evaluate potential impact.   Potential sources of soil and groundwater contamination include: 
	 •	substances	produced	in	the	reservoir	and	deposited	on	the	walls	of	the	pipeline;
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	 •	treatment	chemicals	in	the	pipeline;	
	 •	the	line	pipe	and	associated	facilities;	
	 •	pipeline	coatings	and	their	degradation	products;	
	 •	historical	leaks	and	spills;	
	 •	possible	PCB	contamination,	from	lubricants.
The document also discusses the enormous hydrological 
impact of abandoning a pipeline, which can transform over 
time into water conduits.  Eventually, corrosion allows water 
to enter the pipe, which leads to unnatural drainage of areas 
such as muskegs, sloughs, or marshes, affecting the natural 
balance of the ecosystem and increasing the risk of soil and 
water contamination, especially in wetlands.  Any water that 
infiltrates the pipeline is likely to carry residual contaminants 
left in the abandoned pipeline as it flows. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS ON LINE 3:
There is no regulatory process for the proposed aban-
donment of Line 3, so the public should voice their 
concerns at the MN Public Utilities Commission’s public 
hearings on the new Line 3 construction permit, and 
recorded in that docket.   Public hearings will be held 
in August 11-26, in 11 different towns across Northern 
Minnesota.  See our website for details (honorearth.
org/events) or the PUC website (mn.gov/puc).   The 
Certificate of Need docket is CN-14-916 and the Route 
Permit docket is PPL-15-137.  Comments are accepted 
through September 30, 2015.  Always Include docket numbers!  There are 4 ways to submit: 
 1.  Online: mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities/#comment
 2.  Email to jamie.macalister@state.mn.us
 3.  Fax to 651-539-0109 
 4.  mail to:  Jamie MacAlister, Environmental Review Manager, Minnesota Department of Commerce
          85 7th Place East, Suite 500, St. Paul MN 55101

Tribal governments, environmental organizations, and citizens continue to intervene in the Sandpiper/Line 3 
corridor.  We expect federal intervention and a protracted legal and regulatory battle over the coming years.

OTHER WAYS TO TAKE ACTION: 
1.  Stay informed.  Follow us on facebook + our website, come to our events this summer, contact us.
2.  Speak out:  Contact your tribal leaders, your City Councilmembers, County Commissioners, and especially 
Governor Mark Dayton (651-201-3400).   Tell them they have a responsibility to protect Minnesota’s precious 
resources, honor our treaties, and work with tribal governments.  
3.  Connect with your local environmental groups or faith communities.  
4.  Support our work by donating thru our website,, or signing up for a monthly contribution.  
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in Williston, ND.    In the last 2 years, over 300 pipeline spills went unreported in North Dakota 
alone!  A full rupture of the Sandpiper would release over 20,000 gallons of oil per minute, making 
million-gallon spills entirely possible.  Smaller spills are harder to detect and can last for days.

• Refusal to Respond Appropriately: 
In the past MN legislative session, Enbridge lobbied agressively against legislation that would 
improve disaster response, and refused to agree with many reasonable measures that would improve 
preparedness, prevention, containment, and cleanup.

•  Treaty Rights Violations:  
The US government has a responsibility under federal law to honor the rights guaranteed to tribal 
members in their treaties.  The proposed pipelines would violate the treaty rights of the Anishinaabeg 
by endangering primary areas of hunting, fishing, wild rice harvest, medicinal plant harvest, and 
organically certified wild rice crops outlined in the l867, l855 and l854 treaty areas.  The US Supreme 
Court has upheld the rights of native peoples to hunt, fish, and subsist off the land.  An important 
February 2015 decision by the US 8th Circuit Court of Appeals upheld the rights of Ojibwe people 
to hunt and sell fish in the 1855 treaty area.  These pipelines threaten the culture, way of life, and 
physical survival of the Ojibwe people.  

•  Property Rights and Insurance:
If Enbridge is granted the Certificate of Need for this pipeline (decision in April/May), it will receive 
powers of eminent domain, on grounds that it is a public utility providing a public benefit.  This would 
allow them to take the property needed to build these new pipelines, without landowner consent, just 
as governments do to build roads and other public infrastructure.  This is a problem: Enbridge is a 
private Canadian corporation that will earn billions of dollars in profit by carrying privately owned oil 
for a limited number of privately owned oil companies.  Enbridge is now suing North Dakota farmer 
James Botsford for his land, and the case may set the precedent for their use of eminent domain.  In 
the process, Botsford found that no insurance company would insure his farm in case of a spill, and 
that is after an Enbridge clean up.

GET INVOLVED:
Some feel that the Sandpiper is inevitable.  We know that is false.  We can stop this pipeline, but we 
have to work together.  Here are action steps you can take today:
1.  Stay informed:  Follow us on facebook, use resources on our website, come to events, & contact us.   
2. Speak out:  Contact the Public Utilities Commission, your tribal leaders, your City Councilmembers, 
your County Commissioners, and Governor Mark Dayton.  This is a state-wide public policy issue.  
3.  Get connected:  Get involved with your local environmental groups or faith communities.  
4.  Support our work by donating thru our website.  
  

Visit our website for articles, videos, and 
resources to stay informed and organize:


