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“We are a part of everything that is beneath us, above us and 
around us. Our past is our present, our present is our future, and 
our future is seven generations past and present. 

– Haudenosaunee teaching
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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR:

It is a great beauty which surrounds us… Beauty before, beauty behind and 

we are as humans beautiful, if we choose to be. 

Honor the Earth had an amazing journey this past year. The most trying of times, 
as we lost some of the greatest of leaders in our Indigenous community, yet this 
was also a time when we were reminded of the mettle we were made of, and 
what we as an organization were formed to do for our people, and our land. 

We remembered who we were and our lessons:

  Beautiful and committed artists and musicians came together with a vision 
for honoring the earth.These musicians, whose songs warm our hearts in 
the hardest of times and lift our spirits helped us through. These artists, 
whose beauty and clarity of vision spoke more than a thousand words con-
tinue to lend their hands and art for Mother Earth. We are grateful.

  We remembered that if you do not fight you do not win. You do not even 
have a chance to win. So we took up some battles when asked by our com-
munities. Or we continued some battles and won this past round for Mother 
Earth in a couple of them. And we remembered where we came from as an 
organization - the defense of our Mother Earth brought us together, and the 
knowledge that it takes all peoples to join together in this work. 

  We remembered to honor the sacred. The sacredness of the Salmon and the 
rivers of the Wintu, the sacredness of San Francisco Peaks and the sacred-
ness of the Miskwaabik Child – the copper child of Lake Superior. And we 
worked to support those who defended the sacred. 

    And, we know that the future genera-
tions are counting absolutely on our 
vision and work today to make it pos-
sible for them to survive. That means 
that we must take responsibility for good 
technological choices in energy, and in 
restoring our food systems so that our 
people may control their lives, protect 
the environment, and eat well. 

  We did all of this, and we supported 
our communities. We allocated over 
$160,000 to Native Organizations. 

We are incredibly thankful to be able to do this work. And we are incredibly 
thankful to all of you for supporting us in these trying times. And, during this, 
of all times, we embarked on a bold restructuring of our organization - joining 
forces with our reservation based sister organization - the White Earth Land 
Recovery Project, as a training center for much of the work we do, and as the 
host for our offices. We also began the process of building out a lateral set of 
relationships with Indigenous and allied organizations who share the same vi-
sion - because that is the only way to move ahead in these times. 

Thank you again for believing in us, and joining us in our work for Mother Earth. 

Winona LaDuke 
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OUR MISSION:

Honor the Earth’s mission is to create awareness and support for Native envi-

ronmental issues and to develop needed financial and political resources for 

the survival of sustainable Native communities. We develop these resources by 

using music, the arts, the media and Indigenous wisdom to ask people to rec-

ognize our joint dependency on the Earth and be a voice for those not heard.

Honor the Earth is a nineteen year old Indigenous led advocacy and re-grant-
ing foundation which has extensively utilized the media, arts and music as a 
tool in our organizing work. Our strategy has focused on the understanding 
that Indigenous environmental justice organizations and a movement need 
more than money to change our situation, yet financial resources are essential 
and must be buttressed significantly.

Our work involves strategic public education work, media, advertising, music, 
promotion of critical thinking and more recently, the promotion of the essential 
intellectual capital for a green economy. During the course of our work, we’ve 
been able to successfully oppose a number of destructive projects, in con-
cert with Indigenous and environmental organizations. These include nuclear 
waste dump proposals (Skull Valley Goshute), coal fired power plants (Big 
Stone Two - Sisseton and White Earth), and coal bed methane exploitation, 
as a few examples. We’ve testified at statewide hearings (Green Economy in 
Minnesota, and the New Mexico Carbon Cap hearing), written briefing materi-
als for the United Nations and federal hearings, written hundreds of articles 
and pieces of literature which have been distributed throughout Native and 

other communities. We’ve produced significant literature, particularly on the 
Green Economy (Tribal Sustainable Communities, and Green Economics for 
Brown People), and this last year, wrote and distributed 2000 copies thus far 
of The Militarization of Indian Country. 

We have initiated and carried out solar thermal, solar photovoltaic and wind 
power installations in five communities, and are looking to do more of this 
work. We’ve hosted many gatherings, and presented at hundreds of events 
in tribal and non tribal communities, as well as been able to carry out political 
work through musical events - ranging from 80 benefit concerts, often featur-
ing the Indigo Girls (one in 2011 and two in 2012), and many other musicians. 
We have re-granted approximately $3 million to Native American front line 
communities, and been in concert with many organizations to make a better 
and more sustainable future. This past year, we were also part of the defeat of 
the Mega Loads, intended to carry large machinery from a Pacific Coast port 
(the machinery is made in Korea) to the Alberta Tar Sands. 

This involved a good deal of ground work and meetings with the Nez Perce 
Tribe and finally resulted in a victory at the end of the year. And, in early 2012, 
after a year of building grassroots oppostion, and two decades of focus on this 
issue prior to that, we joined with our allies in northern Wisconsin to celebrate 
the defeat of the largest proposed taconite mines in North America, one which 
would devastate the Bad River Ojibwe reservation and Lake Superior. We are 
very proud of our work. 
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ADVISORY BOARD:

This year, we had some major transition on our advisory board, and we are 
still transitioning. We’ve been very fortunate to have committed board mem-
bers, and in 2012, we added new board members: 

Paul Demain, Indian Country Communications , News from Indian Coun-
try- CEO, Lac Courte Orielles Ojibwe.

Robert Gough, Intertribal Council on Utility Policy, Rosebud reservation, 
South Dakota. 

Shannon Martin, Executive Director, Ziibwing Cultural Center- Saginaw 
Chippewa reservation, Anishinaabe and Potowatami.

Cynthia Perez, Chicana, La Pena Cultural Center and Indigenous Wom-
en’s Network, Austin , Texas.

Amy Ray, Indigo Girls, Atlanta, Georgia.

Emily Saliers, Indigo Girls, Atlanta Georgia 

ADVISORY BOARD

ADMINISTRATIVE AND OFFICE CHANGES

In November and December of 2011, Honor the Earth consolidated offices 
to the White Earth reservation in northern Minnesota, where it will be housed 
in the (soon to be) wind powered school in Callaway Minnesota, owned by 
the  the White Earth Land Recovery Project. This has been a long time dream 
of our community, to have a national foundation on the reservation. We had 
major board and staff changes during this period, and are now in the process 
of completing strategic planning for 2012 and beyond, with new staff and a 
redesigned organization. 

We are very grateful for your support in 2011, and hope you will join us in 
2012 as we work to create a transition from a fossil fuel and nuclear economy 
towards a revitalized land-based sustainable economy in Native America and 
beyond. 

AKNOWLEDGEMENTS:

This past year, two committed staff left Honor the Earth, for a new path, Nellis 
Kennedy-Howard, who now lives in Sante Fe New, Mexico and works with the 
Sierra Club and Tom Reed, who continues to live in Minneapolis and works for 
American Public Radio. 

Special thanks to Smart Set, Inc., Waseyabin Kapashesit, Teresa LaDuke, 
Robert Jenkins and Montana Picard for their work.
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ABOUT MUSIC AND ART: 

The Indigo Girls are Co-Founders of Honor the Earth, with Winona LaDuke 
and the Indigenous Women’s Network. We came together in l992, some twen-
ty years ago, because we shared a vision that Indigenous peoples, musicians 
and their allies could work together to transform consciousness and leverage 
the resources necessary for change. What was true then is also true now. 
In May of 2011, Amy and Emily asked Winona to join with them at a benefit 
for the Atlanta based Women’s Action for New Direction (WAND), particularly 
focused on the reboot of the nuclear industry, and Georgia Power’s proposal 
for new nuclear power plants. The concert featured and supported grassroots 
efforts in Georgia, as the front lines of what some have called the Nuclear 
Renaissance. We prefer to view it as a huge waste of money and a dangerous 
path. Based on massive taxpayer subsidies, the Obama Administration has 

moved to finance, license or relicense two nuclear power plants, continuing a 
scorched path which we have opposed for thirty years. All together the proj-
ects will cost $14 billion. 

There have been no new nuclear power plants licensed in the US for some 
30 years because they are too expensive, too dangerous, and people oppose 
them. None of this has changed, yet a combination of political pressure dur-
ing climate change legislation, and the utilities’ hope for collective amnesia, 
nuclear proponents successfully lobbied for government subsidies totaling 
$5.5 billion in federal loan guarantees.

We stood with the courageous people of Georgia, under the banner of 
Women’s Action for New Direction, knowing that 70% of the world’s uranium 
supplies underlay Indigenous territories, and the fact that every proposal for 
storing nuclear waste has involved Indigenous territories. We know also that a 
reboot of the industry is lethal. In addition to the boondoggle of this last round 
of subsidies, the total federal budget approved for nuclear energy for 2013 will 
be $11.5 billion dollars. This represents a 4.9 percent increase from last year’s 
number and includes $7.58 billion that will be used to implement the Presi-
dent’s strategy for the stewardship of the nuclear weapons stockpile in coordi-
nation with the Department of Defense. $2.24 billion will be used for facility op-
eration, maintenance, and construction projects, including the modernization 
of facilities that have been in use since the Cold War. Nuclear power means 
new uranium mines in Indigenous territories, and we stand with our Lakota, 
Havasupai, Dene and Dine communities in opposing uranium mining. 
We continued this opposition in a Earth Island Institute sponsored debate 
between our Executive Director Winona LaDuke and Stewart Brand on nuclear 
power and technology. That debate, carried on the internet, was in front of a 
sold-out crowd and allowed us to present economic, technological and cultural 
teachings about a sustainable path to future energy needs. 
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MUSIC AND ART

Actor and long time friend Peter Coyote was in the audience, and closed the 
evening with these remarks:

“…In the light of such risk, which will be enduring 

forever. The UN just came out with a report that 

908,000 died as a result of Chernobyl. So in the 

light of this risk, why are you not willing to enter-

tain all the prior precautionary steps of changing 

the culture: reducing consumption, retrofitting, 

changing our life, making that a contest, making 

it a dance and a challenge rather than continu-

ing a model of centralized power, centralized selling and keeping the rest of us 

consumers at the risk of the entire biosphere….” 

Our second amazing benefit concert was on 
Madeline Island at Tom’s Burned Down Café. 
This is an unusual event as it’s an annual cel-
ebration of Winona’s birthday, held primarily to 
honor the earth and all who live there. Madeline 
Island, or Monikawaaning Minis is the center of 
the southern Ojibwe territory, and a very sacred 
place to the Anishinaabe people. And, on this 
island we have some great friends. Prudence 
Johnson joined some awesome local musicians 
including Dina Sullivan to sing to our people. And 
this year, we were blessed with Medicine for the 

People who followed us back to the White Earth reservation after supporting 
our organization and the struggle against mining in northern Wisconsin. Back 
on White Earth, they played a concert at the Pine Point Elementary School to 
a delighted community. 

HONOR THE EARTH BENEFIT, RAMSCALE STUDIO, NYC JAN. 8, 2012.

In some of the most challenging times of our hearts, we found a great solace 
and a great concert with Amy Ray and Pura Fe, accompanied by Christopher 
Rowland. Amazing and beautiful musicians joined our friends at Ramscale 
Studios in the village in New York, and we were able to share our music and our 
message with the New York community and meet many new and good friends. 
We are grateful for their support and all those we have come to know since. 

Winona had the honor of presenting a 
Lifetime Achievement Award to Keith Secola 
at the Native American Music Awards in the 
fall of 2011. We are very honored to have 
worked with Keith over the years. 

Pura Fe, at the Ramscale Studio 
Benefit, January 8th, 2012, in New 
York City.
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“IF YOU DO NOT FIGHT YOU WILL NOT WIN”

IF YOU DO NOT FIGHT YOU WILL NEVER WIN… 

When over 750 Nez Perce, or Nimiipuu people, accompanied by 1,000 horses 
fled the Cavalry on a 1,600 mile route through the mountains, valleys and 
rivers of Oregon, Idaho and Montana in l877, the route was treacherous and 
the determination to survive as a people deep. During the War of 1877, their 
journey moved beyond the Heart of the Monster, from whence the Nimiipuu 
were created, passed the precious and historical trade route of Indigenous 
people that predates Lewis & Clark through the Bitterroot Mountains. It is 
some l40 years later and a new industrial road seeks to follow a similar route, 
pushing through the heart of Nez Perce homelands into the darkest chapter of 
American oil expansion.

The darkness of industrial society has come to the Nimiipuu, and iintended to 
pass near the Heart of the Monster in Nii Mii Puu territory. 

Dubbed the “Heavy 
Haul”, some 200 trucks, 
many of them literally 
the size of the statue 
of liberty on its side, 
are proposed to tra-
verse some of the most 
perilous parts of the 
Nimiipuu, Blackfeet, Sal-
ish Kootenai and other 
Indigenous territories.

Destined for the Athabascan tar sands in Alberta, Canada, gigantic special-
ized trucks would carry monstrous mining equipment imported from Korea, 
to the largest and most destructive industrial project in history as part of the 
first phase of a 50 year expansion. The supply route begins in Oregon and 

includes the Columbia River, scenic Highway l2 through traditional and historic 
Lolo Pass into Montana and then further north into Alberta. The heart of dark-
ness or “Mordor” as the tar sands are commonly called is scheduled to pass 
right in front of millions of people and through Indigenous territories. 
The project will destroy l0% of Canada’s boreal forest and the lives of thou-
sands of Native people. The route and loads, if approved, will create a perma-
nent industrial corridor right through the heart of Nez Perce territory passing 
the Heart of the Monster.

Exxon’s Ken Johnson represented the colossal and precarious project in 
Idaho hearings as “safe and efficient.” Another Exxon representative, Harry 
Lilo, said he hopes the novelty of the huge loads will wear off quickly: “We’re 
hoping about the time the fourth or fifth one goes by, people are going to say, 
oh, there goes another one.” That seemed to be highly unlikely. And, after a 
year of battle, lead by a host of grassroots organizations we’re proud to have 
worked with, including All Against the Haul and the Nez Perce people, Exxon 
announced it was not going to continue with the Heavy Haul. Imperial Oil/
Exxon Mobil withdrew their megaload permit application. It will be transported 
in chunks that will not require oversize permits. At the time of this writing there 
are no more applications to use the mega-load route.
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WE SPOKE OUT AGAINST THE MILITARY:

In April of 2011, we released our 
new publication: The Militarization 
of Indian Country, which details the 
significance of the impact of the 
military on Native lands, lives and 
economies. We published 2000 
copies of the book, and they have 
been widely distributed to colleges, 
individuals and organizations. A new 
version is forthcoming from Michi-
gan State University Press. You can 
also contact us at Honor the Earth 
to order books: www.honorearth.org 

Our book release coincided with 
the assassination /killing of Osama 
Bin Laden, whom the US military 
called “ Geronimo, Enemy Killed in 
Action”. This provoked concern by 
the Native American and other com-

munities, who rightfully so, did not feel that a Native leader should be equated 
with Osama Bin Laden. The result, in part was Executive Director Winona 
LaDuke’s appearance on Democracy Now live. The show was viewed several 
million times. We have reprinted the book twice, as the University Press final 
publication has not yet come to the market. 
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THE  MILITARIZATION
OF INDIAN COUNTRY
 

by Winona LaDuke
with Sean Cruz

by Winona LaDuke
with Sean Cruz

 Winona LaDuke is an internationally renowned 
activist working on issues of sustainable development, 
renewable energy and food systems. She lives and works 
on the White Earth reservation in northern Minnesota, 
and is a two time vice presidential candidate with Ralph 
Nader for the Green Party.

As Executive Director of Honor the Earth, she works 
nationally and internationally on the issues of climate 
change, renewable energy, and environmental 
justice with Indigenous communities. And in her own 
community, she is the founder of the White Earth Land 
Recovery Project, one of the largest reservation based 
non profit organizations in the country, and a leader in 
the issues of culturally based sustainable development 

strategies, renewable energy and food systems. In this work, she also continues national 
and international work to protect Indigenous plants and heritage foods from patenting and 
genetic engineering. 

The author of five books, including Recovering the Sacred, All our Relations and a novel – 
Last Standing Woman, she is widely recognized for her work on environmental and human 
rights issues. 

Honor the Earth’s mission is to create awareness and support for Native environmental 
issues and to develop needed financial and political resources for the survival of sustainable 
Native communities. Honor the Earth develops these resources by using music, the arts, the 
media, and Indigenous wisdom to ask people to recognize our joint dependency on the Earth 
and be a voice for those not heard. Visit www.honorearth.org for more.

THE  MILITARIZATION
OF INDIAN COUNTRY

 

THE MINES AND LAKE SUPERIOR

“ Seems like people aren’t interested in sticking around 

for another thousand years….” 

– Mike Wiggins, 
Tribal Chair Bad River reservation

In 2011, we joined with Native and environmental organizations in the north 
country, to oppose a set of new mines emerging from Michigan to Wisconsin. 
The mines- copper and taconite, are very environmentally destructive and rep-
resent an acceleration of an inefficient materials based economy. Widespread 
opposition to mines in Wisconsin had successfully fended off these operations 
in the late l990s and early part of this millennium. 

The creation of some of the strictest mining laws in the world has made Wis-
consin a flagship of successful environmental protection and were a direct re-
sult of multi-racial organizing, between the Native and non-Native community. 
As well, in both Wisconsin and Minnesota, Ojibwe treaties are the foundation 
for “ extraterritorial treaty rights”, which means that tribal jurisdiction extends 
beyond reservation borders and is a part of any regulatory discussions. 

We participated in the organizing campaign in 
2011, resulting in the withdrawal of the Goge-
bic Taconite ( GTAC) proposal in the Penokee 
Mountains in northern Wisconsin in the spring 
of 2012. We will likely continue work on oppos-
ing these mines, but perhaps more importantly, 
creating a vision for a green economy in the 
region in 2012 and beyond, particularly since 
we have consolidated our offices. 

RIGHT: White Effigy Sculpture by Charles 
Rencountre - Traditional smoking pipe of Lakota and 
Kiowa origin. Title of Sculpture – “Not Afraid to Look 
at White Man.” Photo courtesy Charles Rencountre
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WE SUPPORTED THOSE WHO DEFEND THE SACRED
 

“ It’s not like a church where you have 

everything in one place. We could de-

scribe how sacred sites are the teach-

ers….We don’t want the American 

dream. ..We want our prayer rocks.”

– Calleen Sisk 
 Winnemum Wintu 

Mt. Shasta, or Boyum Payuk, as the great mountain is called in Wintu, is 
where the Winnemem Wintu have lived since time immemorial.The story of 
the salmon and the people spans a thousand years of mythology, and in this 
new millennium, the mythology is coming into its own era. The Winnemem 
Wintu are the Middle Water People, called so as the McCloud River is one of 
three rivers which meander through the foothills of Shasta, filled with spring 
runoff from the mountain, and eventually converge into the Sacramento River. 
The three rivers are the McCloud, the Middle Fork and the Pitt rivers.  Each of 
those rivers had a two-legged people and a salmon people.  It is the salmon 
people, the Nur, who gave voice to the Winnemem Wintu. 

 
Legends talk of a time when the Nur  
took pity on the Wintu people and 
gave to them their voice. In return, 
the salmon only sing as they course 
the rivers of the northwest- and 
only to be heard by the Wintu. The 
Wintu, in turn, were to care for the 
Nur always and were to sing. And so 
they try to fulfill this responsibility. 

The Wintu continue their battle to protect their sacred lands, hold their young 
women’s puberty ceremonies and care for their sacred nur. Honor the Earth 
will continue to support this community in it’s preservation of the sacredness. 

San Francisco Peaks: The volcanic highland area of Arizona began forming 
over 6 million years ago with the eruption of nearly 600 volcanoes. The most 
dramatic of those eruptions created a place sacred to 13 tribes, a cluster of 
three 12,000-foot mountain peaks, known as Doko’oo’sliid, the Sacred Mountain 
of the West to the Navajo; Hvehasahpatch or Huassapatch-Havasu ‘Baaja to 
the Havasupai; Tsii Bina -Aa’ku to the Acoma. To the Yavapai Apache, Dził Tso-
Dilzhe’e is the place “where the earth brushes up against the unseen world.” 

The highest point in Arizona, the only arctic-alpine vegetation in the state 
grows here in a fragile two-square-mile zone, and Arizona›s best examples of 
Ice Age glaciation can be found here. It has been a place for the gathering of 
sacred herbs and the practice of religious ceremonies since the dawn of time. 

“IF YOU DO NOT FIGHT YOU WILL NOT WIN”
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Here the Native community continues to battle, despite court decisions against 
them against the use of recycled water on their sacred peaks. We will continue 
to support this work. 

WHITE EARTH RESERVATION RENEWABLE - MINO 
WAASAMOWIN PROJECT- GOOD ENERGY. 

In our Anishinaabe prophecies , this is viewed as the time of the Seventh Fire. 
It is said that during this time, two paths would become apparent to our Anishi-
naabe people. One path would be well worn, but scorched, and a second path 
would not be well worn, and it would be green. It would be our choice upon 
which path to embark… 

 We know that tribal communities have immense potential for renewable 
energy, and we know that the only way to realize this is to move towards this 
path. In 2011.with the assistance of Solar Energy International , private funds 
and support from our benefit concert at Tom’s Burned Down Café, we were 
able hold a solar energy training on the White Earth reservation. 

In October of 2011, the White Earth Land Recovery Project and Honor the 
Earth worked to support a training by Solar Energy International to install a 2.2 
kw photovoltaic unit on the White Earth reservation. The project was a result of 
a donation by SEI, and was able to offer a training to 25 tribal members of the 
White Earth reservation who had been involved in the Pathways for a Greener 
Future training program through special federal allocations. This was the only 
hands on opportunity available to these tribal members.

“IF YOU DO NOT FIGHT YOU WILL NOT WIN”
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REGRANTING TO NATIVE COMMUNITIES: 

In 2011 and into early 2012, (with organizational changes, regranting was de-
layed by two months) we allocated grassroots Native American organizations 
to promote this work. 

GRANTEE LIST

ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS (ANS)

ANS is proposing a “Challenge Project” with 10 famlies a Reservation. It will 
be modeled after the various popular challenge programs that can be seen 
on reality televion dealing with health, diet, living and home improvements. 
Participants will have the chance to win incentive prizes during the project with 
a final larger project going to the most successful family at the completion of 
the project. This proejct will take place ove a six-month period that traitinoally 
covers the highes levels of energy consumption-October to April. 

AMERICAN INDIAN CENTER, INC.

The Edible Prairie is a project that will promote traditional wild foods and their 
role in maintaining healthy eating and restoring native prairie/savanna eco-
systems. Funds for this project supported the purchasing of plant and seed 
stock for the AIC Wild Foods Garden and urban prairie rehabilitation projects; 
summer youth garden aprentices; training opportunities in urban forestry; and 
tools/equipment. Funds will also be used in creating public events that center 
on traditional wild foods, cooking, and healthy diets.

AMERICAN INDIAN INSTITUTE

The American Indian Institute is a national organization that acts as the sole 
financial and administrative support source for the Traditional Circle. Through 
its work with the Traditional Circle, the Institute acts as a facilitator of gather-
ings of traditional peoples and youth leaders, a promoter of healing of Indian 
communities, and a supporter of efforts to educate non-Indians about the 
wisdom and harmony inherent in the traditional indigenous worldview.      

BLACK MESA TRUST

The Black Mesa Trust’s responsibilities are to inform and educate Depart-
ment of the Interior Secretary Salazar White House staff about the devastating 
impacts caused by the world’s largest strip-mining company and the neces-
sary reforms and proposals for a new energy development and management 
paradigm on Black Mesa. Funds will be used to take the first steps toward 
ending destructive strip mining of coal on Black Mesa and converting the Na-
vajo Generating Station into a co-generating plant using solar and natural gas. 
Black Mesa Water Coalition (BMWC)

BWMC is dedicated to protecting the health and sustainability of Mother 
Earth – her land, water, plants, and all living beings. BMWC has been working 
towards addressing issues of water depletion, natural resource exploitation, 
and health promotion particularly within the Four Corner region of the Navajo 
Reservation, striving to empower young people while building sustainable 
communities. Funding will be used for a model project that shows how a large-
scale solar energy project can be structured to benefit all participants. 

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF THE LITTLE ROCKIES

The Boys & Girls Club of the Little Rockies goal is to Expand the Community 
Gardening program into a viable opportunity for families and community to 
provide healthy vegetables and fruits for consumption and strengthen the eco-
nomic base of the Hay-Lodge Pole area with a garden-based new business 
and/or entrepreneurial venture. 
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CHICKALOON VILLAGE TRADITIONAL COUNCIL/ YA NE DAH AH SCHOOL

The Ya Ne Dah Ah Be ‘endze’ Project (Ancient teachings into the future) is a 
project designed to help students bridge their cultural teachings with today’s 
technology and ensure their place as the future teachers of their language 
and culture and tomorrows leaders. The funds were used to expand student’s 
technology, mathematics and environmental science education by teaching 
students to use the appropriate technology to track, document and graph 
wind speeds and directionality as well as air temperature and humidity for the 
school year, to determine the health risks posed by the proximity of the coal 
dust and trucks to the school. 

COASTAL INDIGENOUS BAYOU COMMUNITIES

The Coastal Indigenous Bayou Communities is a grassroots group of coastal 
indigenous bayou communities. The goals are to mitigate the effects of climate 
change and land loss to ensure our sustainability long into the future. Funds 
will be used to support a Heal the Earth gathering to be held during 2012 where 
communities from around the country that are being harmed by extraction is-
sues including: uranium mining, mountain top removal, fracking, tar sands and 
deep water drilling. The intent is to develop strategies to address the devastat-
ing environmental, social and health effects of these activities, to make policy 
statements for the upcoming Presidential, state and federal elections, and to 
share our Indigenous wisdom to support sustainability in the communities.

COLUMBIA RIVER INTER-TRIBAL FISHERIES COMMISSION

The Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission’s mission is to ensure a uni-
fied voice in the overall management of the fishery resources, and as manag-
ers, to protect reserved treaty rights through the exercise of the inherent sov-
ereign powers of the tribes. The Native fisher population currently has minimal 
access to selling their salmon at farmers or other local food markets outside of 
the the “over-the-bank” sales areas in places like Cascade Locks, Oregon. For 
this project, CRITFC will be providing market kits that allow Native fishermen 
and women to easily integrate their salmon sales at local farmer’s markets in 
the Hood River, Dalles, and Portland markets.      

THE COMMUNITY AND RACE RELATIONS COMMITTEE OF 

PETERBOROUGH 

Community and Race Relations Committee is an anti-racism and decoloniz-
ing organization looking to continue working in the area of Indigenous food 
sovereignty and food security by collaborating in growing Gitigaan, the Sup-
porting Aboriginal Graduate Enhancement (SAGE) garden at the First Peoples 
House of Learning (FPHL), Trent University in Nogojiwanong. Gitigaan is an 
existing Anishinaabeg garden located in Michi Saagiig territory within Kina 
Gehi Nishinaabegogamig. The project will advance food security by facilitating 
community participation in growing traditional foods and medicines, and by us-
ing organic production methods. Funds will be used to further grown Gitigaan 
and to hire a part-time Gitigaan Coordinator to do practical growing of medi-
cines, advocate Indigenous food sovereignty and provide decolonizing educa-
tion about local and neighboring Indigenous knowledge and history in order to 
increase capacity to prevent and adapt to climate change in ways that restore 
and resurge Indigenous cultures. 

EASTERN NAVAJO DINE AGAINST URANIUM MINING (ENDAUM) 

ENDAUM is a non-profit community based organization dedicated to improve 
the well-being of the Dine’ people who live on the Navajo Nation in Arizona.
Their mission is to help the Dine’ people have access to safe drinking water, 
sanitation, low-cost housing, solar electrification, sustainable agriculture, and 
economic development. The funds will go directly into the creation of materi-
als, a Traditional Land-use Map, as well as into contract costs for services 
such as printing, web-design & hosting, printing, cartography and travel ex-
penses for all related activities. The funds will also be used to help the Board 
and Coordinator to convene for meetings for the planning, facilitation and 
evaluation of this project. 

FOUR BRIDGES TRAVELING PERMACULTURE INSTITUTE

Four Bridges Traveling Permaculture Institute provides support and advice to 
indigenous communities in North and South America reviving and strengthen-
ing traditional agriculture. The Sacred Gardens Project is building traditional 
native gardens in various locations to teach both native and non-native com-
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munity members the wisdoms of our elders regarding traditional foods, medi-
cines, and seeds. Lessons learned from this project will be documented in a 
book that will be shared with future generations. 

FOUR WINDS NATIVE CENTER

The vision/mission of the Four Winds Native Center is to strengthen the Indig-
enous community of Lawrence, KS, in a traditional and holistic way by offering 
family-based services and culturally integrated educational programs. The 
Center plans to prevent diabetes by offering a community garden and classes 
emphasizing Traditional Native foods, nutritional training, food preservation, 
organic gardening practices, water conservation practices, and classes for 
Native youth to learn about the effects of climate change and learning how to 
grow traditional and nutritious foods. 
Grandpa’s Children

Grandpa’s Children, Incorporated was founded as a non-profit American 
Indian organization in Wayne County, North Carolina with the primary goal of 
promoting Woodland Indian art, culture, and history as well as training “at risk” 
youth in museum quality historic restoration of residences. Funds were used 
to create an heirloom seed depository at Plum Tree Marketplace. The green-
house will provide isolation for master seed saving plants, preventing cross-
pollination. Students will package the seeds and market them to local home 
gardeners. Great Platte River Road Archway (Pawnee Corn Project)

The Great Platte River Road Archway has been working with the Pawnee 
Nation since 2004 to save traditional Pawnee seeds by growing them in their 
homeland of Nebraska. The archway wishes to expand gardens, with the help 
of Pawnee Interns in order to increase production and expand the Pawnee’s 
knowledge of how traditional plants grow in their homeland. Funds will be used 
to house interns. 

HAMAATSA

HAMAATSA is an indigenous learning center and demonstration center that 
is committed to regenerative and sustainable living, spiritual wholeness, and 
cultural restoration. The farm is located on 320 acres of ancestral lands, Pro-
grams emphasize land-based learning including hand-on making, stone wall 
construction, and permaculture classes and watershed restoration. Cultural 
programs are designed for Native youth and families in the areas of language 
preservation, revitalizing oral traditions, indigenous agriculture and the use of 
native medicinal plants for healthy diets. Funds were used to support general 
operating expenses to forward the development traditional farming project, 
which promote traditional farming practices and local growing methods for the 
health and wellbeing of land and people. 

LEFT: “Woven Stone - Woven 
Stories”, a communal 
healing wall for healing past 
injustices and historical 
trauma of our indigenous 
peoples.” BELOW: Planting 
asparagus and discussing 
beekeeping. HAMAATSA 
Photos are by Deborah 
Littlebird courtesy of 
HAMAATSA
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HASBIDITO

Hasbídító is a community derived and managed youth centered development 
group that works across three chapters of the eastern Navajo Nation: Coun-
selor, Ojo Encino, Torreon. There goal is to increase the energy efficiencies 
with regard to winter heating. We will work with residents to build a straw bale 
house and to provide a workshop for the whole community so that everyone 
has greater knowledge and awareness of energy efficient housing. 

HO ‘OULU LAHUI INC.

Ho ‘oulu Lahui is a Native Hawaiian organization founded in 1995 with the 
purpose of awakening Hawaiian culture, values, beliefs and lifestyle is partner-
ship with the community to achieve unity, harmony and total well-being (lo-
kahi). Lahui, Inc. provides cultural and educational hands on learning oppor-
tunities for the community. Lahui, Inc. will host an Uln (Breadfruit) Festival for 
their Island to bring awareness of this important resource for their community. 
Students will cultivate Ulu trees, presenters will teach about Ulu, cooking dem-
onstrations and cultural demonstrations will make the day a dynamic learning 
opportunity. 

HOPI TUTSKWA PERMACULTURE

Hopi Tutskwa Permaculture is a community-based organization that engages, 
trains, and inspires Hopi youth and community to keep ancient Hopi life ways 
and traditions alive. Our vision is to strengthen food security while creating op-
portunities for local Indigenous youth and community members to participate 
in the continuation of Hopi life ways through the continued intergenerational 
practices of traditional Hopi farming and gardening as well as applying appli-
cable Permaculture principles and techniques. 

INDIAN CULTURAL ORGANIZATION 

The Winnemem Wintu Tribe is a salmon tribe. According to our creation story 
we received our voice from the salmon who took pity on us and asked in return 
that we always speak for them as they no longer have a voice. We lost our 
salmon when the Shasta Dam was built and they were no longer able to get 
to the McCloud River, their natural spawning grounds. In 2004 we heard from 
a professor in New Zealand that our genetically identical salmon are alive and 
thriving in the Rakaia River. Since then we have been working with the United 
Nations, the Ngai Tahu Maori, and the New Zealand Fish and Game to bring 
our salmon home. We have a cost effectice plan to reconnect the McCloud 
with the Sacramento River and a plan for a natural, environmental hatchery. 
The funds will be used to expand our outreach efforts to educate our own 
people and those within the government as to the viability and effectiveness 
of our traditional tribal-based salmon restoration project. This will allow us to 
return to a traditional food source based on indigenous wisdom and practice.

INDIGENOUS CONSULTANTS LLC

This project involves several community groups working together to do educa-
tional workshops on Hawaii Island on Geothermal energy on Hawaii Island as 
well as filming of 4 (1 hour) shows on public TV on issues reating to renewable 
energy Statewide. Funds will be used for general suppport. 

THE INDIGENOUS WOMEN’S STUDIES INSTITUTE

Ustlahn Harmony Garden’s mandate of establishing food security on our 
reserve land happens by re-establishing and/or restoring indigenous food 
resources for the reserve’s people and wildlife along the east side of the Cap-
ilano River estuary where it flows into the Burrard Inlet of the Pacific Ocean. 
Funds will be used for general support. 
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INDIGENOUS WOMEN’S NETWORK:

ALMA DE MUJER RETREAT CENTER

Alma de Mujer will establish a traditional Indigenous garden, teaching project 
and farmers market at the Alma Retreat Center in Austin Texas for the benefit 
of Indigenous women, children and our communities. 

INTERTRIBAL COUNCIL ON UTILITY POLICY

Intertribal Council on Utility Policy was formed to provide a forum for utility 
issues discussion from regulatory and economic perspectives. The Intertribal 
COUP provides policy analysis and recommendations as well as workshops 
on telecommunications, climate change research. The 15 member Tribes 
of the Intertribal Council On Utility Policy (COUP) have federally recognized 
Indian Reservations surrounded by the states of North Dakota, South Dakota, 
Nebraska, Iowa and Wyoming. Intertribal COUP represents the energy inter-
ests of thirteen Tribal Nations in a four state area in the Northern Plains.

KIPAHULU OHANA, INC.

Kipahulu Ohana (KO) does environmental and cultural restoration, manage-
ment and education projects in the remote East Maui communities of Hana 
Kipahulu, which are predominantly Native Hawaiian. KOs main project is 
Kapahu Living Farm, a traditional Hawaiian agricultural restoration and edu-
cation project with wetland taro cultivation and other Hawaiian canoe plant 
cropsKNIZ Media

Funds were used to hire a part time radio programmer and help with general 
operating cost, as well as to purchase more current radio software. KNIZ used 
the funds to create programming that addresses indigenous issues. Radio in 
their region is the best way to inform and engage the communities. Youth fund-
raising efforts at the Gallup flea market with a live remote will help with face-to-
face donations from our supporters. 

LADYBUG GARDEN AND GREENHOUSE

The Ladybug Garden and Greenhouse (LBGG) strives to teach youth, young 
families, Elders and other community members the importance of fresh, afford-
able foods; a better healthier lifestyle; Traditional values and Culture. Funds 
will be used to help pay staff, for traveling with the youth, and paying honoraria 
to coordinators to help pay for supplies for the Youth. LBGG takes members 
on food gathering trips for berries and other Indigenous fruits, as well as hav-
ing plant identification hikes, seafood gathering, and gardening activities.

LAKOTA SOLAR ENTERPRISES (LSE)

Honor the Earth funds will support the creation of Lakota Solar Enterprises’ 
new Red Cloud Training Annex (RCTA) on Pine Ridge Reservation in South 
Dakota. Specifically this grant will be used for the installation of the cement 
pad required to form the supportive base for the new building. This is a critical 
first step in the establishment of the RCTA which will increase access to qual-
ity training in renewable energy for Native Americans on reservations across 
the Great Plains and help build energy resilience in indigenous communities.

LAKOTA WALDORF SCHOOL (LWS)

The Lakota Waldorf School (LWS) is situated in the heart of the Pine Ridge 
Indian reservation, land of the Oglala Lakota people. LWS serves children age 
3-6 from the Pejuta hake, Allen and Manderson districts. The LWS strives to 
initiate the educational process while maintaining the Lakota language and 
culture. The goal is to empower Lakota children so they will create positive 
active futures for themselves and their communities. Funds would be used to 
fund the costs of a master plan for future school buildings and teacher/office 
housing, utilizing renewable energy resources and standing as a model for 
other school on Indian reservations across South Dakota. The planning of the 
buildings for the: LWS emphasizes green technologies, cultural design, low 
energy consumption, near off grid results, anticipates increased corporate en-
ergy producer costs imposed by big utility companies and increased propane 
vendor costs.
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LUMMI CEDAR PROJECT

The Lummi CEDAR Project has a program titled, The Native Youth Leader-
ship Program (NYLP) that consists of weekly leadership and culture topics 
that are led by youth. This program instills hope and pride among tribal youth, 
and teaches the skills necessary to be effective leaders within their communi-
ties, gaining knowledge and strength from tribal culture and traditionsThe help 
from the Honor the Earth Grant will allow for stipends to secure leaders/guest 
speakers/experts to our leadership program to teach about harvesting tradi-
tional plants and medicines and their uses and healing properties. 

MASHKISIBI BOYS & GIRLS CLUB

Funds will be used to build 6 raised bed gardens. To employ staff to educate 
our youth on traditional gardening, land stewardship, and the uses of the 
plants the youth harvest, and the importance of passing this knowledge to oth-
ers so that future generations can benefit.

NATIVE ACTION

Native Action bridges racial, socioeconomic, and environmental barriers by 
empowering, challenging and educating people in order to protect the envi-
ronment and the quality of life for future generations. Native Action works to 
bridge the racial justice barriers in Montana by establishing long-term alliances 
with traditionally hostile non-Indian ranchers, unions, townsfolk, and orga-
nizations. Cultural and economic empowerments are the long-term goals of 

Native Action. Utilizing community-organizing techniques, which are a blend 
of cultural traditions and contemporary reality, Native Action works on issues 
ranging from the environment, sexual abuse of children, Indian voting rights 
discrimination, sacred sites protection, economic justice, youth leadership, and 
Indian sisterhood.

NATIVE AMERICAN CULTURAL CENTER (NACC)

Youth volunteers and families will work in collaboration with Lafayette High 
School and the non-profit Rochester Roots to plant, tend, and harvest two tra-
ditional Haudenosaunee (Iroquis) gardens. Community elders and Native re-
searchers will hold workshops at planting, harvesting, and during the growing 
phases to educate youth about the cultural importance of traditional seeds and 
cultivation. We want to help native and non-native youth in our communities 
understand how Haudenosaunee agriculture can enhance their won health 
while working toward local food sovereignty and community resilience.

NATIVE MOVEMENT

Funds were used for the video/audio recording trips that we will be planning 
and taking over the next two years. Funds were used for the hiring and paying 
of professional videographers and video editors, the hiring of a professional 
web designer to put the Native Movement vision the on internet so it is ac-
cessible by viewers. The paying of the partial executive directors salary, the 
purchasing of new or used professional video and computer equipment for their 
project, traveling expenses, lodging, meals, fuel, the continued strategic plan-
ning process and consultants to do their work, the planning and hosting of a 
yearly retreat, the travel associated with sharing these knowledge and stories.

NEW ENERGY ECONOMY 

New Energy Economy is working to install solar power systems on community 
chapter houses throughout Navajo Nation, on Pueblos, and to partner with 
Native American led community organizations. This will help bring the promise 
of solar power development into clearer focus for local residents and lead-
ers. Deploying the native Power Initiative will build momentum and support for 
solar power development that will help build resilience in the communities.

Huron sunflower and Medicine Wheel Gitigaan, Lummi Cedar Project
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NIIJII RADIO

Niijii Radio is committed to providing Independent 
News for an Independent Nation that promotes 
social, environmental, and economic justice. 
Niijii Radio represents a voice for those who 
are under-represented in media production and 
content, and to illuminate and analyze local and 
global issues that impact ecosystems, communi-
ties, and individuals. Niijii Radio aims to create 
culturally appropriate news and media content for 
the community that will create, excite, and make change happen for a sustain-
able and equitable society.

PAPAKOLEA COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Papakoloea Community Development Corporation (PCDC) is a community-
based organization serving the native Hawaiian homestead of Papakolea, 
Kalawahine, and Kewalo. The PCDC pursues strategies that build capacity, 
create opportunities to sustain community health and well being, nature and 
strengthen the skills and talents of their members, and ensure the develop-
ment of strong and prepared leadership for the future. Funds will be used to 
develop the infrastructure of an indigenous/native garden for our community. 
Youth will develop and care for the native garden; using the crop(s) from the 
garden for a garden-to-plate project. Funds for this garden will help commu-
nity develop future leaders, create opportunities, sustain the community, and 
perpetuate healthy lifestyles.

PENOBSCOT NATION CULTURAL & HISTORIC PRESERVATION

Alenapiak Kkikan (The Peoples’ Garden) is a food sovereignty project that will 
ensure healthy, fresh food for the Penobscot Nation. The project focuses on 
food growth, community building, education, and living our core cultural values 
of respect, responsibility, and reciprocity. Funding from Honor the Earth will be 
used to help obtain a 30’ x 72’ high tunnel greenhouse and to fund the instal-
lation of water to the site, end vents and thermostat for proper ventilation and 
temperature control, building end walls, and small tree removal. 

SIPAULOVI DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Sipawluf Sinmay Puutavi Um (the life path chosen by Sipaulovi people) is a 
multi-generational project of Hope Sipaulovi Village to recover and document 
or relationship to sacred springs and water sources, restore the spring where 
water is collected for ceremonies, and reinforce Hope traditional connec-
tions to water, life, land, and food which have been the source of resiliency for 
thousands of years. Project participants will document how springs, food, and 
farming are central to our cultural and physical survival, especially in the face 
of climate changeHonor the Earth support will help Sipaulovi an SDC develop 
a scientific spring mapping monitoring system and create documentation in a 
variety of media to reintegrate Sipaulovis sustainable foodways and langue into 
daily village life, with a special emphasis on reaching young families and youth. 

SITTING BULL COLLEGE 

ETHNOBOTANICAL GARDENS PROJECT

Sitting Bull College (501c3) is a tribal college on the Standing Rock Reserva-
tion. Funding is currently being sought to create an ethnobotanical garden and 
interepretive hiking trail on the college’s campus that would provide a source 
of physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual healing for the students of SBC, 
the youth at the Standing Rock Public Schools, and the Standing Rock com-
munity as a whole. The ethnobotanical garden would consist of edible and me-
dicinal plants that are native to the area, as well as a traditional “Three Sisters” 
garden and vegetable garden that would provide desperately needed, healthy 
foods to our community.
 

SOUTHEAST SENIOR SERVICES

Sustainable Harvest Alliance (SHA) is non-profit corporation dedicated to sup-
plying an alternative, humane and culturally acceptable means of adding value 
to buffalo. The concept is to eliminate the stress of hauling, confinement and 
that traditional slaughter process by harvesting animals in the pastures where 
they are most at ease. 

Honor the Earth funding will be exclusively allocated toward direct project 
costs per the budget herein. The outcome will positively impact low-income 
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families, elders, and community members that live in high-cost energy com-
munities resulting in improved health, traditional skills and knowledge, cost 
savings, food and energy sovereignty, and long-term sustainability.

SUSTAINABLE MOLOKAI

This organization’s objectives are creating an environmentally, economically, 
and culturally sustainable and self-sufficiency island that serves as a model for 
Hawaii and the world. Sustinable Molokai focuses on education, training, and 
advocacy; identifying existing community assets and inherent challenges; and 
filling complementary rules that advance local efforts. A strong native com-
munity, we take kuleana (responsibility) as the architects of our own destiny, 
knowing that homegrown solutions work best. The funding received from 
Honor the Earth, Building Resilience Grant, would be used to strengthen our 
capacity through the development of curriculum and programming of the Earth 
Stewards project. 

TASH MAHAG

The Ta th k Project is project of Tash Mahag which will build and reconnect par-
ticipants to the original Oodham land through discussion and visiting the vast 
Oodham lands. Tash Mahag is a women group teaching the Oodham Himdag 
(Oodham Way of Life to Oodham youth). Tash Mahag hopes to purchase a 
vehicle, support equipment and basic needs to accomplish the Ta th k Project. 

TLALNEPANTLA ARTS

Tlalnepantla Art’s intent is to continue developing their work that began in 
2009 at Sabathani Community Garden in conjunction with an Honor the Earth 
Grant and the multi-media performance, Zentcotl First Corn Energy. Zentcotl, 
First Energy in Nahuatl, is a concept that refers to the energy in the Universe 
that allowed for the creation of zentli – corn- thousands of years ago in Ana-
huac, the central region of the American Continent, that includes present-day 
Mexican. The seeds planted are a short season blue corn that grows well 
in our region. Indigenous wisdom, culture, history, and oral tradition will be 
relayed through gardening, which includes some Nahuatl language, science, 
and mathematical concepts that accompany the art forms.

TRADITIONAL NATIVE AMERICAN FARMERS ASSOCIATION (TNAFA)

TNAFA will be hosting community based 1-2 day workshops in seed conser-
vation and protection. Both here in New Mexico and Arizona. These will be 
hands-on workshops covering topics as growing for seed, safe seed sources, 
creating seed libraries (banks), using traditional methods and low tech modern 
methods. Funding support will be applied towards instructional time, organiza-
tional time, instructional materials as needed.

UCWALMICW CENTRE SOCIETY

The Ucwalmicw Center Society is a non-profit society situated on Titqet 
reserve. The organization receives no core funding from governmental or 
non-government sources and relies on proposal writing to operate. Fundrais-
ing efforts are volunteer-led by youth for specific projects such as the organic 
garden or by board members for proposal writing. The organization exists 
largely through volunteer efforts. A volunteer board member has over 40 years 
of experience and receives no income for services overseeing administrative 
aspects. The funds will be used to continue on with the efforts to train and 
support youth on horticulture and food security. The funds will support the sup-
port the purchase of materials and supplies and contract services for experts 
knowledgeable to food security or horticulture.

WHITE EARTH LAND RECOVERY PROJECT (WELRP)

The White Earth Land Recovery Project is a native non-profit in northern 
Minnesota dedicated to the stewardship of the land, water, and restoration 
of traditional lifeways of the Anishinaabeg. The funds would be used to help 
maintain projects in the area of renenewal energy (solar), traditional gardens 
and advocacy efforts for wild rice, mining and food sovereignty.
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WHITE PINE ASSOCIATION

The Koasek Abenaki Tribe of the Koas has been documented through history 
of European invasion as growing a rare strain of corn which helped all humans 
in the area survive. Due to historic war time periods the corn was lost or so 
we thought. The Native’s had given the rare corn seeds to a family who grew 
the corn for many generations. The seeds were then shared with another local 
family who grew the corn for 30 years carefully making sure this rare strain 
was not cross germinated. In 2006 the Calley family gifted back six ears of 
corn to the Koasek Abenaki Tribe of the Koas and the seeds of the Koasek 
Corn were once again being grown by the Tribe.. The Tribe is carefully preser-
vating their corn and expanding the seed base each year. 

YOEMEM TEKIA MUSEUM

Funds were used to complete the Delores Huerta Healing Garden, a functional 
and educational garden featuring traditional indigenous healing plants. This 
garden will integrate low water and rainwater collection technologies and will 
be used to educate youth and their tribal community about the medicinal uses 
of traditional plants.

Chip Thomas, Graffiti artist - Back Alley, Flagstaff
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“…It’s 3:23 in the morning 

And I am awake

Because my great great grandchildren won’t let me sleep 

My great great grandchildren 

ask me in my dreams

What did you do while the planet was plundered?

What did you do when the earth was unraveling?

Surely you did something 

when the seasons started failing?

As the mammals, reptiles and birds were all dying?

Did you fill the streets with protest 

When democracy was stolen?

What did you do

Once you knew?...”

Excerpted from Hieroglyphic Stairway from  
Love Letter to the Milky Way, Drew Dellinger, 2009

THE WORK AHEAD

The political landscape in relation to Native peoples is complex. With great 
hope we have watched the Occupy Movement, and also the movements in 
Wisconsin and elsewhere to challenge corporate destruction of basic eco-
nomic , political and environmental rights. We have been on the front lines 
of battles on carbon caps (New Mexico) and the Tar Sands transport routes 
and pipelines. We realize that many individuals felt that the election of Barak 
Obama would transform America, but indeed, more realize that a change in 
government leadership does not change the structural aspects of a highly 
inefficient economy predicated on unfettered access to natural resources. 
Government leadership does not change the drive for profit, and the legal 
institutions which support this process- from condemnation of private lands 
for tar sands pipelines to the gutting of the Clean Drinking Water Act to insure 
access to fracking, and the affirmation of the rights of corporations as natural 
persons under the law. Systems of conquest continue to define America in that 
our country’s massive level of consumption (despite a shrinking economy) is 
based on the ongoing exploitation of land and peoples.

From an economic standpoint, the ongoing recession, the corresponding 
rising cost of essential goods and damaging storms across the plains (and 
over l3,000 US weather records set in March alone) have underscored the 
economic and climate change vulnerability of our communities. Fuel and food 
poverty are creating severe strain and suffering amongst our peoples. This 
situation highlights the direct relationship between the environmental issues 
around which we work, and the root causes of our poverty. At the same time, 
the mantra of more jobs linked to fossil fuels (ie : tar sands pipelines and new 
mines in impoverished communities ) has reached a deafening din. We intend 
to counter the din with analysis and a depth of historic understanding of land, 
economics and sustainability. 
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OUR SUPPORTERS

FOUNDATION SUPPORT

Carolyn Foundation
Compton Foundation
Frances Fund
Kalliopeia Foundation
Norman Foundation
Patagonia, Inc – Music Collective
Pond Foundation
Samuel Rubin Foundation
Surdna Foundation
Susan A. & Donald Babson Charitable Foundation
Solidago Foundation
Swift Foundation
The Dolphin Foundation
The Jesse H. & Susan Oppenheimer Foundation
The Lost Arrow Foundation
The Poss Family Foundation
The Voelbel Family Fund
The Winky Foundation
Unitarian Universalist Veatch Program
Vervane Foundation
Women Donors Network

The debacle of climate legislation, the failure of the Copenhagen accords and 
the pursuit of centralized energy ‘solutions’ that will only contribute to the eco-
logical and economic problems we face highlight the vital need for grassroots 
models of systemic change. At the same time, statewide and grassroots efforts 
( like the Carbon cap legislation in New Mexico) need to be replicated and pro-
tected, or, restored. Honor the Earth is catalyzing grassroots activism to resist 
false government and corporate sponsored responses to the issues we face, 
and replace those with just and sustainable solutions we choose ourselves. 
We focus on areas where we have long term traction and a network of allies. 

Honor the Earth’s model of building a Native/non-Native alliance to act in 
solidarity with Native peoples emerges from the success of anti-nuclear and 
anti-uranium mining work in the late 1970’s and early 1980’s. This work was 
repeated and continues to be repeated in Wisconsin in terms of mining issues. 
Such a model has resulted in a track record of success over the last two de-
cades, from defeating mega-dams to nuclear waste dump to stopping massive 
mining projects. In each case, a non-Native public took action not only be-
cause they were moved to defend Native peoples and lands, but also because 
they were moved through self-interest in protecting their own future. 

The fact is that Native environmental work remains marginalized at best, 
and invisible at worst, not only in the media but in the progressive movement 
at large. Our role at Honor the Earth is to act as a bridge and bring the real 
human stories of how energy production and inefficient consumption impact 
Native communities to the public, to bring insight and analysis that elevates 
the status of Indigenous thinking as a legitimate school of thought, and to 
bring meaningful ways the public can support front line resistance and the 
implementation of proactive solutions. Our role is also clearly to articulate the 
economics of survival, the green economy, and how we as Indigenous and 
rural peoples will move towards that path. 

We thank you for your support. 
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OUR SUPPORTERS

HONOR THE EARTH INDIVIDUAL 
DONORS - 2011

Access Capitol Management
Harriet Anderson
Kathleen Anderson
Kathryn Angell
Cindy Angerhofer
Christine Austria
Michael Bevis
Andrew T. & Courtney S. Berlin
Theresa Brewer
Jerry & Beth Brownfield
Laura Bollettino
Leigh Buck
Sandra Beasley
Suzanne M. Beauregard
Dorian Brooks & Malcolm J. Kottler
Jeannette Calarco
Robert J. Cmarik
Dave Colavito
Laura M. Colbert
Barbara Cushing
Sylvia V. Davatz
Dorothy Davids
Delores Delvin
Sally M. Dorst
Sandy Eastoak

Bobbie J Heimberg 
Roger Finzel & Gloria McCary
Lisa Foxwell & Paul Finley
Veronica H. Frost
Laurie Gauper & Marta Voytovich
Vicki Gilmer
Alison Goldberg & Jonathan Lewis
Felicia Gustin
Lynne M Harkins 
Bobbie J Heimberg 
Mary Ann Herron
Margaret A. Hill
Thomas W. Hoydic
Maryiln B Huckenpoehler 
Alison R. Huff
David Jaber
Mykal C. Johnson
Larry M. Jones and Barbara Jones-Worthing
Richard M. Kacenski & Geraldine A. Rauch
Betty LaDuke & Peter Westigaard
Daniel Lazor
Barbara Lilly
James K. Livecchi
Tierra Lucero
Nancy Lurie

Constance J. McDevitt
Sean B. McGinty & Kelly Marie Burnett
Lawrence T. & Claire E. Martin
Glenn M Majeski
Margaret Newell
Margery Otto
Tracie Profaizer
Bonnie Raitt
Ginny M. Revalee
Elizabeth H. Rix
Michael J. Rocco
Pamela Sue Rogers
Penny Rosenwasser
Sandra Rowell
Debora Schak & Anne Mercier
Norman A. & Iyawata S. Schneider
Ann L. Thomas
Tuscweca Tiospaye
Evelyn Trevethan
Paul T. & Alexandria E. Todaro
Wendy Volkmann
Lynn Waldeland
Margaret N. Weitzmann
Kriss Wells & Martha Easter-Wells
Sheryl Wheeler Wiltse
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SOURCE OF FUNDS

Beginning Fund Balance (January 1, 2011) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $287,482

Revenues:
     Gifts and contributions received . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $186,550

     TOTAL REVENUES. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $186,550

USE OF FUNDS

Expenditures:
     Grants paid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $217,474
     Other fund expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,691
     Tides administration fees. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,731

    TOTAL EXPENDITURES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ($222,896)

Fund Balance at Dec. 31, 2011 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $251,137
     Grants awarded but not yet paid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$0
Fund Balance at Dec. 31, 2011, Less Pending Grants . . . . . . . . $251,137

 

INCOME STATEMENT

FINANCIALS

Page 1The Tides Center Income Statement7/26/2012  01:32:26 PM

Include all Programs
Include these Funding ID(s): 0809-100 Honor the Earth-General Funding, 0809-101 Honor the Earth-Pilot Projects, 0809-205 Calvert Foundation-Giving Fund ($4K 8

1/1/2011 
 12/31/2011

Revenue

     Public Support

$215,020.69           Grants & Contributions

$215,020.69      Total Public Support

     Other Revenue

$5,503.52           External Revenue

$5,503.52      Total Other Revenue

     Net Assets Released from Restriction

$0.00           Release of Net Assets

$0.00      Total Net Assets Released from

$220,524.21 Total Revenue

Expenses

     Operating-Personnel

$98,651.59           Wages/Salaries

$8,730.21           Payroll Taxes

$32,229.76           Benefits

$139,611.56      Total Operating-Personnel

     Operating-Non-Personnel

$51,005.00           Professional Services

$9,320.00           Rent

$7,276.59           Utilities

$2,176.53           Equipment Rental & Maintenance

$2,264.09           Postage & Express Services

$977.07           Supplies

$5,876.24           Printing & Reference Materials

$3,434.90           Insurance

$10,578.41           Travel & Conferences

$92,908.83      Total Operating-Non-Personnel

     Fees

$22,471.37           Internal Fees

$22,471.37      Total Fees

     Other Expenses

$1,204.38           Depreciation Expense

$5,168.45           Communication & Outreach

$567.78           Board Expenses

$910.91           Other Expenses

$7,851.52      Total Other Expenses

$262,843.28 Total Expense

$62,542.09 BEGINNING NET ASSETS

($42,319.07)NET SURPLUS/(DEFICIT)
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MEMORIAM

This report is dedicated to Chief Randy Kapashesit, who 
inspired and supported this work through his actions and deeds. Chief of 
the Cree Community of MoCreebec on the shores of James Bay, Randy 
was a principled leader who opposed destructive dam and mining 
projects in his beloved territory, and continued to lead his community 
through many political battles.

He passed to the spirit world in April of 2012, and our community lost a 
great leader. 

DEDICATION

This report is also dedicated to Patrick Spears of the Lower 
Brule Reservation and Intertribal Council on Utility Policy , whose tire-
less work on behalf of Native communities who deserve wind energy 
will be recognized by many generations ahead. 

He passed to the Spirit World in June of 2012.  
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Tyson White Plume, Winner: Rescue Fallen Warrior Race. 
16th Annual Lakota War Pony Races, June 25, 2012 

Photo by Debra White Plume


