
NO 
DAKOTA ACCESS PIPELINE



Cannonball, SD – On April 1st, 2016, tribal citizens of the Standing 
Rock Lakota Nation and ally Lakota, Nakota, & Dakota citizens, 
under the group name “Chante tin’sa kinanzi Po” founded a Spirit 
Camp along the proposed route of the bakken oil pipeline, Dakota 
Access.

The Dakota Access Pipeline (DAPL), owned by Energy Transfer 
Partners, L.P., is proposed to transport 450,000 barrels per day of 
Bakken crude oil (which is fracked and highy volatile) from the lands 
of North Dakota to Patoka, Illinois. The threats this pipeline poses 
to the environment, human health and human rights are strikingly 
similar to those posed by the Keystone XL. Because the DAPL will 
cross over the Ogallala Aquifer (one of the largest aquifers in the 
world) and under the Missouri River twice (the longest river in the 
United States), the possible contamination of these water sources 
makes the Dakota Access pipeline a national threat.

This Spirit Camp is called Iŋyaŋ Wakháŋagapi Othí, translated as 
Sacred Rock, the original name of the Cannonball area. The Spirit 
Camp is dedicated to stopping and raising awareness the Dakota 
Access pipeline, the dangers associated with pipeline spills and the 
necessity to protect the water resources of the Missouri river. We 
reject the appropriation of the name “Dakota” in a project that is in 
violation of aboriginal and treaty lands. The word Dakota means 
“the People” in the Dakota/Lakota/Nakota language and was never 
intended to be used in a project which violates traditional ceremonial 
areas.

Chante tin’sa kinanzi Po is a grassroots group with the following 
mission statement: “They claim this mother of ours, the Earth, for 
their own use, and fence their neighbors away from her, and deface 
her with their buildings and their refuse.” – Chief Sitting Bull. His way 
of life is our way of life–standing in opposition to the Dakota Access 
Pipeline is our duty. Group: Chante tin’sa kinanzi Po translates as 
People, Stand with a Strong Heart! 

The Dakota Access threatens everything from farming and drinking 
water to entire ecosystems, wildlife and food sources surrounding the 
Missouri. The nesting of bald eagles and piping plovers as well as 
the quality of wild rice and medicinal plants like sweet grass are just 
a few of the species at stake here. We ask that everyone stands with 
us against this threat to our health, our culture, and our sovereignty. 
We ask that everyone who live on or near the Missouri River and 
its tributaries, everyone who farms or ranches in the local area, and 
everyone who cares about clean air and clean drinking water stand 
with us against the Dakota Access Pipeline!

For more infomation:

Facebook.com/campoFtheSacredStone/

GoFundme.com/SacredStonecamp

Everyone is welcome to join the Spirit Camp located 
at the conffluence of the Cannon Ball and Missouri 
River on the Standing Rock Sioux Reservation to 

pray, share food and stories and connect with the land 
and water that is being threatened by the 

Dakota Access Pipeline.
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We Will not alloW this pipeline to cross 
our land, Water, and sacred sites. 

We will not allow Dakota Access to trespass on our treaty 
territory and destroy our medicines and our culture. From the 
horse ride that established the Camp of the Sacred Stones, 
to the 500-mile Run for Our Lives relay that delivered our 
recommendations to the Army Corps of Engineers, with the 
hundreds of community members who met with Army Corps 
Colonel Henderson on April 29, and the ongoing vigilance 
of our prayers, we are committed to stopping the Dakota 
Access Pipeline.

“The place where pipeline will cross on the Cannonball is the 
place where the Mandan came into the world after the great 
flood, it is also a place where the Mandan had their Okipa, 
or Sundance. Later this is where Wisespirit and Tatanka 
Ohitika held sundances. There are numerous old Mandan, 
Cheyenne, and Arikara villages located in this area and 
burial sites. This is also where the sacred medicine rock [is 
located], which tells the future.” 
LaDonna Bravebull Allard (Lakota, Dakota)

“The dangers imposed by the greed of big oil on the people 
who live along the Missouri river is astounding. When this 
proposed pipeline breaks, as the vast majority of pipelines 
do, over half of the drinking water in South Dakota will be 
affected. How can rubber-stamping this project be good for 
the people, agriculture, and livestock? It must be stopped. 
The people of the four bands of Cheyenne River stand with 
our sister nation in this fight as we are calling on all the Oceti 
Sakowin or Seven Council Fires to do so with our allies, both 
native and non native in opposing this pipeline.” 
Joye Braun (Cheyenne River)
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DAPL Violates Numerous Federal Laws

Fort laramie treaty oF april 29, 1868
The DAPL violates Article 2 of the 1868 Fort Laramie Treaty which 
guarantees that the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe shall enjoy the 
“undisturbed use and occupation” of our permanent homeland, the 
Standing Rock Indian Reservation. The U.S. Constitution states that 
treaties are the supreme law of the land.

executive order 12898 on environmental Justice
All agencies must determine if proposed project disproportionately impacts 
Tribal community or other  minority community.
The DAPL was original routed to cross the Missouri River north of 
Bismarck. The crossing was moved to “avoid populated areas”, so instead 
of crossing upriver of the state’s capital, it crosses the aquifer of the Great 
Sioux Reservation.

pipeline saFety act and clean Water act
 DAPL has not publicly identified the Missouri River crossing as 
high consequence. The Ogallala Aquifer must be considered a“high 
consequence area”, since the pipeline would cross critical drinking water 
and intakes for those water systems.The emergency plan must estimate 
the maximum possible spill (49 CFR  §195.452(h)(iv)(i)). DAPL refuses to 
release this information to the tribe.

national environmental policy act (nepa)
A detailed Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) must be completed 
for major actions that affect the environment. Also, the Army Corps of 
Engineers must comply w/ NEPA for the permit for the Missouri River 
crossing. The way agencies get around this is to provide a lesser study, 
a brief Environmental Assessment (which Dakota Access has done). A 
full EIS would be an interdisciplinary approach for the integrated use of 
natural and social sciences to determine direct and indirect effects of the 
project and “possible conflicts...with Indian land use plans and policies…
(and) cultural resources” 40 CFR §1502.16

executive order 13007 on protection oF sacred sites
“In managing federal lands, each executive branch agency shall avoid 
adversely affecting the physical integrity of such sites.” There are historical 
ceremony sites and burial grounds in the immediate vicinity of the Missouri 
River crossing. The Corps must deny the DAPL permit to protect these 
sites in compliance with EO 13007.

EXCERPTS FROM STANDING ROCK SIOUX TRIBE
RESOLUTION NO. 406-15 - SEP 2, 2015

Whereas, the Standing Rock Indian Reservation was established 
as a permanent homeland for the Hunkpapa, Yanktonai, Cuthead 
and Blackfoot bands of the Great Sioux Nation: and
Whereas, the Dakota Access Pipeline threatens public health and 
welfare on the Standing Rock Indian Reservation; and
Whereas, the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe relies on the waters of 
the life-giving Missouri River for our continued existence, and the 
Dakota Access Pipeline poses a serious risk to Mni Sose and to the 
very survival of our Tribe; and .
Whereas, the horizontal direction drilling in the construction of the 
pipeline would destroy valuable cultural resources of the Standing 
Rock Sioux Tribe; and
Whereas, the Dakota Access Pipeline violates Article 2 of the 
1868 Fort Laramie Treaty which guarantees that the Standing Rock 
Sioux Tribe shall enjoy the “undisturbed use and occupation” of our 
permanent homeland, the Standing Rock Indian Reservation;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Standing Rock 
Sioux Tribal Council hereby strongly opposes the Dakota Access 
Pipeline; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Standing Rock Sioux Tribal 
Council call upon the Army Corps of Engineers to reject the river 
crossing permit for the Dakota Access Pipeline...


