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Jackson Browne Will Join James Taylor in Concert in St. Paul November 29 

 

JACKSON BROWNE’S VERSION OF “I AM A PATRIOT” FRAMES NEW 

ANTI-LINE 3 SHORT DOCUMENTARY MUSIC VIDEO, “SHELL RIVER SEVEN 

#STOPLINE3,” URGING OFFICIALS TO DROP ALL CHARGES AGAINST 

WATER PROTECTORS AND THE PUBLIC TO CONTINUE SUPPORTING 

EFFORTS TO STOP LINE 3 

 
CALLAWAY, MINN., — November 22, 2021 – The Enbridge Line 3 tar sands oil pipeline 

may be operational in northern Minnesota, but efforts to raise more awareness, funds 

and efforts to stop it continue to inspire. Now the singer-songwriter Jackson Browne’s 

impassioned version of “I Am A Patriot” (written by Steven Van Zandt, actor, songwriter 

and legendary E Street Band member of Bruce Springsteen’s group) serves as the 

musical frame to tell part of the Line 3 resistance story in a new documentary short 

music video by Honor the Earth media makers and award-winning director Keri Pickett.  
  

•See the video here:   
https://www.honorearth.org/shell7 
and here: 
https://vimeo.com/honortheearth/review/647124698/d7b165e069  
  

The new documentary music video — “Shell River Seven #StopLine3” — features seven 

courageous women* (including one journalist arrested while working). On a hot 2021 

summer day of extreme drought in northern Minnesota, they came together in prayer 

and song on the Line 3 construction easement near Park Rapids, on 1855 treaty territory, 

to protect the Shell River. All were eventually arrested.  
  

Directed and edited for Honor the Earth by veteran photographer and filmmaker 

Pickett, it was shot by Honor the Earth’s River Akemann and Sarah LittleRedfeather 

and others. The fast-paced film captures the stand-off at the river’s edge, told with 

moving documentary footage and short descriptive captions. Driven by the song’s 

repeated proclamations about how “the river opens for the righteous,” the lyrics pair 
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beautifully with the video’s poignant view of water protectors peacefully facing off with 

police, resulting in another moving chapter in the Line 3 saga. The film also encourages 

viewers to urge public officials to Drop the Charges and visit Honor the Earth to get 

involved. 

 

 
New documentary music video tells the story of just one day of Line 3 resistance in this 
Indigenous, woman-led movement away from supporting fossil fuel extraction toward a clean 
green revolution. (credit: Sarah LittleRedfeather) 

Filmmakers Previous Efforts to Share #StopLine3 Movement Is Winning 

International Awards 

  

Last spring, Pickett, Akemann, LittleRedfeather and songwriter and activist Larry 

Long teamed up with a host of Indigenous artists, Pura Fe, Soni Moreno and 

others, plus Bonnie Raitt, Mumu Fresh, The Indigo Girls and U.S. National Poet 

Laureate, Joy Haro, to create the Rock the Cause single and documentary short music 

video, “No More Pipeline Blues (On This Land Where We Belong).” To date, that work 

has been championed and shown at more than 10 film festivals around the world. 
  

“’I Am A Patriot’ is one of Winona’s favorite songs, so this cool Jackson Browne and 

Steven Van Zandt partnership opportunity seemed the perfect way to show 

how her ‘grannie sit-in’ and arrest on the Shell River makes her a patriot, especially since 

she had a Treaty Camp there for months,” notes Pickett. “Even though I wasn’t there on 

the day of her arrest, I was moved by the brave actions of the Water protectors and so 

honored to be able to share the story of the ‘Shell River Seven’ thanks to the talented 

media makers present that day. As a visual artist, Winona’s response to Enbridge 

Energy’s bad ideas has been the center of my focus for eight years now, and each 

year my respect and honor grows for those actively working to protect the sacred 

water and wild rice. I hope hearts will be changed by this new film.”  
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“We’re so honored and grateful to have this powerful song about freedom and love of 

country to help tell the story of how a Canadian pipeline company, Enbridge, has 

corrupted our lands and waters with a polluting tar sands pipeline that is the equivalent 

of 50 coal-fired power plants,” says LaDuke, who spent three days in jail after 

being cuffed with a zip-tie at the Shell River.  
  

“More than 1,000 arrests were made over months as water protectors sought to Stop 

Line 3 as it runs under 22 rivers and more than 200 water bodies, including 

the Mississippi River twice!” she adds. “During the construction, Enbridge breached an 

aquifer in January 2021 but covered it up. Since then there have been 28 frac-

outs and two other aquifer breaches, the locations of which have yet to be identified 

by state authorities. This emboldened new music video is a testament to water 

protectors who regularly put their lives on the line at this time when climate crisis is here 

and the planet is under a Code Red.” 
  

* “The Shell River Seven” include: 
  

•Winona LaDuke 
•Mary Katherine Klein 
•Patricia Jean Weber 
•Cheryl Lynn Barnds 
•Kelly R. Maracle 
•Barbara Lee With  
•K. Flo Razowsky (journalist/photographer) 

  

Additional Quotes from the Shell River Seven Who Came from Across the Country 

to Support Local Water Protectors 
 

"We put our bodies on the line because ALL lives are on the line. I have grandsons and I 

would like them to be grandparents. That can’t happen without clean water because 

nothing lives without water."  —  Kelly Maracle, Seneca/Mohawk Water Protector, “New 

York” 

 

“We stand for the water and all our relatives. We stand against fossil fuels and 

corporate greed.”  —  Mary Klein, Water Protector, daughter, sister, auntie, gardener 

and seasonal worker, California 

 

"After fighting the regulatory capture taking place in Wisconsin for the past ten years, 

what I saw happening in my home state of Minnesota was heartbreaking. Who will 

protect our water if all the regulatory agencies are controlled by the corporations? 

What else could we do but stand up?" — Barbara With, independent journalist, author 

and Water Protector, Wisconsin  

 

"All I want is for the fossil fuel industry to have to play by the same rules as everyone else. 

But because they can't compete economically in the free market, they've used the 
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corrupting influence of money in politics to break the system to serve their ends." — Trish 

Weber, Water Protector, electrical engineer, Oregon 

 

” Being in jail with Winona LaDuke is not a hardship. But living without safe water is. We 

the People who drink Water, breathe Air, and live on Earth can stand up – or sit in lawn 

chairs – and say yes to honoring our treaties and no to deathly corporate 

domination."  —  Cheryl Barnds, Water Protector, homeschooling mother of three, 

Maryland    

 

For more information – and or to schedule interviews -- please contact Martin Keller, 

Media Savant Communications, 612-220-6515, mkeller@mediasavantcom.com  
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