
Joint Select Committee on End of Life Choices 

Inquiry into the need for laws in Western Australia to allow citizens to make informed choices 
regarding their own end of life choices 

About making a submission 

Don’t be daunted by the idea of making a submission. 

A submission to an inquiry can be a short as a letter. It is an opportunity to express your thoughts for 
the benefit of the inquiry and, ultimately, for the benefit of the WA Parliament. 

It is often helpful, if you are making a particular point, to include some example of your own or some 
reference to an article or study that re-enforces your point. 

You need not make comment on all of the terms of reference to make a valid submission. If you only 
wish to comment on one aspect or theme, you should feel free to do so. 

The Terms of Reference 

The scope of the committee’s inquiry was defined by a motion agreed to in both chambers of the 
WA Parliament. They are: 

That the Committee inquire into and report on the need for laws in Western Australia to allow 
citizens to make informed decisions regarding their own end of life choices and, in particular, the 
Committee should – 

(a) assess the practices currently being utilised within the medical community to assist a 
person to exercise their preferences for the way they want to manage their end of life when 
experiencing chronic and/or terminal illnesses, including the role of palliative care; 

(b) review the current framework of legislation, proposed legislation and other relevant 
reports and materials in other Australian States and Territories and overseas jurisdictions; 

(c) consider what type of legislative change may be required, including an examination 
of any federal laws that may impact such legislation; and 

(d) examine the role of Advanced Health Directives, Enduring Power of Attorney and 
Enduring Power of Guardianship laws and the implications for individuals covered by these 
instruments in any proposed legislation. 

What does this all mean? 

Though not mentioned by name, the term ‘end-of-life-choices’ can be held to include access to 
euthanasia and/or assisted suicide. This was precisely the case in the Victorian Parliamentary Inquiry 
into ‘end-of-life-choices’ that reported to the Victorian Parliament in June 2016. 

It can also be about the provision of better access to palliative care, options for home based care, 
and any other matter where people’s lives may be enhanced towards the end by providing genuine 
choices. 

But, make no mistake, the intention announced by the Premier is that this inquiry will become a 
precursor to legislation for assisted suicide, euthanasia or, most likely, both. 

We must speak out against such an option! 

By all means, if you wish to address mattes such as Advanced Health Directives, Enduring Power of 
Attorney and Enduring Power of Guardianship laws, feel free to do so. 



Where to find resources. 

Whether you intend to make a short or long submission, it is a good idea to do some pre-reading. 
This will help you decide precisely what you want to say to the Inquiry. 

We suggest that you visit the NEWS and ALERTS page of the HOPE website 
(www.noeuthanasia.org.au ). There you can read the most recent articles or you can click on one of 
the ‘Tags’ at the right of the page to read on a particular theme, country or state. 

You can also read our FACT SHEETS by clicking through the LEARN menu item and through to the 
ISSUES page. These FACT SHEETS deal mostly with assisted suicide which, by the way, seems to be 
the main thrust for legislation in Australia at the moment. They will provide you with food for 
thought as well as reliable references to use in your submission. 

You can also visit: www.alexschadenberg.blogspot.com.au for more international news. 

If you like, you can choose from any number of themes to write on: 

 Euthanasia and assisted suicide are not safe 
 Euthanasia and assisted suicide are not needed 
 People’s lives will be put at risk 
 There’s no way, over time that the law or the practice will not expand in some way. 
 Euthanasia and assisted suicide are recipes for elder abuse 
 The idea that such laws provide choice for the patient are illusory 
 No amount of safeguards will ever make this safe 

You may think of more… 

For all submissions: 

Please include your name, address and contact details. 

Please address the letter to the particular inquiry and to the committee. 

Please say whether or not you would welcome an opportunity to give verbal testimony. 

Please be polite. 

For longer submissions: 

Please consider providing a Contents Page followed by an Executive Summary. 

Where to lodge your submission: 

Please email Dr Jeannine Purdy, the Principal Research Officer at eolcc@parliament.wa.gov.au  

Note: Submissions will be received up to and including the 23 October 2017. 

Where to get further help: 

If you are looking for additional support, references or any guidance on making your submission, 
please email HOPE at info@noeuthanasia.org.au  

 


