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Houston Chapter Earns Top 2015 
National Award at the New Leaders 
Council Annual Retreat 

The Houston Chapter of New Leaders Coun-
cil (NLC Houston) is pleased to announce its 
win of two national NLC awards, Chapter of 
the Year and Tier 2 Lead Fundraiser, given at 
the annual NLC National Retreat in Washing-
ton D.C. last month.  The closing awards ban-
quet, held at the 106-year-old National Press 
Room, was filled with over 300 energetic 
progressive leaders from 44 chapters across 
the nation.   

 

 

 

 

 

The Houston 2015 institute featured an inau-
gural class of Houston progressive fellows 
from various backgrounds and professions, 
including education, law, medicine, and crim-
inal justice; focusing on a myriad of issues 
such as reproductive justice, equity in educa-
tion, immigration, and LGBT equality.  The 
chapter featured national, state, and local in-
structors like Mike Moschella, Senator Wen-
dy Davis, and Houston City Controller Ronald 
Green, to impart knowledge and strategies to 
help fellows navigate through systems in 
which they seek to affect change.   

Thanks to the hard work of the NLC Houston 
Executive Committee, Advisory Committee, 
and inaugural class of fellows, NLC Houston 
had an award-winning, successful, inaugural 
year.   

 
NLC National Board Chair Chris Kelly with  NLC Hou-

ston  Retreat Attendees Andrea Greer, Mike Webb, 

Anne Sung, and Fran Watson (right to left). 

NLC Alumni Updates  

Diana Featherston, Hany 

Khalil, Beth Merfish,            

Michael Webb, May Nguyen, 

Fran Watson, Debbie Chen, 

Sue Dimenn Diegaard, and 

Danny Norris have joined 

the Executive Board of the 

New Leaders Council - Hou-

ston.  

Stephen Chao joined the 
University of Texas Physi-
cians Community Health and 
Wellness Center - Southwest 
location in May 2015 as a 
staff family physician. He also 
is President-Elect of the Chi-
nese American Doctors Asso-
ciation of Houston for 2016-
2017. 
 
Shailey Gupta-Brietzke 
joined the board of Law Stu-
dents for Reproductive Jus-
tice in June 2015. 
 
Jerry Peruchini is pursuing 
an MBA for professionals at 
Rice University's Jones Gradu-
ate School of Business.  

NLC  Houston Chapter  2015 inaugural class  with Senator Wendy Davis. 



 

 

What is your passion? 
I know it's corny, but my passion is my two 

boys, Joey & Zachary, ages 16 and 13.  Joey is getting ready to decide where 
he wants to go to college, and I love beginning that process with him.  We're 
scheduled to travel out of town next month to visit one school he's interest-
ed in, and I am very excited about that.  We just finished Zachary's bar mitz-
vah, where he performed beautifully, and helping in his preparation for that 
was fun and very rewarding. 
 
What is your proudest accomplishment? 
My proudest accomplishment other than 20 years of marriage and two real-
ly well adjusted teenage boys is having been elected and re-elected judge of 
the 151st District Court.  I have developed a reputation for following the law 
while allowing people their day in court.  It is the best job I will ever have, 
and I cherish every day I have it. 
 
Why are you involved with NLC Houston? 
I was asked by one of the local founders, Lillie Schechter, to get involved and 
lend my name to the group.  Now that I have learned more about it and see 
the stellar level of talent of the most recent graduates, I am ecstatic to be 
connected with this organization and its members. 
 
What do you like most about Houston? 
I say this all the time:  Houston is a place where you can succeed no matter 
where you came from, or when you got here.  If you're willing to put your 
shoulder to the wheel, you can accomplish your goals, and more, here. 
 
Where is your favorite place to eat in Houston? 
Our default hangout is Antonio's Mexican Grille at the corner of Holcombe 
and Buffalo Speedway.  The four of us are there for a family dinner at least 
once a month and it's always yummy and fresh.  The tortilla soup is a meal 
by itself. 

Meet the NLC Houston Network 

Space City Express will highlight various 

members of the NLC Houston Network.  

This issue features Advisory Committee 

Member, Judge Mike Engelhart,  the pre-

siding judge of the Harris County 151st 

Civil Court.   

SPACE CITY EXPRESS 

New Leaders Council is expanding 

in Texas!   

While Houston may be the first city in 

Texas to have an NLC Chapter, it will 

not be the last.  NLC San Antonio and 

NLC Austin will host their inaugural 

institutes in January  2016.  A big 

shout out to Andrea Greer, NLC TX Ex-

pansion Director, for her work  to en-

sure Houston is not the only place in 

Texas with an NLC Chapter.    

Andrea Greer, NLC Texas Expansion Director. 
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NLC4 Women’s Policy Innovation Team is Underway 

Sunday, October 4th was the launch of the NLC4 Women’s Caucus in 
Brooklyn, New York.  The NLC4 Women's Policy Innovation team unites 
the New Leaders Council community in advancing the economic security 
of women and girls, and championing equality by inspiring innovative, 
progressive policy leadership. Short term and long term planning was the 
main task during the launch.  Follow @NLC4Women  and #WomenOfNLC 
for updates.   

NLC Houston Wish List 

1. Cash Donations 

2. Lunch Sponsorships 

3. Institute Supplies 

4. Sold Out Fellows’ 

Fundraiser 

We Need You! 

New Leaders Council is almost en-

tirely volunteer-run. NLC uses re-

sources extremely effectively, so 

much so that we are able to fund 

training for all Fellows through 40 

chapters across the country. 

It costs NLC $2,000 per Fellow in 

the NLC Institute; your contribu-

tion will continue to support our 

mission of recruiting, training and 

promoting the next generation of 

leaders.  

 

In our next issue:   

Meet our 2016 NLC Houston Fellows! 

 

Visit our website:  houston.newleaderscouncil.org  

Follow us on Twitter @NLC_Houston 

Like us on Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/NLCHouston/ 

https://twitter.com/NLC4Women
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23WomenOfNLC&src=typd

