
SPACE CITY EXPRESS 

March 2016 

Volume 1, Issue 2 

In this issue: 

NLC Houston’s Second 

Institute  

Alumni Updates 

Meet the NLC Houston                                                     

Network-                              

Senator Rodney Ellis 

NLC TX  and NCL4 Updates 

NLC Fellow Ice Breakers 

NLC Houston Chapter Newsletter 

NLC Houston’s Second Institute is 
Underway 

NLC Houston welcomed its second class of 
fellows to the 2016 Houston Institute.  Twen-
ty-one Houstonians of varied backgrounds 
and professions are committing one week-
end a month for five months to learn from 
local and national experts; gaining tools 
needed to help them create change in their 
own settings.  Nonprofit Fundraising, Struc-
turing a Campaign Plan, and Volunteer Re-
cruitment are just some of the topics covered 
during this year’s institute.   

Not only will the fellows obtain knowledge to 
affect change, but they will also gain a large 
support network of local, state, and national 
progressives, as New Leaders Council has 44 
chapters nationwide.  

To learn more about New Leaders Council 
Houston, please visit our website: 

houston.newleaderscouncil.org ◊  

 

NLC  Houston Fellows actively engaged during the Life 

Entrepreneurship Institute led by Leslie Barkemeyer  

NLC  Houston Alumni 

Updates  

Veronica Bernal and Tawny 
Tidwell were named 
“League of Women Voters 
2015-2016 Rising Stars” 

 
Sue Deigaard was appoint-
ed by the Houston City Coun-
cil to the board of the Hou-
ston Center for Literacy. 
 
Hany Khalil will be the first 
Executive Director of the Tex-
as Gulf Coast Area Labor Fed-
eration. 
 
Fran Watson was elected 
President of the Houston 
GLBT Political Caucus, the 
first African-American wom-
an to serve in that position. 
She was also quoted in the 
Atlantic’s article regarding 
the LGBT community follow-
ing the HERO defeat, written 
by Emily Deruy. 
 
Mike Webb was elected 
Vice President of the Houston 
GLBT Political Caucus 
 
Jose Sanchez  was quoted in 
Emily Deruy’s article, which 
focused on the lack of success 
for Houston’s young people of 
color.  
 

May Nguyen had two pieces 
published in the Houston 
Chronicle. One was a re-
sponse letter addressing a 
Chronicle article regarding 
the Texas abortion case be-
fore the Supreme Court, and 
the other was an opinion 
piece addressing Texas open 
carry laws.  

 

NLC  Houston Chapter 2016 Fellows  

NLC Houston Fellow Ice Breakers  

We asked the incoming Fellows two questions:  

what would they name a book written about 

them, and what one food did they wish had zero 

calories? Here were the responses. 

 The Renaissance Man by Marvin Pierre; Pizza 

 Chaos by Jylise Smith; Steak Fajitas 

 T-Rex for Short by Alex Triantaphyllis; Cookies 
n’ Cream Ice Cream 

                                                      (continued on p. 3) 
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What is your passion? 
I care about criminal justice. In 2001, I authored 
and passed the Texas Fair Defense Act. This fo-
cused on setting up minimum standards for 

public defenders. It gave counties the option to set up public defenders. Crimi-
nal justice is making headlines right now with issues like Sandra Bland’s ar-
rest and death keeping it in the public consciousness. There is still so much 
that can be done like recording interrogations. 
 
What is your proudest accomplishment? 
I would have to say three things: working with the Innocence Project, passing 
the bill creating the TEXAS Grants program, and establishing the Texas Legis-
lative Internship Program (TLIP). As chair of the Board of Directors for the 
Innocence Project, I’m proud of the work we’ve done exonerating wrongly 
convicted people. TEXAS Grants is the largest state-based college scholarship 
program in the country. TLIP has developed leaders around Texas, the U.S., 
and even internationally. Some of the people who came through the program 
are working in legislative offices or even running for office themselves.  
 
Why are you involved with NLC Houston? 
It’s like a different version of TLIP. I was inspired by the late Congressman 
Mickey Leland. I served as his chief of staff and saw how he could impact pub-
lic policy beyond his sphere of influence. Developing young leaders strength-
ens society.  
 
What do you like most about Houston? 
The weather! It’s January and it’s 65 degrees outside! I biked 20 miles and did 
the half-marathon this weekend. Also, the diversity and opportunities in the 
bustling city.  
 
Where is your favorite place to eat in Houston? 
Snap Kitchen and “High” [Whole] Foods bar. I’m really trying to take care of 
my health. I also like The Green Seed. If I’m indulging, I go for the original Car-
rabba’s. I like Barnaby’s too. I’ll avoid chips, cheese, and limit the meat.  ◊  
 

Meet the NLC Houston Network 

Space City Express will highlight various 

members of the NLC Houston Network.  

This issue features Advisory Board Mem-

ber, Senator Rodney Ellis,  member of the 

Texas State Senate, District 13 

SPACE CITY EXPRESS 

Texas Chapters Welcome Fellows 

into the NLC Family  

Texas is expanding!  We are pleased to 

report that NLC Austin and NLC San 

Antonio kicked off their inaugural in-

stitutes this past January.  Progressive 

fellows across the state are learning 

valuable skills to help  change the Tex-

as landscape.   

One NLC chapter at a time.   ◊  

NLC  Austin and San Antonio 2016 Inaugural Class 

Fellows  
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NLC4 Hosts “A Conversation with Millennial Leaders” 

Join  NLC4 in San Francisco, CA on April 2, 2016 from 10am-4pm for a discussion 
about the next generation of leaders as part of NLC4’s America’s Innovation 
Economy project.  Registration is $25 and current NLC fellows register for free.  
For more information, visit: http://www.nlc4.org/sfconversation ◊  

NLC Houston Wish List 

1. Cash Donations 

2. Lunch Sponsorships 

3. Institute Supplies 

4. Sold Out Fellows’ Fund-

raiser  

Contact Shelby Hansen at            

shansen@newleaderscouncil.org to 

find out ways to support NLC.  

We Need You! 

New Leaders Council is almost en-

tirely volunteer-run. NLC uses re-

sources extremely effectively, so 

much so that we are able to fund 

training for all Fellows through 

over 40 chapters across the coun-

try. 

It costs NLC $2,000 per Fellow in 

the NLC Institute; your contribu-

tion will continue to support our 

mission of recruiting, training and 

promoting the next generation of 

leaders.  ◊  

 

 

Visit our website:  houston.newleaderscouncil.org 

Follow us on Twitter:  @NLC_Houston 

Like us on Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/NLCHouston/ 

Don’t miss “Final Fridays,” happen-
ing the last Friday of each month.  
This is a time for Houston progres-
sives to come together to hangout. 
No agendas.  March’s Final Friday 
will be at Natachee's in Midtown.   

 

 This August, join NLC in Houston 
for our first ever Texas Conversa-
tion.  Details coming soon.   

Announcements 

Icebreakers (cont’d) 

 Death of my Father by Alison Young; Truffle Fries 

 Fresh off the Boat by Vinh Ho; Combination Fried Rice 

 Out of the Frying Pan, Into the Fire: Cat Lady Sings the Blues by Cheryl Love-
lady; Coffee Ice Cream  

 Are We Winning Yet? And other stories from the Democratic front lines of 
Texas by Isabel Longoria; Nachooooosssssssss!!! 

 TheGreatGeneva@yahoo.com by Geneva Englebrecht; Potatoes...baked, 

fried, mashed, smothered with bacon and cheese.... 

  No Crystal Stair: How I overcame Obstacles and Achieved Success While 
Still Keeping a Smile on my Face by LaTashia Irving; Shrimp Montage dish 

from Pappas Seafood (Baked Jumbo Shrimp stuffed with Jumbo Lump 
Crab Meat and parmesan cheese) 

 The Magical Descendants of Allie and Annie by Eureka Gilkey; My Mama’s  

 In the Middle: The Best is yet to Come by Annette Ramirez; Bread Pudding 
with Rum Sauce 

 Journal of a Black, Gay Male by Brandon Mack; Fried Chicken 

 The Progress of an Unreasonable Woman by Summer Rudd; “Calories? 
What are calories?  ◊    
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