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METHODOLOGY
The analysis in this report is based on results of 
a survey conducted on September 6th and 8th, 
2019 among a sample of 1876 adults, 18 years 
of age or older, living in Canada. The survey was 
conducted using automated telephone interviews 
(Smart IVR). Respondents were interviewed on 
both landlines and cellular phones. The survey is 
intended to represent the voting population of 
Canada.

The survey was conducted by Mainstreet Research 
and was sponsored by GreenPAC.

The sampling frame was derived from both 
a national telephone directory compiled by 
Mainstreet Research from various commerically 
available sources and random digit dialing. The 
part of the survey that dialed from the directory was 
conducted as a stratified dial of the ten Canadian 
provinces. In the case of random digit dials, 
respondents were asked the additional question 
of what region of the country they resided in. 

The margin of error for this poll is +/- 2.26% and is 
accurate 19 times out of 20.

(full methodology appears at the end of this 
report)

ABOUT MAINSTREET
Differentiated by its large sample sizes, Mainstreet 
Research has provided accurate snapshots of public 
opinion, having accurately predicted the 2018 
Ontario election and was the first to predict that 
a CAQ majority win in the 2018 Quebec election. 
Mainstreet Research is a member of the World 
Association for Public Opinion Research and meets 
international and Canadian publication standards. 

ABOUT GREENPAC:       
 Launched in 2015, GreenPAC is Canada’s non-
partisan non-profit organization that works 
to build environmental leadership in politics. 
GreenPAC’s other initiatives include a political 
internship program on Parliament Hill in Ottawa, 
as well as a non-partisan endorsement program for 
aspiring political candidates with a demonstrated 
commitment to the environment. Visit  www.
greenpac.ca  for more information. 
    
ABOUT 100 DEBATES: 
100 Debates is a national initiative to organize 
inclusive, politically neutral, and environment-
focused all-candidates debates in communities 
across Canada. Local collaborators include national 
non-profits, schools, individuals, citizens’ groups 
and businesses. These debates are scheduled to 
take place all in the same day, Oct 3rd, in over 100 
ridings in Canada. Visit www.100debates.ca for 
more information.



IGNORING ENVIRONMENTAL DEBATES WILL COST CANDIDATES AT THE POLLS
60% of voters say skipping environmental debates will affect their vote 

TORONTO - With one week before 100 all-candidates debates on the environment take place 
in communities across Canada, a Mainstreet Research poll shows 60% of Canadians say they 
are less likely to vote for a candidate that skips a candidates’ debate on the environment.  A 
majority would also consider such a candidate to be out of touch with average Canadians.

The poll was fielded between September 6th and 8th and surveyed 1876 Canadians.  The 
poll has a margin of error of +/- 2.26% and is considered accurate 19 times out of 20. 

“Poll after poll shows that the environment is a top voting priority for Canadians” said Ari 
Pottens, Manager of 100 Debates on the Environment. “Now we know there is a political cost 
for being AWOL on this issue.”

The 100 debates, each hosted by local community groups and businesses, are taking place in 
nearly every province and territory on October 3, 2019. Thousands of Canadians have already 
pre-registered to attend.  While more than 260 candidates have confirmed their attendance, 
and only a small handful have declined to attend, some candidates are still undecided about 
whether they will come.  

“Candidates from all of the major parties have confirmed their attendance at our two Oakville 
debates,” says Lisa Kohler, Executive Director of Halton Environment Network and 100 
Debates organizer in the Halton Region. “There is a clear recognition that this issue matters 
in our community and we’re working with 60 volunteers to make these events happen.”

The new poll shows that 36% of Canadians say they would be “much less likely” to vote for 
a candidate that skipped an environmental all-candidates debate.  A further 24% say they 
would be “somewhat less likely”’ to vote for this candidate.  A majority (51%) say they would 
view such a candidate as “out of touch with the concerns of ordinary Canadians.”

The poll also shows that climate change and the environment is “very important” to 48% of 
Canadians when considering who to vote for in this election, and “important” to a further 
29%.  It is “not at all important” for just 9% of voters. This support is strongest among those 
over 65, and among women.
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For more information or interview requests including with local organizers, please contact: 
Kate Belmore, GreenPAC, 647-457-3075,  k.belmore@greenpac.ca 
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How important is the issue of climate change and the environment 
to you when considering who to vote for in the upcoming federal 

election?
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Somewhat more likely to vote for them Much more likely to vote for them

If a candidate were to skip a non-partisan all-candidates debate 
on the environment in your community, how would it affect your 
perception of the candidate and/or the likelihood that you would 

vote for them?
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If a candidate were to skip a non-partisan all-candidates debate 
on the environment in your community, would you consider the 

candidate to be out of touch with the concerns of average Canadians?
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Very important 48.3% 39.3% 56.8% 50.1% 45.2% 44.9% 54.5% 46.6% 27.8% 40.8% 51.7% 52.7% 58.4%

Somewhat important 29% 30.3% 27.8% 28.6% 28% 30.7% 28.6% 28.8% 33.5% 25.9% 28% 29.9% 28.3%

Somewhat unimportant 10.1% 13.9% 6.4% 8.1% 11.3% 12.4% 8.3% 12.6% 15.9% 13.1% 8% 9.7% 6.2%

Not at all important 9.4% 13.3% 5.5% 10.5% 11.7% 8.7% 5.8% 11.3% 20.3% 18.1% 8.2% 4.4% 2.4%

Not Sure 3.2% 2.8% 3.6% 2.7% 3.9% 3.3% 2.9% 0.6% 2.5% 2.1% 4.1% 3.3% 4.7%

Unweighted Frequency 1876 1042 834 310 489 591 486 275 184 121 673 498 125

Weighted Frequency 1876 929 947 522 470 517 368 256 212 122 719 438 129

Total Male Female 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ BC Alberta Prairies Ontario Quebec Atlantic

How important is the issue of climate change and the environment to
you when considering who to vote for in the upcoming federal election?

Breakout Tables

Much less likely to 
  vote for them 36% 33.4% 38.6% 39.7% 37.7% 33.8% 31.9% 33.2% 25.2% 33.2% 36.2% 42.8% 38.2%

Somewhat less likely to vote for 
them 23.9% 23.5% 24.4% 21% 22.7% 26.5% 26% 21.6% 22% 24.7% 24.8% 23.7% 27.1%

No impact on my perception 31.1% 33.6% 28.7% 32.9% 31.8% 29.8% 29.7% 34% 43.5% 32.9% 30.4% 26.5% 22.9%

Somewhat more likely to vote for 
them 4.2% 4.7% 3.7% 3.1% 3.9% 4.1% 6.3% 5.1% 5.7% 4.4% 3.9% 2.6% 6.6%

Much more likely to vote for them 4.7% 4.9% 4.6% 3.4% 3.8% 5.9% 6.1% 6% 3.6% 4.7% 4.7% 4.3% 5.3%

Unweighted Frequency 1876 1042 834 310 489 591 486 275 184 121 673 498 125

Weighted Frequency 1876 929 947 522 470 517 368 256 212 122 719 438 129

Total Male Female 18-
34

35-
49

50-
64 65+ BC Alberta Prairies Ontario Quebec Atlantic

If a candidate were to skip a non-partisan all-candidates debate on the
environment in your community, how would it affect your perception of

the candidate and/or the likelihood that you would vote for them?

Yes 51.3% 47% 55.6% 53.4% 48.5% 51.7% 51.5% 44.9% 37.7% 49.5% 51.1% 60.9% 57%

No 28.6% 33.4% 23.9% 27.8% 32.1% 29.4% 24.1% 32% 40.6% 29.8% 26% 25.5% 26.5%

Not Sure 20.1% 19.6% 20.5% 18.7% 19.4% 18.9% 24.4% 23.1% 21.7% 20.6% 23% 13.6% 16.6%

Unweighted Frequency 1876 1042 834 310 489 591 486 275 184 121 673 498 125

Weighted Frequency 1876 929 947 522 470 517 368 256 212 122 719 438 129

Total Male Female 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ BC Alberta Prairies Ontario Quebec Atlantic

If a candidate were to skip a non-partisan all-candidates debate on the
environment in your community, would you consider the candidate to

be out of touch with the concerns of average Canadians?



How important is the issue of climate change and the environment to
you when considering who to vote for in the upcoming federal election?

Very Important 
Somewhat Important 

Somewhat Unimportant 
Not At All Important  

Not Sure
 

If a candidate were to skip a non-partisan all-candidates debate on the 
environment in your community, how would it affect your perception of the 

candidate and/or the likelihood that you would vote for them?
Much less likely to vote for them  

Somewhat less likely to vote for them  
No impact on my perception  

Somewhat more likely to vote for them  
More likely to vote for them

 
If a candidate were to skip a non-partisan all-candidates debate on the 

environment in your community, would you consider the candidate to be out of 
touch with the concerns of average Canadians?

Yes
No

Not Sure

What is your gender?
Male

Female

What is your age group?
18 to 34 years of age
35 to 49 years of age
50 to 64 years of age

65 years of age or older

Questionnaire



The analysis in this report is based on results of a survey conducted on September 6th to 8th 
2019, among a sample of 1876 adults, 18 years of age or older, living in Canada. The survey 
was conducted using Interactive Voice Recording. Respondents were interviewed on both 
landlines and cellular phones. The survey is intended to represent the voting population of 
Canada.

The survey was conducted by Mainstreet Research and was sponsored by GreenPAC.

The sampling frame was derived from both a national telephone directory compiled by 
Mainstreet Research from various commercially available sources and random digit dialing. 
The survey that dialed from the directory was conducted as a stratified dial of the ten Canadian 
provinces. In the case of random digit dials, respondents were asked the additional question 
of what region of the country they resided in. Respondents were dialed at random.   

At least two attempts were made to complete an interview at every sampled telephone 
number. The calls were staggered over times of day and two days to maximize the chances 
of making contact with a potential respondent. Interviewing was also spread as evenly as 
possible across the field period. 

The questionnaire used in this survey is available in this report and online at www.
mainstreetresearch.ca. Questions are asked as they appear in the release document. If 
a question is asked of a subset of the sample a descriptive note is added in parenthesis 
preceding the question.

The sample was weighted by population parameters from the Canada 2016 Census for adults 
18 years of age or older in Canada. The population parameters used for weighting are age, 
gender, and region. 

The margin of error for this poll is +/- 2.26% at the 95% confidence level. Margins of error are 
higher in each subsample. 

Totals may not add up 100% due to rounding. 

In addition to sampling error, one should bear in mind that the wording of questions and 
practical difficulties in conducting surveys can introduce error or bias into the findings of 
opinion polls. Moreover, all sample surveys and polls may be subject to other sources of 
error, including, but not limited to coverage error, and measurement error. 

Methodology


