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that serves all of Ventura County at 
no cost to taxpayers. Our community’s 
involvement and support are crucial 
to the Shelter being able to offer vi-
tal services to those families and ani-
mals in need. We are not affiliated with 
any national organizations such as the 
Humane Society of the United States 
or the ASPCA. Instead, the Shelter is 
staffed by 27 local employees, and 
have over 150 volunteers, who care 
deeply about the issues relevant to our 
community. On any given day you will 
see many of our dedicated volunteers 
walking dogs, bathing them, or out in 
the agility yard throwing a ball. Sitting 
with cats and kittens is excellent for 
socialization, and will help these often 
overlooked animals with the transition 
into a new home. I want to thank all of 
you for your service!

Our community’s involvement and 
support are crucial to the Shelter being 

able to offer vital services to those 
families and animals in need.

I am honored to say I work with 
an incredible and dedicated group 
of people. At the Humane Society of 
Ventura County, we pride ourselves in 
the work we do for the people and an-
imals of Ventura County and beyond. 
We look forward to welcoming all our 
guests at our upcoming Open Board 
Meeting in October!

-Jolene Hoffman
SHELTER DIRECTOR

Every year we 
celebrate the Shel-
ter’s achievements 
and discuss our 
future needs and 
goals by having 
two open Board 
Meetings, one in 
the spring and one 

in the fall. I and the Shelter’s Board of 
Directors, would like to invite all those 
interested in this bi-annual event to 
attend and learn more about the Shel-
ter’s many services and how to get in-
volved. We want to update you all on 
our upcoming events and plans to up-
grade the Shelter.  

By attending this meeting, you will 
gain a better understanding of the 

HSVC with plenty of opportunities to 
ask questions and share your input and 
ideas on how to help the organization 

meet the community’s needs. 

Having an open board meeting al-
lows our community to meet our ded-
icated Board of Directors and Staff. By 
attending this meeting, you will gain 
a better understanding of the HSVC 
with plenty of opportunities to ask 
questions and share your input and 
ideas on how to help the organization 
meet the community’s needs. 

The Humane Society of Ventura 
County recently celebrated 87 years of 
service to the community. It is a pri-
vate, nonprofit, 501(c)(3) organization 

LETTER FROM
THE DIRECTOR
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I am sure that you have all by now heard that my 
most famous profile is on THRIVE CAUSEMETICS 
recent video from when they donated $50,000 to 
the Shelter! I look fabulous (along with everyone 
else, of course) and just love being on camera. 
Thank you THRIVE CAUSEMETICS!

Just another reminder that it’s hot hot hot! My 
people give me enough water so I can cool down 
by taking a nice bath. You might want to do the 
same for your two and four-legged critters. Place water bowls in a shaded 
area, never put metal bowls in direct sun. All animals need lots of fresh, cool, 
and clean water at all times. 

We want to thank everyone who supported me, well I should probably say 
the Shelter, at our Birthday Bash in June. It’s hard to believe the HSVC is 87 
years old now! That is a lot of animals they have helped, including me. Don’t 
forget to come in and say “hello” when you visit!

OLIVER’S REPORT



SUCCESS STORIES
Rescue Horse Finds Happiness
At the Humane Society of Ventura 

County, we love to celebrate success 
stories! Recently, our Humane Officers 
received an update on a horse, Snickers, 
that was adopted from the HSVC in 2017.

To really understand how mean-
ingful Snickers’ story is, we need to 
go back to October 8th, 2008. On 
that day, Humane Officers, along with 
many other Ventura County agencies, 
responded to a complaint regarding 
107 emaciated horses in the Lock-
wood Valley here in Ventura County. 
The horses were found starving and 
were confiscated pending a trial. 

Thirty-seven of the horses were 
brought to the Shelter in Ojai where 
they received veterinary care, were re-
habilitated, and soon re-homed. Snick-
ers was one of the horses rescued that 
day when he was about one year old. 

Snickers spent the next seven 
months healing from his neglectful 
beginning and was adopted out in 
April of 2009. Through no fault of his 
own or his adopter, Snickers was re-
turned to the shelter in mid-2016. It 
didn’t take long for Snickers to be no-
ticed by Wendy Morgan and her train-
er Pamela J. Wangenheim-Hawkins 
who adopted Snickers in July of 2017. 

“For anyone considering bringing 
home a new family member from the 
shelter, I can’t recommend it enough!” 

Snickers, now named Topa after the 
majestic Topa Topa Mountains in Ojai, is 
not only thriving in his new home, but 
he is an award-winning Dressage com-
petitor. Although this is his first year 
competing, he has taken three first-
place ribbons and one for second place!

Wendy Morgan had this to say, “For 
anyone considering bringing home a 
new family member from the shelter, 
I can’t recommend it enough! While 
Topa has taken to his new job and 
excels in the show ring, what is most 
important is that he is happy and 
healthy. He is a great friend and the 
best dance partner anyone could ask 
for! He has captured my heart. Please 
look at the shelter first - even if you 
are looking for a high-end perfor-
mance horse. You could never have a 
better partner than your best friend!”. 

Thank you, Wendy, for sharing your 
experience with adopting a Shelter 
horse. For those interested in adopt-
ing a horse from the Humane Society 
of Ventura County, please visit the 
Shelter in Ojai.  

EARTHQUAKE 
PREPAREDNESS
Do you have a plan in the event of 

a major earthquake? Does it include 
your pets? The Humane Society of 
Ventura County wants to remind all pet 
owners of the importance of having an 
emergency plan in case of a disaster.

There are several things pet owners 
can do in preparation for the event 
of an earthquake. Here are some tips 
from the HSVC:

• If you need to evacuate your home, 
having pre-assembled emergency go-
bags for every person and pet in the 
household is a must. Your pets’ go-bags 
should include food, water, bowls, poop 
bags and cat litter, spare leashes, and 
collars with ID tags. Also, have copies 
of veterinarian records, pet medica-
tions, and recent photos. Don’t forget 
pet treats and toys to help keep them 
comfortable during trying times.

• Your pets should always have up-
to-date ID tags on their collars and be 
micro-chipped. Don’t forget to register 
the micro-chip and keep those records 
up to date for any changes in address 
or phone numbers.

• Having portable crates for your 
pets can help keep them safe in a con-
tained space. Store your pet crates in 
easy-to-reach places.

• In the event of an evacuation, 
you’ll want to know what hotels are 
pet-friendly; research hotels in ad-
vance, locally and regionally. Also, 
check with local animal shelters to see 
if they may provide sanctuary for your 
pets during an emergency.

• You help yourself and your pets by 
staying calm. Animals get scared and 
nervous and may act differently during 
earthquakes.

You can get many of the items to cre-
ate an emergency go-bag for your pets 
at the Shelter’s pet store located at the 
HSVC in Ojai.

The HSVC also offers shelter when-
ever necessary for evacuated pets and 
livestock at no cost to the owners. 

Certificates of Recognition
IN THE PRESS
We were humbled at this year’s 

Birthday Bash and Open House to 
be the recipient of two Certificates 
of Recognition for the Shelter’s 87 
years of service to Ventura County. 
Thank you to Danny Rodriguez from 
U.S. Congresswoman Julia Brownley’s 
office, who presented Shelter Director, 
Jolene Hoffman and President of the 
Board, Cyndy Treutelaar, with a Cer-
tificate of Congressional Recognition. 
We were also pleased to welcome 
Hannah Sullivan to the event who 
presented the Shelter with a Certifi-
cate of Recognition on behalf of state 

Senator, Hannah-Beth Jackson, and 
Assemblymember, Monique Límon. It 
is our pleasure and an honor to serve 
the people and animals of Ventura 
County.
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
Volunteering is a Work of Heart
Whether assisting our kennel staff 

caring for animals, answering phones, 
or organizing an event, our volun-
teers are truly worth their weight in 
gold. Dominic has been volunteering 
for the Humane Society of Ventura 
County since 2015. Over the years, 
he has helped the Shelter in a vari-
ety of areas working with our animals 
and helping at the various events the 
Shelter puts on throughout the year. 
However, what he enjoys the most is 
working with the dogs. 

Dominic first started volunteering 
alongside his mother, Carol, as a ju-
nior volunteer after their family dog 
had passed away. He missed interact-
ing with animals and figured the best 
way to spend time with the animals 
was to give back and volunteer at an 
animal shelter. 

By spending time with them, vol-
unteers help the dogs, cats, and other 

critters feel less stressed and more 
comfortable while waiting for their 

forever homes. 

One of Dominic’s favorite dogs is 
Lucas, a 4-year-old neutered black 
and tan Chihuahua. Lucas has been 
at the Shelter for almost two months 
and is a favorite among many volun-
teers, “He’s super playful and affec-
tionate!”, commented Dominic. Lucas 
also resembles his current dog that 
the family had adopted from the 
HSVC four years ago. 

“One of my favorite things to do 
while volunteering is just being with 
the animals,” Dominic says. Dominic 
also loves helping out at our annu-
al Santa Paws events. Last year, he 
helped families pick out costumes for 
the animals to wear during their pho-
tos, and he had a blast. He’s looking 
forward to Santa Paws this year and 
can’t wait until November!

Our volunteers make a huge differ-
ence in the lives of the animals at the 
Shelter. By spending time with them, 
volunteers help the dogs, cats, and 
other critters feel less stressed and 
more comfortable while waiting for 
their forever homes. 

If you are interested in becoming a 
volunteer at the Humane Society of 
Ventura County, it’s easy to get start-
ed! Please contact our volunteer co-
ordinator at 805-646-6505 x110 or 
by email at Volunteer@hsvc.org.

SAVE THE DATE: SANTA PAWS
The Humane Society of Ventura County 34th annual holiday photo-shoot,  
Santa Paws, is almost upon us. There will be two dates and locations to 
choose from. The Ventura Beach Marriott will host the event on November 
17th, and the December 1st date will be at the Shelter in Ojai. Both will be 
from 10AM-3PM.
 Santa Paws is our largest event bringing in nearly 300 families to celebrate 
the holidays with professional quality photographs with a holiday theme. The 
money raised at Santa Paws goes directly towards the daily operations at the 

Shelter.
 Adults, children, and pets are welcome in pho-
tos with or without Santa. The Shelter will have 
many festive costumes to doll up your pets if you 
are in the mood. Pocket pets, reptiles, rabbits, and 
birds are all welcome!
  The packages for your holiday photo session 
start at $30 and include 5-10 images. All images 
will be provided on-site on a USB flash drive.
  For more information, contact Greg Cooper at 
GregC@HSVC.org or 805-646-6505, ext. 112.The Humane Society of Ventura 

County is pleased to be the recipients 
of  a $42,000 grant from the Global-
Giving Foundation, recently secured by 
Grant Associate, Ralph Saccomano. A 
portion of these resources has already 
been put to good use with the purchase 
of a new horse stock trailer and initial 
support for our recently implemented 
Pantry 4 Paws program. GlobalGiving is 
the largest global crowdfunding com-
munity connecting nonprofits, donors, 
and companies in nearly every country, 
and we at the HSVC are grateful for 
their generosity. 

The HSVC has become an essential 
resource for disaster relief in Ventura 
County due to the experiences from 
the Thomas Fire in 2017 and the Hill 
and Woolsey Fires in 2018. Within 
hours of each of these disasters, the 
HSVC began 24/7 transport services 
rescuing large farm animals from im-
pacted areas. Maintaining this high 
level of services required an additional 
horse stock trailer to be added to our 
fleet of vehicles. 

The Pantry 4 Paws program offers pet 
guardians who are experiencing finan-
cial difficulties food for their animals. 
Dog food dispensers will be placed at 
several strategic locations throughout 
Ventura County. The HSVC is partnering 
with homeless shelters and other ven-
ues that serve the homeless popula-
tion to host one of these containers, at 
no cost. The funding from GlobalGiving 
will kick start this new endeavor!

If you would like to help support 
the HSVC and have any information 
about relevant grants to help us fur-
ther our mission, please contact Ralph 
Saccomano at (805) 646-6505 x115 or 
RalphS@hsvc.org.

HUMANE SOCIETY OF VENTURA COUNTY

THANK YOU
GLOBALGIVING



The Staff and Board of the Hu-
mane Society of Ventura County 
are pleased to welcome Sheila 
Kane McCollum to the Board of 
Directors. Sheila has been a friend 
to the Shelter for many years. She 
recently retired and is excited to 
share her time and skills as part of 
the HSVC team.  

As a native to Ventura County, 
Sheila will be bringing with her 
an in-depth knowledge of the 
community.  She looks forward to 
raising awareness about the Shel-
ter and the many services it has to 
offer. Sheila hopes to create new 
relationships and recruit business-
es and professionals to assist the 
Shelter in its future endeavors. 

Would you like to get involved, 
share your talents, and contribute 

to making the Humane Society 
of Ventura County an even better 

organization?

Would you like to get involved, 
share your talents, and contribute 
to making the Humane Society of 
Ventura County an even better or-
ganization?  We encourage you to 
apply for a volunteer position on 
our Board of Directors or working 
committees. 

  It is a dynamic time for us at 
the Humane Society. After receiv-
ing national recognition for our 
critical part in rescuing and hous-
ing hundreds of animals affected 
by the last two wildfires we are 
looking for those of you who have 
skills and professional experience 
that can add diversity to our grow-
ing board and committees.  We 
would benefit from the addition of 
attorneys, bankers, business own-
ers, veterinarians, realtors, accoun-
tants, community leaders, finan-
cial consultants, and professional 
fundraisers. We hope you’ll consid-
er joining our team!

Applications are available on our 
website at www.hsvc.org/board.

COME JOIN US!

The Humane Soci-
ety of Ventura Coun-
ty is in the business 
of strengthening the 
bond between hu-
mans and animals 
through education, 

community outreach programs, and 
services. As a nonprofit 501(c)(3) 
organization, we rely entirely on fi-
nancial donations from individuals, 
grants, and planned giving. However, 
support comes in many forms. The 
Ojai Valley has been our home since 
1982 and considering how welcom-
ing this community is to the Shelter, 
this is perhaps the most significant 
support we can receive.

 
The Ojai Valley has been our home 

since 1982 and considering how wel-
coming this community is to the Shel-
ter, this is perhaps the most significant 

support we can receive.
 
This past Independence Day, the 

HSVC was honored to have a pres-
ence in the Ojai Valley 4th of July Pa-
rade. We were overwhelmed by the 
cheers we received as we drove our 
float down Ojai Avenue promoting 
the importance of spaying and neu-
tering your pets. This was the second 
year in a row participating, and we 
look forward to having a presence 
again next year.

We consider ourselves fortunate 
to have the support from so many 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Community Support Comes in Many Forms

individuals, businesses and organi-
zations. Your generosity allows us to 
continue our mission to provide ser-
vice to all who need it.

 
We have ambitious goals to expand 

our outreach efforts, taking our ser-
vices to the people and animals who 

need them most.
 

We have ambitious goals to expand 
our outreach efforts, taking our ser-
vices to the people and animals who 
need them most. Our plan is to offer 
on-location low-cost vaccinations 
to communities at-need. Our dream 
is to have a mobile spay and neuter 
van offering alteration surgeries in 
these communities. Our upcoming 
fundraising event, SPAYghetti – NO 
BALLS will directly support these ef-
forts. We already offer low-cost spay 
and neuter surgeries to the public at 
the Shelter, but we want to increase 
the number of appointments avail-
able. Attending or sponsoring SPAY-
ghetti is yet another way to support 
the HSVC and our efforts.

On behalf of the HSVC staff, vol-
unteers and animals, I thank you for 
welcoming us into your community. 
If you have suggestions about how 
the HSVC can partner with you, your 
school, organization, or business, I’m 
all ears. I can be reached at GregC@
hsvc.org or 805-665-0459.

 -Greg A. Cooper
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY OUTREACH
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The Humane Society of Ventura 
County announces their fall fundrais-
ing event SPAYghetti – NO BALLS, 
Sunday, September 15, 2019, from 
noon to 3 PM at Four Brix Winery in 
Ventura. All funds raised at this event 
will benefit the HSVC low-cost Spay 
and Neuter Clinic and services.

We are committed to providing 
crucial services to the public to help 

control pet overpopulation.

  The Humane Society of Ventura 
County is proud of the success and 
heritage of its low-cost spay and 
neuter clinic at the Shelter property 
in Ojai, Calif. The Shelter’s veterinar-
ians have performed approximate-
ly 80,000 alteration surgeries since 
opening in 1986. “We are committed 
to providing crucial services to the 
public to help control pet overpop-
ulation,” said Jolene Hoffman, Shelter 
Director for the HSVC.

  It is estimated that nationwide, 
there are 32.6 million unaltered pets. 
According to the ASPCA, female cats 
can breed three times a year and 
have an average of four kittens per 
litter. Dogs can breed twice a year 
with litters of six to ten puppies. In 
just seven years, one unspayed fe-
male cat and her offspring can pro-
duce 420,000 kittens; one unspayed 
female dog and her offspring can 
produce 97,000 puppies.

 The need for controlling pet over-
population is especially great in 
the at-need communities of Ventu-

ra County. Nationally it is estimated 
that less than 50 percent of pets are 
spayed or neutered in households 
with a $35,000 annual income. For 
those households below the pover-
ty line, less than 10 percent of their 
pets have been spayed or neutered. 
“We want to reach out to the commu-
nities with the most need by offer-
ing no-cost spay or neuter surgeries, 
on location,” said Dr. Sisk. To achieve 
this, the HSVC is seeking support for 
a mobile spay and neuter vehicle. For 
more information, please contact Di-
ane Duncan, HSVC Director of Devel-
opment at 805-437-9056.

  SPAYghetti – NO BALLS will fea-
ture delicious Italian food from LC 
Imports Pizza of Ventura, dessert 
from Danny’s Deli and Grill, Four Brix 
wine and hard cider, live music by 
Fish Fry, silent auction items, Raise 
the Paw fundraiser, and more! Spon-
sorship packages are still available, 
if interested contact Greg Cooper at 
GregC@hsvc.org or 805-665-0459.

We want to reach out to the commu-
nities with the most need by offering 
no-cost spay or neuter surgeries, on 

location.

  Tickets are $75 and can be pur-
chased in person or over the phone 
at the Humane Society of Ventura 
County, 402 Bryant Street, Ojai, CA 
93023 or 805-646-6505. A limited 
amount of tickets will be available 
for purchase online at www.hsvc.org/
spayghetti.

Since the re-opening of a new spay 
and neuter clinic in 2012, the Hu-
mane Society of Ventura County has 
offered low-cost surgeries for cats 
and dogs to the community. 

Each surgery is made possible by 
our supporters, people like you who 
care about improving the lives of 
at-risk animals. Since the program’s 
inception, thousands of animals and 
their families have benefited, work-
ing to create a sustainable pet pop-
ulation, and playing an essential role 
in animal welfare issues.

Animal overpopulation is an every-
day reality that impacts the lives of 
tens of thousands of animals each 
year right here in our own county. 
Nationwide that number rises into 
the millions. Visit any shelter and 
you will find them filled with animals 
with no home to call their own and 
not enough people visiting their lo-
cal shelters to adopt. 

Here at the Humane Society of 
Ventura County, we believe the most 
effective and humane way to cur-
rently deal with pet overpopulation 
is through spay and neuter. Current-
ly, our low-cost clinic is open to the 
public Tuesday-Thursday. Financial 
assistance is available on a case by 
case basis. 

  If you would like to learn more 
about our spay and neuter clinic or 
to make an appointment, please 
call  (805) 646-6505 or (805) 656-
5031.

SPAYGHETTI -NO BALLS
A Benefit for the HSVC Spay & Neuter Clinic

SPAY & NEUTER
SAVES LIVES 

PAWS FOR THOUGHT • FALL 2019
Four Brix Winery event space in Ventura, California. 



This past June the Humane Soci-
ety of Ventura County was pleased to 
welcome Diane Duncan as Director 
of Development. In her new position, 
Diane will oversee and help guide all 
development efforts, strengthen do-
nor engagement, and create an im-
pactful personalized experience for 
each of the Shelter’s supporters.  

As a fundraiser, it is critical to be 
able to articulate and substantiate the 
impact and goals of the organization. 

Originally from Santa Barbara, Di-
ane has called the Ojai Valley home 
for the past 14 years. Diane brings 
with her a rich background that in-
cludes fundraising and development 
experience in a variety of industries. 
Recently Diane successfully helped 
Loyola Marymount University lay the 
groundwork for their $300 million 
Right Place, Right Time Campaign.

Since her arrival at the HSVC, Di-
ane hit the ground running and has 
played a significant role in getting 
our fall fundraiser, SPAYghetti-NO 
BALLS, off to a great start. Diane 
enjoys getting to meet people and 
introducing them to the many pro-
grams and services that the Humane 

MEET OUR STAFF
Humane Society Welcomes New Development Director

Society of Ventura County has to of-
fer the community. Diane comment-
ed, “As a fundraiser, it is critical to be 
able to articulate and substantiate 
the impact and goals of the organi-
zation. It is a wonderful process to 
get to know a potential prospect, to 
help them learn about the excellent 
work that the HSVC is doing, and to 
lead them to make a gift that is ex-
tremely meaningful for the donor, re-
gardless of their level of support.”  

8

PET GALLERY

CHANCE
3 year old, neutered male,

Rat Terrier mix

PEPPER
2.2 year old,  spayed female, 

Cairn Terrier mix

JUNIPER
4 year old, female, 

Andalusian

LUCY
2.3 year old, spayed female, 

Domestic short hair

STEVE
1.6 year old, neutered male 

German Shepherd mix

SHADOW
8 year old, spayed female, 

Domestic short hair

To view our available animals please visit us on the web at www.hsvc.org/adopt.

Diane looks forward to finding new 
and innovative ways to get the com-
munity involved with the Shelter’s 
many programs and services. The Hu-
mane Society of Ventura County has 
many ambitious plans for the future 
including expanding its spay and 
neuter services and the construction 
of a new state-of-the-art dog kennel.

The Humane Society of Ventura 
County has many ambitious plans 
for the future including expanding 

its spay and neuter services and the 
construction of a new state-of-the-art 

dog kennel.

Besides her deep love for animals, 
Diane is passionate about theater 
and has acted in many Broadway hit 
shows. Diane has had dogs her whole 
life and currently shares her home 
with a Miniature Pinscher named Ace 
“Bandito” Ventura.

Diane would like to encourage 
those interested in supporting the 
HSVC through a variety of giving 
opportunities, including our annu-
al fund, foundations, corporate rela-
tions, planned giving, bequests, and 
fundraising events, to contact her at 
DianeD@hsvc.org or call 805-646-
6505 ext. 121.

HUMANE SOCIETY OF VENTURA COUNTY
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HUMANE OFFICERS
In places like Ventu-

ra County, heat aware-
ness for pets can be a 
concern all year long. 
Many people are un-
aware that even a 

balmy day outdoors can be tough for 
your pets. For example, did you know 
when the temperature outside is 77 
degrees, asphalt can get as hot as 
125 degrees? When the temperature 
reaches 86 degrees, the pavement 
can become hot enough to fry an egg. 
Imagine what that can do to your 
pet’s paws! It’s not just asphalt; the 
bed of a truck can easily reach high 
temperatures on a sunny day.

If you do come across an animal that 
has been left unattended in a vehi-

cle, call your local police department 
immediately. 

Leaving your dog in the car for any 
amount of time carries with it many 
risks. For instance, after just a half-
hour on a 70-degree day, tempera-
tures can reach 104 degrees inside a 
vehicle. On a 100 degree day, the tem-
perature inside a car parked in direct 
sunlight can quickly climb to lethal 
temperatures. Leaving the windows 
cracked only decreases the tempera-
ture 3 or 4 degrees, not nearly enough 
to protect your pet.

Leaving water in the car can help 
prevent dehydration but cannot pre-
vent heatstroke. Dogs need to pant to 
get rid of excess heat, and being over-
heated can quickly overwhelm a dog. 

As Director of Investigations, I see 
first hand the number of calls the 
Shelter receives in regards to dogs 
left in vehicles on hot days with no 
air conditioning or access to water. 
Penal Code 597.7 PC, California’s law 
prohibits leaving an animal (or ani-
mals) in an unattended car if, by doing 
so, you endanger the health or well-be-
ing of the animal. Under this law, con-
ditions such as the weather, lack of 
adequate ventilation, lack of food or 
water and any other circumstance 
that could reasonably be expected to 
cause suffering, disability or death to 
the animal could subject you to crim-
inal prosecution.

Readers should also be aware that 
California law, Health & Safety Code 
122335 HS, makes it a crime to tie a 
dog to a stationary object under most 
circumstances. This means that any-
one who ties up or restrains a dog 
outside of their home regardless of 
reason, may find themselves caught 
between committing the crime of 
leaving an animal in an unattended 
vehicle, or committing the crime of 
unlawful tethering of a dog. 

If you do come across an animal that 
has been left unattended in a vehicle, 
call your local police department im-
mediately. To report a suspected case 
of animal abuse or neglect, please 
call our Humane Officers at 805-646-
6505 to file a report. 

 
-Robert J. Hoffman

DIRECTOR OF INVESTIGATIONS

Serving the People and Animals of Ventura County

We are pleased to announce this fall’s Open Board Meeting will be held 
at the Shelter on Wednesday,  October 16th at 6pm. The meeting will take 
place at the Humane Society of Ventura County in front of the Harry Valen-
tine Visitor Center. 

Each year, the Board of Directors conducts two open board meetings to 
provide an opportunity for the public to learn more about the Shelter, ask 
questions, and find out how to get involved with the nonprofits animal rescue 
efforts. These meetings are  the perfect op-
portunity for our community to learn more 
about the different services the Shelter has 
to offer and how you can help.

If you have any questions about our up-
coming Open Board Meeting please feel 
free to call the Shelter at 805-646-6505 
or email animals@hsvc.org. Thank you 
and we look forward to seeing you all on 
October 16th!  

OPEN BOARD MEETING

Halloween can be a frightening and 
confusing time for your animals, and 
without taking the proper precautions, 
it could turn into a real nightmare. 
Start preparing early this year and 
avoid any surprises!

1. It’s common knowledge that can-
dy, especially chocolate or candy with 
artificial sweeteners, can be deadly to 
your pets. Keep candy far from your 
pets and educate children about the 
dangers of feeding candy to pets. If 
you suspect your animal has gotten 
into the candy bowl contact your vet-
erinarian immediately.

2. Do not force your pet to wear a 
costume unless you are sure they are 
comfortable. Make sure that costumes 
are appropriate for your animals, that 
they have full mobility, and the cos-
tume is not blocking their sight, or 
constricting breathing or movement in 
any way. Keep an eye out for loose bits 
that could be irritating or a potential 
choking hazard.

3. Keep your pets indoors. Pranksters 
have been known to tease animals 
which may end up in an injury or even 
death. 

4.  Keep candles, wires, and electrical 
cords out of reach. Keep your animals 
away from any candles as they can 
quickly get burned or knock them over 
and start a fire. 

5. Make sure that all your pets are 
wearing current ID tags and if mi-
cro-chipped that all of their informa-
tion is up to date. Both ID tags and 
micro-chipping are available at the 
Humane Society of Ventura County.

  TIPS TO KEEP 
YOUR PETS 
SAFE THIS

HALLOWEEN
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Syrah, the Humane 
Education dog, and I 
are eagerly waiting 
to be invited to your 
classroom.  As a sea-
soned teacher, focus-
ing in the sciences, I 

am happy to accommodate the needs 
of your students and the unit you are 
teaching. Following is a list of FREE 
presentations offered this year:

Pet Care & Responsibility–(All Grade 
Levels) Students will learn the needs 
of pets and how they match their own 
needs.  They will learn how to say, “Hi” 
to a dog. This presentation is interac-
tive and includes supporting material 
for pre and post activities. Students 
will receive hands-on experience with 
a very well trained dog that loves chil-
dren.

The link between violence to peo-
ple and violence to animals is well 

documented. Violence to animals is a 
predictor that the abuser may become 

violent to people, and vice versa.

*NEW* Be Cool, Not Cruel–(K–8th) This 
unit focuses on empathy, kindness and 
compassion towards all animals, in-
cluding humans. Using animal stories 
as examples, students will engage in 
age appropriate interactive activities 
where they learn the signs of bully-
ing, and most importantly learn tools 
to help combat this negative behavior. 
The link between violence to people 

and violence to animals is well docu-
mented. Violence to animals is a pre-
dictor that the abuser may become 
violent to people, and vice versa.

Living with Wildlife–(2nd–6th) From 
birds in our feeders, to coyotes, squir-
rels, and opossums in our yards, wild-
life is all around us. In this presenta-
tion, students will learn about how to 
live safely and responsibly alongside 
wildlife.  Students will understand 
how wild animals can become endan-
gered through human interactions. 
Students will participate in games 
and other activities to reinforce these 
concepts. Most importantly, they will 
learn how their actions can help pro-
tect wild animals.

Five Senses–(3rd-12th) This pre-
sentation focuses on the five senses 

Teaching Compassion for All Living Things
HUMANE EDUCATION

For more information on our 
Humane Education programs, or 
to schedule a presentation please 
contact Robin at RobinS@hsvc.org 
or call 805-364-1350.
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of cats, dogs, and humans. Students 
will learn the biological reasons as 
to how our beloved pet’s senses dif-
fer from our own. They will under-
stand that our pet’s ancestors had 
different needs from our pets today, 
but still carry some of these genetic 
traits. Students will understand how 
genetics slowly change through time.

Humane Society of Ventura Coun-
ty–(2nd-12th) Students will learn 
about the Humane Society of Ven-
tura County and the important job 
it does to be advocates for animals. 
Students will learn about many dif-
ferent kinds of jobs where they can 
work with and help animals includ-
ing volunteering.

Presentations are between 30-60 
minutes depending on grade. When 
booking a presentation, please email 
me with the presentation you are 
interested in, your school’s schedule 
for recess and lunch, and the teach-
er’s name, school, grade, and class 
size. Please consider asking cowork-
ers if they’d like to have a presenta-
tion too.  Three to four classes at one 
school on the same day, are ideal.

-Robin Satnick
HUMANE EDUCATOR

    Here’s my/our gift to sponsor an animal for adoption
  Pet Friend - $30 for 3 months          Pet Caretaker  - $55 for 6 months  
   Pet Guardian  - $100 for up to 1 year                       

Name(s) _______________________________________________________________________________       

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

Email ________________________________________________Phone __________________________      

We would like to sponsor_____________________________________________________________ 

  Check  OR   Please charge my     Visa     Mastercard      Discover

In the amount of $_____________   Card # ____________________________  Exp. ___________

Name on card ________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature_____________________________________________________________________________

PET SPONSORSHIP

HUMANE SOCIETY OF VENTURA COUNTY
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To have your paver stone 

engraved, please 
complete and mail to: 

Humane Society of Ventura County  
PO Box 297   Ojai, CA 93024

    MY CHECK IS ENCLOSED

PLEASE CHARGE MY 
Visa   Mastercard   Discover 

_______________________    ________
ACCOUNT NUMBER            EXPIRATION

_________________________________
NAME (PLEASE PRINT)  

_________________________________
SIGNATURE

_________________________________
ADDRESS 

_________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER

SMALL & MEDIUM PAVERS - you may use up to two lines

*LARGE PAVERS - you may use a third line

I would like to reserve a paver:
natural stone pavers may vary slightly in size

 Small (65 sq. inch) $200

 Medium (95 sq. inch) $350

 Large (120 sq. inch) $500
      (*includes an extra line of text)

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

MEMORY GARDEN PAVERS
 Give a gift of love to the animals of the 

Humane Society and to someone who 
loves animals as much as you do. A paver 
stone in the HSVC Memory Garden is a gift 
that will last a lifetime. Honor someone 
special or, show your support by naming a 
paver stone for your own family.
Just fill out the form below and bring 

it in or mail it to us with your payment.  
We’ll send a card to the recipient ac-
knowledging your gift.
Thanks to everyone who has purchased 
a paver stone. We hope you agree that 

this is a wonderfully meaningful way to 
support Humane Society animals and to 
leave a lasting legacy.
For more information on purchasing a 
Paver please contact Betty Jo MacCaugh-
tery at Bettyjom@hsvc.org, or call 805-
646-6505.
*Pavers ordered between July 1st  – De-
cember 31st will be installed in March.
Pavers ordered between January 1st – 
June 30th will be installed in September.

PAVER STONE DONATIONS 
from May 15, 2019 to

August 15, 2019

Jody Cooper
Debbie Guerra

Jeff & Jolene Hoffman
Ventura Highway

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS
ANIMAL AMBASSADORS

Laurie Adams, Barbara Berns, Kali Brooks, Sheila Cox, Shirley DeFazio, 
Sue Dickens, Linda Duval, Barbara Golding, Melissa Goldman, Dee 
Heatherton, Lynette Malone, Laurie McKnett, Mari Mortland, Jane Pe-
terson, Carol Ramsey, Teri Reid, Judy Ross, John Talley, Nancy Talley, Skip 
Walsh,  and Ann Whitten.

ANIMAL SOCIALIZERS 
Jessica Arevalo, Debra Bailey, Hilda Bleauvelt, Jared Dorndos, London Gen-
tle, Will Hendren, Beau Jones, Dolores Manacuso, Ivan Matesevae, Kate 
Moise, Michelle Murphy, Pat Neff, Judy Perrone, Derek Schmalenberger, 
Carole Tomanelli, Pam Waldron, Duain Wood, ARC, Ojai Valley School, Up-
per and Lower, National Charity League, Besant Hill, Valley Oak Charter 
School

PET THERAPY
Judy Ross, Laura Gruenther, Marggie Valentine, Linda Fox, Cookie Wil-
liams, Deborah Roberts, Marie Hall, Lea Roman, Mike Bee, and Jill Bee.

DONATION BOXES
Barbara Berns, Linda Bissig, Carol Bley, 
Shirley De Fazio, and Lynette Malone.

YARD CHECKERS
Jane Peterson and Wes Peters.

EVENTS
Laurie Adams, Sheila Cox, Judy Diaz, 
Michelle Murphy, Linda Duval, Dee 
Heatherton, Teri Reid, and Virginia 
Storer.
Sue Siebenthal, Marion Flanders, Frank 
Salguero, Deb Bailey, and John Talley 
for decorating our 4th of July Float

GROUNDS-KEEPING
Roger & Sue Dickens, Mari Mortland, John & Nancy Talley, Ernest 
& Carolyn Siracusa, and Frank Salguero.

PHOTOGRAPHY
Kali Brooks, Vicki Pearson,  and Leslie Lange for their beautiful 
pictures of the animals.
Stephen Adams and Evan Maidaa for event photography.
Cover photo: Leslie Lange. Back photo: Kali Brooks. 
Albert Gersh for his website support.
Dee Heatherton for helping with dog licensing.
Nancy Talley for painting beautiful portraits of the animals.
Joyce George for mailing personal thank you cards.

 FAVORITE FUNDRAISERS
Channel Island Oxnard Lions Club $250 donation, Connolly K 
Kids for selling Valentine Lollipops, Balboa Middle School, Hu-
mane Society Club 

IN KIND FRIENDS 
Dr. Steve Sallen for sponsoring the Pet of The Week ad in the 
Ojai Valley News
Bellingham Marine for donating the truck and Doug Malleck for 
driving the HSVC float during the Ojai Valley 4th of July Parade
Modern Age Dentistry for sponsoring an ad in the OVN Pet   
Pages
Dr. Lewis and Nancy Lewis for donating shelter supplies
East Ventura Animal Hospital for donating animal supplies 
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SUMMER HOURS: 
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