
HOPE • P.O. Box 43676 • Los Angeles, CA  90043 • www.hydeparkHOPE.org • team@hydeparkHOPE.org 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Quarterly Newsletter Q1 2015 

Message from the President 
he battle continues.  We remain hopeful that our 
newsletter will continue to facilitate better communication 
between HOPE and the community it serves. These are 
challenging times and major decisions are being made 

around us. Many of these decisions will not only affect the 
quality of our lives and neighborhood, but the lives of our 
children and the kind of neighborhood they will live in. The 
community’s ability to affect these decisions will depend on its 
ability to understand the issues and to engage in conversation 
about them.   

For the most part, communities like Hyde Park, where the 
majority is Black or Brown, are typically places where anything 
goes in terms of development, access to quality healthcare, and 
access to affordable fresh fruits and vegetables – basic quality 
of life issues. Organizations like HOPE must continually lobby 
for access to our elected officials, as our communities are 
generally not afforded the quality of life considerations affluent 
Westside neighborhoods take for granted. 

As HOPE continues to fight to enhance the quality of life in the 
Hyde Park community, we welcome your participation. Be a 
part of the solution. 

There is an important municipal election on Tuesday, March 3, 
2015. The purpose of the election is to select the next 8th 
District councilmember, which includes Hyde Park. HOPE is 
hosting a candidate forum where you may come, meet the 
candidates and ask your questions. The candidates are: Bobbie 
Jean Anderson, Robert Cole, Marqueece Harris-Dawson and 
Forescee Hogan-Rowles. 

The forum will be held on Wednesday, February 18, 2015 at  
6 PM at the US Bank building Community Room, located at 
5760 Crenshaw Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90043. All are welcome.  

A New Block Club Partnership 
HOPE is initiating a new partnership with community block 
clubs within Hyde Park. The Hyde Park community has a long 
history of active block clubs.    

 

 

“This partnership between HOPE and block clubs will create a 
stronger community,” says Linda Ricks, Vice President of 
HOPE. 

In the coming months HOPE plans to work closely with a 
number of block clubs on projects designed to improve the 
physical look of Hyde Park.  Longtime resident and HOPE 
member Assata Umoja said, “Our goal is to make Hyde Park 
one the cleanest communities in the city.”  Some of the projects 
will include a community clean up campaign, establishing  
a group of volunteer residents to monitor city code violations, 
along with a community education and engagement 
program. Block clubs wanting to join forces with HOPE or 
anyone needing more information can contact Assata Umoja at 
(323) 291-2684. 

Friends of Hyde Miriam Matthews 
Library Update 
The Hyde Park Miriam Matthews Branch Library Friends group 
has incurred some changes over the past few months. It 
recently celebrated the 10th anniversary of the library’s opening 
at its current location 2205 Florence Avenue. There is a new 
acting Senior Librarian, Jennifer Murphy. More importantly 
there is a new Friends president, Angela Lee. 

Each new president brings change according to his or her 
vision of the library community's needs. The library's role is 
ever changing and the Friends president changes as well. 
Former President Linda Ricks' goal was to bring awareness of 
the library to the community. President Diane Clark generated 
patron interests and loyalty by sponsoring contests and having 
children participate in library events. The current president 
Angela Lee's objective is to raise money so the Friends can 
sponsor library programs and assist the library in the acquisition 
of new books and movies to better connect with the ever-
changing library patron. Ms. Lee worked at the library for years 
and has a different prospective on the role that the Friends 
have in the library. Each president, through different means, 
has the same goal to make Hyde Park library the center of the 
community.   
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“You need HOPE. 
HOPE needs you.” 
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Winnifred Jackson, President HOPE 
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HOPE Forces the Inner City Education 
Fund (ICEF) to Give Back to the 
Community 
As a compromise to HOPE’s lawsuit filed in the spring of 2014 
opposing ICEF’s plan to build a charter school on the corner of 
52nd and Crenshaw Boulevard, ICEF Board of Directors agreed 
to contribute to the Hyde Park Pedestrian District. “We opposed 
another charter school on Crenshaw Boulevard for several 
reasons,” says Winnifred Jackson, President of HOPE.  “First, 
our community needs a stable tax base and viable retail. A 
charter school provides neither.” Mrs. Jackson goes on to say 
that Crenshaw Boulevard is this community’s prime commercial 
corridor. 

For the last ten years HOPE has endeavored to develop an 
upscale retail shopping village along Crenshaw Boulevard 
between 52nd Street and Slauson Boulevard.   “We call this 
project the Hyde Park Pedestrian District,” says Linda Ricks, 
Vice President of HOPE. “This is our community’s primary effort 
to bring quality retail and other commercial amenities to South 
Crenshaw.”  

Ms. Winnifred makes the point: “While HOPE strongly supports 
Crenshaw High School and public schools, HOPE did not 
oppose the charter school simply because it was a charter 
school. We opposed locating a charter school on our prime 
commercial corridor. But make no mistake about it, the people 
behind charters schools are in the businesses of making 
money, not education. ICEF’s attorney told us that their 
investors were getting nervous.” 

“We settled on the advice of our attorney. We took the case as 
far as we could reasonably take it.” 

HOPE Launches Program to Upgrade 
Hyde Park’s Image 
HOPE is planning a fall campaign to raise Hyde Park’s 
visibility.   

“The plan is to place identification signs at strategic locations in 
the community,” says Dwayne Wyatt, HOPE’s land use 
advisor.   

HOPE intends to place identification signs in such a way that 
wherever you are you will know that you are in Hyde Park. The 
program will create sub-areas in Hyde Park, and recruit 
residents to serve as community ambassadors as well as work 
with local realtors to market the community to attract new 
homebuyers.   

“We think this program will go a long way in helping to improve 
Hyde Park’s image as a great place to live and further engage 
and increase resident participation,” said Wyatt.    

HOPE Mission & History 
Established in 1993, HOPE’s mission is to enhance the quality 
of life by promoting community development and education. 
HOPE does this by establishing partnerships with our diverse 
residents and business within Hyde Park. 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of HOPE is to ensure accountability of all partners 
for the growth, harmony and capacity building in the Hyde Park 
community. 

GOALS 

§ “To impact, convey, connect and share” 
§ To actively involve our seniors, children, young adults 

in sharing a positive Hyde park experience 
§ To make and promote a safer Hyde Park community 
§ To encourage business to recruit, train and hire from 

within our communities 
§ To produce a community publication to keep the 

residents and businesses informed 
§ To foster and support education throughout our 

diverse Hyde Park community 
§ To encourage our community to contribute positively 

and productively to the broader society 
§ To foster the beautification of Hyde Park 

 
HISTORY 

The Hyde Park Organizational Partnership for Empowerment 
was first conceived during the 1992 Los Angeles uprising as an 
answer to the violence and destruction wrought in the streets of 
the Hyde Park community. As community members continued 
to work together to address pressing issues, the need for a 
more structured effort was apparent. The initial organizational 
meeting to discuss creating a formal group was held in 1995 at 
Ascension Lutheran Church. 

In 1996, HOPE moved into donated offices at the St. John the 
Evangelist Church. As the work continued, neighborhood Block 
Clubs and Steering Committees were formed to target specific 
issues. In July 1999, a Board of Directors was formed and 
Articles of Incorporation were filed to formalize the organization 
as a legal non-profit group. Led by Board President Helen 
Coleman, HOPE played a critical role in outreach, organizing 
and mobilizing the Hyde Park community. Volunteer staff, 
Board members, community members and generous donations 
have driven HOPE’s consistent and impressive 
accomplishments. 

In 1999, HOPE began the process of educating and mobilizing 
the community to establish a neighborhood council. A Steering 
Committee of community leaders received certification in 2001 
as the Park Mesa Heights Community Council. HOPE has been 
instrumental in the formation and support of several Hyde Park 
groups that work in coalition to transform Hyde Park into a more 
vibrant and active community.  


