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The Industrial Areas Foundation (IAF) condemns today’s Executive Order that prohibits
undocumented residents residing in the US from responding to the census. This is an order
designed to sow fear and mistrust between peoples and becomes a matter of life and death as
the US battles a deadly pandemic.

This is un-American and unconstitutional. The measure is timed to stoke partisan resentments,
distracting attention from a major public health crisis, of which minorities, people of color, and
essential workers are disproportionately bearing the brunt.

We implore all public officials from both parties to speak out against this effort to dehumanize
whole segments of people in our communities. This is an affront to the dignity and personhood
of the most vulnerable in our midst. Fear will drive immigrants further into the shadows at the
exact time that they most need to be able to trust government, public health, and law
enforcement.

The IAF represents 65 Broad-Based citizens’ organizations throughout the US, working with thousands of
religious congregations, small businesses, education institutions, non-profits, civic organizations, and unions
to advance social justice issues.



