
Safe, Vital, Responsible
Why We Need Vaccines and SB 277, the School Vaccinations Bill
Vaccines are one of the greatest achievements of medical science and have led to dramatic, 
life-saving reductions in disease. Unfounded fears of vaccines have led to increasing numbers 
of unvaccinated Californians, eroding progress on public health.

In 2000, measles was declared eradicated in America.  Yet California was the epicenter of a 
serious outbreak this winter.  134 Californians were diagnosed with measles, and it spread to 
seven other states and two countries.  26% of those infected in California were under the 
age of five, including 15 infants too young to be vaccinated.

SB 277 will increase vaccination rates by eliminating exemptions except in cases of medical 
necessity. California already requires vaccinations for children entering school.

Vaccines are subject to more safety testing and monitoring than any other class of medication. 
As with all medications, allergic reactions to vaccines are possible, but extensive monitoring 
shows that such reactions are very rare. 

America has 50 years of experience with the measles vaccine alone. Millions of children and 
adults have been spared infection, hospitalization and death as a result of the vaccine.

Vaccines are a vital public health tool to fight life-threatening diseases. More than 3 million 
children were infected with measles annually before the vaccine was developed. 

Measles is a highly contagious airborne disease, residing in the nose and throat and spread 
through coughing or sneezing.  Droplets remain active and contagious for up to two hours. 
Up to 20 percent of those infected with measles develop complications such as pneumonia, 
one in 1,000 patients will develop brain swelling and one in 1,000 will die.  

Before the whooping cough vaccine was developed, more than 4,000 Americans, most of 
them infants, died every year from the disease. California’s whooping cough epidemic in 2010 
led to more than 800 hospitalizations and the death of 10 infants.

Measles is common in many countries. Millions of Californians travel overseas each year, and 
any one of them could unwittingly bring home an infectious disease.

Widespread vaccination means one sick person won’t become an epidemic. High vaccination 
rates create “community immunity,” lowering the risk of an outbreak and protecting vulnerable 
people who can’t be vaccinated for medical reasons, such as infants and those with autoimmune 
diseases. Choosing not to vaccinate endangers that child – and every vulnerable person nearby.  

Vaccines are Safe: 50 Years of Proven Success

Vaccines are Vital:  Childhood Diseases Can Be Deadly

Everyone is Responsible:  Protecting the Most Vulnerable
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Join us and help protect our children and communities. Visit:  www.vaccinatecalifornia.org 


