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KIDS ASK THE 
QUESTIONS: CLIMATE 
CHANGE AT KEVI  
Welcome to my new look twice-monthly 
Parliamentary Update, which will cover the 
events of the past two weeks in Wansbeck and 
Westminster. Bringing you the highlights of 
events in the constituency and their wider 
impact in The House of Commons. 
 
Last week, I was invited to take part in a very 
unique and interesting workshop being held 
at KEVI School in Morpeth. 
 
The Workshop, being run by the Hope For The 
Future group, was aimed at getting young 
people talking about Climate Change. 
 
I am a firm believer that Discussing anything 
with our young people is a guarenteed way of 
ensuring they can develop their own 
arguments and stand up for what they believe 
in. 

So I was looking forward to getting involved. 
 
A group of students, nominated to be the 
school's 'MP's' were in charge of putting 
arguments forward for a whole range of 
issues related to climate change and 
renewable energy. I was blown away by the 
way they explained their ideas with passion 
and energy, with many of them proving to 
have real persuasive talents! 
 
After seeing their enthusiasm and energy 
during the workshop, 
It has only reinforced my belief that when we 
engage with our young people about the Big 
Issues the future holds, 
they simply view them as challenges that they 
are determined to overcome. It gives me great 
faith knowing that these young people, are 
the future of Wansbeck. 

 
 
 
 
  

Ian with Hope for the Future, delivering a Climate 
Change Workshop to students at Morpeth's KEVI School  

LOVE IS IN THE AIR WITH NEW SURVEY  
This week marks the celebrations of Valentines Day. 
Whatever your plans this February 14th, Ian wants to hear 
your thoughts on the local area and on the issues affecting 
Wansbeck. That's why tomorrow, on valentines day, he will be 
releasing this years first Constituent Survey - to give a voice to 
resident's of the area, a chance to say what matters most to 
them. As it's valentines day, Ian also wants to know what you 
really LOVE most about where you live and what makes it 
special to you. The survey will be available online at 
www.ianlavery.org.uk from Tuesday and once completed you 
can encourage friends and family to take part also. If you 
would like a link of the Survey emailed to you please sign up to 
the mailing list on the homepage of the website. Speaking 
about the launch of the survey Ian said: 'I look forward to 
hearing from all our local residents about the issues that 
matter to them most.' 

Ian's new community survey will be launching on Valentines Day  

Healthcare in Crisis  
The Tories fail to provide any investment for a 
NHS in financial crisis Around 3.9 million 
people are on waiting lists to start treatment, 
1.8 million faced waits of four or more hours in 
A&E last year and cuts to older people’s care 
has meant record high delayed discharges from 
already overcrowded hospitals. Meanwhile the 
NHS faces the worst deficits on record, totalling 
£2.45 billion. This has caused concerned 
amongst residents of Wansbeck, Ian noted 
“Thousands of people here in Wansbeck rely on 
the NHS. I’m worried the Tories aren’t giving the 
NHS the funding it needs, if this is the case now 
what will it be like in three year’s time?”  
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Funding for Bedlington Park  
I was pleased to hear last 
week that a park in 
Bedlington was due to 
receive an investment of 
over £17,000 through the 
Landfill Communities Fund. 
Doctor Pit Park and it's 
improvement project will 
receive the money from 
SUEZ communities trust, 
which distributes landfill tax 
credit sonated by SUEZ 
Recycling and Recovery UK 
(formerly SITA UK). 
As part of a wide scale 
project to revitalise Doctor 

Pit Park, including a new 
entrance feature and 
increasing play and sports 
facilities for children and 
young people, the trust is 
also funding horticultural 
improvements. Doctor Pit 
Park is Bedlington's only 
formal park and was 
originally developed by the 
Bedlington Coal Company. It 
has provided a safe 
environment for play, sports 
and recreation for 
generations of children and 
families. Doctor Pit Park in Bedlington, due to receive over £17k from the Suez Communities Trust  

A Creative North East  
On Saturday, I was interviewed by the 
local team that make 
up 'Brickwall Creative' 
for their video about 
Ashington Life Centre 
and the work being 
done for the 
community there. It's 
always inspiring to see 
locals giving back to 
the community and in our area.  

Youth Club Prize Draw  
I have been made aware of a locally operated 
prize draw to aid the local youth community. 
The Prize Draw is being 
ran by The Rotary Club of 
Wansbeck and 
representatives from all 
youth groups are being 
encouraged to come along 
and take part in the draw 
being held on Monday 
27th February, starting at 
7:30pm at Newbiggin Golf 
Club. More information can be requested 
from John Sinclair at 
John.Sinclair46@sky.com  

Contact Ian  
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Newbiggin Post Office to re-
open  

After its closure in 
August 2015, I am 
pleased to pass on the 
good news that the 
Newbiggin-by-the-sea 
Post Office Branch is to 
re-open. The branch 
will now be located in 
the Premier 
Convenience store on 
front street 

The new branch is due 
to open on 16th March 
and public consultation 
is open until the 14th 
of March. 
As part of the public 
consultation process, 
The Post Office are 
inviting residents of 
Newbiggin by the sea 
to share their views on 
the branch. 
They are welcoming 
emails to 
postofficeviews.co.uk 
quoting the branch 
reference: 17432899 

Wansbeck students visit 
Westminster  

Students from St 
Benedicts School in 
Ashington paid Ian a 
visit last week in 
Westminster, to find 
out exactly what 
happens in 
Parliament. The 
pupils had a busy day 
exploring westminster 

and getting to grips 
with the work that 
MP's do for their 
constituencies. 
Ian said 'It's vital that 
we get our young 
people involved in the 
way their country 
works, so that they 
can help make 
tomorrow's society 
more fair and equal 
by taking part and 
understanding, after 
all - they are 
tomorrow's MP's'  

Children's Christmas 
Stamp Competition  
I have been notified by 
the Royal Mail that their 
popular Christmas Stamp 
Competition for Children 
is back for 2017! This is a 
great chance for Children 
throughout Wansbeck to 
design a Christmas Stamp 
for the Royal Mail. I will 
be encouraging all 
Primary age children to get involved with 
this and I will release more information 
later this year.  

School Cuts - Update  
The Campaign to fight school cuts led by 
the NUT and supported by myself and 
Labour colleagues 
across the country is 
intensifying, after 
discovering recently that 
the cuts in many areas 
are predicted to be much 
worse than originally 
thought. In some cases 
increasing from cuts of 
£80,000 per school to £300,000. Please 
make sure to visit www.schoolcuts.org.uk 
to see the impact on your school.  

Wor Jackie's Return  
It's not every day you 
have the honour to 
unveil a statue to a true 
local hero and 
particularly, one from 
your own hometown. 
On, Thursday I was truly 
privileged to help unveil 
the statue of Jackie 
Milburn, Ashington's 
most famous son in it's 
new location beside the 
leisure centre. The event 
was well attended and it 

was made even more 
special by the 
attendance of Jackie's 
two granddaughters, 
both keen to carry on 
their grandfathers 
legacy. Jackie's story is 
typical of our area and 
he represents our proud 
traditions and heritage, 
which thanks to the 
great new location of his 
statue, will long be 
remembered.  Local Legend: Jackie Milburn's statue in it's new home outside Ashington Leisure Centre  
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