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THE ROAD AHEAD 
FOR LABOUR  
This week marks 117 years since the creation of 
the greatest movement for social change Britain 
has ever known. Marking the 117th Birthday of 
the Labour Party, now as one of the biggest 
political parties in Europe with a membership of 
nearly 600,000 seems a fitting tribute. Over the 
past 117 years the Labour Party has achieved so 
much and has helped to build a fairer society 
across the country with our proud legacy being 
one of progressive change and taking action 
against injustice and inequality. Labour has 
worked tirelessly to expose the lies of austerity 
and the discrimination of working people by 
successive Tory governments. Labour Councils 
across the country fight to shield our 
communities from the worst of the government 
austerity agenda. However, even the strongest of 
labour supporters cannot ignore the difficulties 
we have faced over the past few years. The 
political landscape in Britain has changed 
dramatically. Everyday people have grown tired 

of the political elite and the lack of alternatives to 
tackle the growing complications of poverty 
caused by austerity and under funding of public 
services. The achievements of the last Labour 
Governments have been overshadowed by a 
growing distrust of all politicians due mainly to 
the actions of the few who have ignored the 
views of the electorate for too long. The last 
Labour government showed us what can be 
achieved with a progressive party at the helm. 
Contrary to what many would have you believe, 
The Labour Party is far from finished. However, 
we do have many challenges still to face 
summarised by our contrast of victory in Stoke 
and a loss in Copeland at the recent by-elections. 
In my new role on the shadow cabinet as 
Elections and Campaigns Coordinator I 
endeavour to work hard to show the people of 
Britain that Labour has and always will be there 
for them as the party of equality and fairness in 
an increasingly intolerant world. No one has the 

divine right to win power and the difficulties we 
have faced as a party could divide the closest of 
allies, but despite the challenges ahead I have 
great faith in the Labour Movement and 
everything it represents. Bringing to mind the old 
adages from the Trade Union banners; The Past 
we Inherit, The Future we Build. 

Ian speaks out about the challenges facing the Labour Party 
and the importance of making a fairer, more equal society.  

BREXIT: RESPECT THE RESULT BUT PROTECT OUR RIGHTS  

Ever since the Referendum on Britain's EU Membership on 
June 23rd last year, I have been clear on what my beliefs are 
regarding the result. The referendum on EU membership in 
my view was cynically used by David Cameron to keep his 
back benchers in line as he firmly believed he would win. This 
has been exposed by the legal challenge and its likely scrutiny 
by Parliament. In my opinion, the view expressed by the 
referendum should be entirely respected but my job as a 
Member of Parliament is now to ensure that leaving the EU is 
made a success of and not used as cover to attack workers, to 
weaken environmental protections and many other areas that 
would make us worse off. This is the cause for concern by so 
many on the Labour benches, as Theresa May's mishandling 
of important negotiations may lead us to a messy and 
disastrous exit process, where those most vulnerable in our 
society will be worst hit.  

Ian warns of a Tory Brexit and the mishandling of Important 
Negotiations  

Help for Constituents  
I am always happy to help constituents with 
casework or concerns that they have but there 
are some cases I cannot intervene with (e.g. 
legal disputes / court rulings etc.). What I can 
do is help with matters that relate to central 
government. This includes many issues and 
concerns with different departments and my 
helpful and friendly staff will try to direct you 
to the best place to contact if unable to assist 
directly. If you would like to see one of my 
caseworkers regarding your concern, they will 
be happy to make an appointment: Contact 
01670 852494 to speak to the team.  
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Ian Backs Local Job Creation  
Finding employment across 
Northumberland can be a 
challenging thing. With the 
decline of the area's former 
industries, finding a Job that 
is sustainable can be a 
difficult task for many living 
in Wansbeck. That's why I 
was very pleased to visit two 
areas of the Constituency 
that are helping to generate 
new jobs and skills in the 
area. On Friday, I visited 
Lynemouth Power Station 
and heard how the 
conversion from Coal to 

Biomass, which is due to 
finish by the end of this 
year, will create 120 highly 
skilled and highly paid jobs 
for residents. I also travelled 
to the North side of the 
Blyth Estuary to learn more 
about plans to provide 
opportunities to the Oil and 
Gas industry as well as 
Renewable Energy 
Companies, that will help 
young people looking for a 
career in the Renewable 
sector to get started on their 
path to a well paid job. Ian visits Lynemouth Power Station on Friday  

Coffee with a Copper  
This week saw the first community event 
labled a 'coffee with a copper' held at the 
North Seaton Community 
Centre. The event was 
intended to build bridges 
of communication 
between the local police 
force and the residents of 
Ashington in an effort to 
tackle issues that are 
concerning people living in 
the area. Issues ranging 
from Dog Fouling, Littering and Anti-Social 
Behaviour. More events are planned for the 
future to keep tackling important issues.  

Listening to Wansbeck  
The Survey released two weeks ago is still 
receiving regular responses. I have been 
thrilled by how many 
people have been in touch 
to share their views on 
Wansbeck and telling me 
what they love most about 
the area in which they live. 
So far, many important 
concerns have been raised 
through the survey and by 
enabling residents to voice 
their opinions we can start to focus on the 
areas of concern for our Wansbeck residents.  

Constituency Contact  
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It's all change on the Farm 
in Bedlington  

Last week I was 
lucky enough to visit 
a Farm in Bedlington 
where the family 
who live there are 
planning to diversify 
their business in a 
very unique way. 
Trainbase Ltd. has 
been created at 
Burnt House Farm. It 

plans to provide 
essential training to 
people seeking a 
career in the 
construction 
industry, from heavy 
plant certificates to 
scaffolding courses. 
This will see local 
young people 
gaining skills to help 
them get well-paid 
employment in their 
home area. I look 
forward to revisiting 
in April to officially 
open the centre.  

Labour Party Plans To Fight 
Floods  

The Labour Party has 
this week supported 
the findings of a 
report into Future 
flood prevention in 
the UK. The Report 
recommended that 
DEFRA take 
immediate action to 
tackle ineffective 
flood management. 

The Tory Government 
has been criticised by 
the report. Luckily 
Northumberland 
County Council has 
ensured provision of 
Morpeth's flood 
defences. But areas 
such as Morpeth & 
Hepscott have 
previously been 
devastated by 
flooding previously 
and as the MP for 
Wansbeck I am 
calling the 
Government to act.  

Calling South Asian 
Restaurants!  
The Tiffin Cup is an annual 
competition to find the best 
South Asian restaurant in 
the country. Each MP 
nominates one restaurant 
in their constituency and a 
shortlist of ten entrants is 
invited to the Houses of 
Parliament. My choice last 
year was Ashianna in 
Bedlington (Pictured) and I 
will be looking to identify the best South Asian 
Restaurant in Wansbeck Constituency again 
this year. I am Encouraging all south Asian 

Ashington 150th 
Anniversary  
To celebrate the 150th 
Anniversary Ashington 
Town Council is working 
with the Town Team and a 
range of partners to make 
2017 a special year for the 
town. There will be a range 
of celebrations, outdoor 
events, exhibitions, public 
art, musical performances 
and community clean-up’s. 
The Town Council is developing an entrance 
feature to the town with more details to be 
announced soon.  

Questions to the PM..  
Last week, Wednesday saw 
the return of Prime 
Ministers Questions and 
Theresa May was called the 
House of Commons to 
answer questions from all 
MP's and the Labour 
Opposition. Jeremy Corbyn 
focused the house's 
attention on the ongoing 
crisis in the NHS. 
Speaking up for the NHS 
Jeremy said 'let's look at the 
NHS but recognise the 
pressures they are under''. 
''Nurses are so 

overstretched they cannot 
provide high quality care. 
Her Government has put 
the NHS and social care in a 
state of emergency. 18,000 
patients a week are waiting 
on trollies in hospital 
corridors''. Whilst Theresa 
May was in denial of these 
facts, the Labour benches 
stood united representing 
the hard working staff in the 
NHS and the effect the 
Conservatives underfunding 
is now having across the 
service. Ian speaks in The House of Commons during a debate on the NHS crisis  
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