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TORIES UNLEASH 
UNCHAINED 
IDEOLOGY  
A technicality it may be, but the election result in 
May has delivered the first unfettered 
Conservative government of the twenty first 
century, the first for almost two decades. All 
illusions that the True Blue Tory party have 
changed, that they are compassionate, have 
been shattered. The mask has not slipped it has 
been torn off and thrown into the Thames. 
 
We have already been given a glimpse into what 
could lie ahead in our true blue Tory future. This 
is a government not content with simply 
demolishing the welfare state but seemingly hell 
bent on eradicating meaningful democracy itself.  
Already they have delivered a butchers block 
budget, which will deliver a deeply divided 
country with destitution for our most vulnerable 
and untold riches for our wealthiest, attempted 
to roll back animal welfare and seen moves to 
restrict their opponents through boundary 

changes and trade union restrictions. 
 
In this constituency there are areas where 50% 
of the Children live in poverty. The government 
are pursuing policies that will make this worse. 
But worse still they have scrapped any 
requirement on the Secretary of State to reduce 
this and even scrapped the targets themselves. 
 
The government has also announced plans to 
redefine what it means to be sick or disabled. 
Chronically ill people who currently receive ESA 
will see their rate slashed by £30 per week. 
People with degenerative diseases, seeing the 
incomes that make their existence bearable, 
slashed. In areas like Wansbeck, where people 
have paid the price for a life in heavy industry, 
this could be disastrous. 
 
We must stand up against this cruel and 

vindictive government and defend those who 
most need our help. Opposition is vital, give an 
inch and they really will take a mile. 
 
Unfortunately this is just the start.  

Ian Lavery MP  

WORKING PEOPLE CLATTERED BY TORY PARTY  
Tax credit cuts to bite hard as Nasty Party slash in work 
benefit  

Tory claims that they are the ''workers' party'' lie in tatters 
following Osborne's emergency budget. 
 
Despite assurances from David Cameron and Osborne in 
the run up to the General Election, tax credits are to be 
slashed for working people and families. For people earning 
over £10,600 and receiving tax credits and help with housing 
costs each additional pound earned will gain them only 7p. 
 
This is a massive disincentive and hits those in work who 
can not make ends meet so need to claim social security in 
the form of tax credits. This is shameful and must be 
opposed.  

Speaking at an event in Parliament  

What an MP does  
In Parliament, MPs spend their time fighting for 
the interests of their constituents, attending 
debates, scrutinising and voting on legislation, 
and attending meetings. 
 
In the constituency, MPs hold surgeries for 
their constituents, attend community events, as 
well as visiting local organisations and 
businesses. 
 
MPs are able to help with all matters for which 
Parliament or central government are 
responsible and are able to take up issues with 
other government departments on your behalf.  

 With you in Wansbeck  

 



 

Ashianna wins local vote  
Ashianna of Bedlington 
has been voted the 
winner of the Wansbeck 
round of the 2015 Tiffin 
Cup by local people.  

The Tiffin Cup, is an annual 
Parliamentary event which 
celebrates the ever-
expanding wealth of 
South-Asian cuisine on 
offer in the UK. 
 
Every MP is invited to put 
forward the best 
restaurant in their 

constituency, and a select 
few of those are short-
listed by mystery shopper-
style judges.These 
restaurants are then 
invited to the House of 
Commons, to take part in a 
‘cook-off’ in one of the 
many outlets around 
Parliament. 
 
The winner of this will be 
awarded 2015’s Tiffin Cup 
and labelled the best South 
Asian restaurant in the UK 
by the Tiffin Club.  

Ian with Ashianna owner Hussain Ahmed  

A Buzz about the hive  
The hive at 44 East Lea, Newbiggin by the sea 
has grown and grown since opening. In July I 
was delighted to attend an 
exhibition of Art created 
by users of the facility. 
 
This was the culmination 
of a project between the 
Hive, Bait and Helix Arts 
working with local people 
to build confidence and 
skills through creative 
activity. This project has been a huge success 
showing art is for everyone with some 
magnificent pieces in the facility.  

Pegswood unveil memorial  
What started as an idea from a number of 
conversations has developed and been 
delivered largely thanks to 
Labour Councillor Alan 
Sambroook. 
 
Pegswood now has a 
memorial stone to 
recognise and remember 
all of those who have 
helped to build the village. 
Whilst remembering those 
who have served in the armed forces, others 
recognised include the milkmen, miners and 
nurses.  

Ways to get in touch  
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Mark Purvis wins in College  
Labour comfortably hold seat  

 
Labour's newest 
County Councillor 
Mark Purvis was 
elected with a 
healthy 70% of the 
vote. 
 
Mark was victorious 
by some distance with 
his nearest rival 

polling only 14% of 
the vote. The voters 
overwhelmingly 
rejected the 
Conservative Party 
with their General 
Election candidate 
receiving a measly 39 
votes. 
 
Along the way Mark 
was helped by many 
volunteers with 
Labour Deputy 
Leadership Candidate 
Tom Watson dropping 
in and helping out.  

Cutting Edge Cancer Treatment  
Proton Beam Therapy comes to 
Bomarsund  

 
Bomarsund 
unveiled as the site 
of the first 
multimillion pound 
Proton Beam 
Therapy cancer 
treatment centre to 
be built in England. 
 

The centre will be 
situated on the Earth 
Balance wellness 
suite in Bomarsund, 
and will operational 
by early 2017.The 
multi-million pound 
facility, which will be 
able to treat up to 700 
patients annually, will 
be one of only three 
proton beam therapy 
centres in UK to offer 
the treatment used to 
help brain cancer 
survivor Ashya King.  

Big Crowds for Big Event  
I was delighted to be invited to open the Big 
Event for the fourth year running. The event 
has grown every year and 
there really is something 
for all of the family. 
 
The open air cinema 
following the event itself 
drew in several thousand 
for a performance of 
Grease. 
 
Congratulations to everyone at Leading Link 
for putting together such a memorable 
event.  

Station Project On Track  
Greater Morpeth Development Trust (GMDT) is 
leading the £1.4m scheme to restore the 168-
year-old grade two listed 
station to its former glory 
for the benefit of 
passengers, and create 
offices for small 
businesses. 
 
I am delighted to support 
this project and delighted 
to see the positive 
developments. This scheme not only restores 
a building to its former glory but provide much 
needed office space in a desirable location.  

Woodhorn's ''weeping window''  
Woodhorn Museum, near 
Ashington, will be the first 
venue anywhere outside 
of London to host the 
Weeping Window  

The iconic sculpture was 
originally at HM Tower of 
London and displayed 
888,246 poppies - one to 
honour every death in the 
British and Colonial forces 
of the First World War. 
 
Woodhorn will host the 
sculpture from mid 
September to mid October 

and this further underlines 
the growing reputation of 
the museum as one of the 
best in the country. 
Furthermore it will be a 
poignant reminder of the 
many thousands of people 
from across our region who 
served in World War 1. 
 
This is an incredible 
opportunity for local 
people, may of whom will 
not have had the chance to 
see them in London, to see 
them at first hand.  Weeping window at Tower Bridge  
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